
Undercover Israeli troops 
' kidnap youth — PNA 

I 

(AFP) — The Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) on Monday accused undercover Israeli 
troops of kidnapping a teenager from a refugee camp 
near Hebron. Officials said the soldiers raided the A1 
Arab camp late Sunday and took away Khaled Hamas 
Awad A] Badawi, 16. The PNA planned to protest the 
abduction to Israel, they said. The reported kidnap- 
ping coincided with an ongoing crackdown by Israeli 
troops on suspected Islamist aciivisLs in the West 
Bank following a series of bombings in April since 
late July which killed 2 1 Israelis 
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-Sheikh. Ahmad Yassin speaks to reporteis Monday just 
before departing for Gaza, his home town. Surrounding 
the Sheikh are Gen. Adel Shraideh Oefl), Khaled 
Misha'al (2nd from right) and Gen. Youssef Ghossous 
(right). Sheikh Yassin thanked King Hussein for his 
efforts in releasing him (Photo by Youssef 'Allan) 


The Hamas spiritual leader Sheikh Yassin is placed on a 
Jordanian military helicopter that took him home, Mon- 
day. King Hussein ordered two Jordanian physiothera- 
pists to accompany the ailing leader on the trip and stay 
in Gaza for his treatment for an unspecified period of 
time (Photo by Youssef 'AIl^ 


Mossad fiasco ends with release of 
Jordanian prisoners, Israeli agents 

By Tareq Ayyoub Palestinian prisoners in T 7 « • 

sp^auo,iu^jonia^T,mes 9 Jorcianian prisoueTS 

AMMAN — The fiasco ere- rwo agents would have been 7 J T ji '/* 11 

ated by braers anempt on the found innocent if tried in Jor- VP i PH KP/l /4 til tnll/lW 
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AMMAN — The fiasco cre- 
ated by bTuels anempt on the 
life of Hamas leader. Khaled 
Misha'al. on SepL 24 ended 
Monday with Hamas spiriru- 
ai leader Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin fiee and back in the 
Gaza Strip, tens of Jordanian 
and FViiestinian prisoners 
released fitim Israeli Jails and 
die two Mossad agents back 
in Igael. 

A Jordanian pri\uie mili- 
tar>' helicopier carried Sheikh 
Yassin ftom King Hussein 
Medical Centre (KHMC) to 
the Giua Strip accompanied 
b> lu'o Jordanian physiother- 
apists. 

JournalisLs covering the 
depunure of Sheikh Yassin 
sau two Israeli helicopters 
taking off immediately from 
a place near the KHMC on 
Monday, apparently carrying 
the two Israeli agents bock to 
Israel. 

Admitting for the first time 
that Israeli secret service 
Mossad agents were respon- 
sible for the assassination 
attempL Minister of Interior 
Naihir Rashid told the Jordan 
Times that the two agents 
were exchanged for 22 Jor- 
danian detainees. Sheikh 
Yassin of Hanas and tens of 


Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails. 

The minister said that the 
two agents would have been 
found innocent if tried in Jor- 
dan because there was no 
solid proof linkin g them to 
theiutempL 

"We have no evidence 
against the twx> Israelis. The 
interrogation of the two can- 
not be based on what people 
say" he said in a telephone 
interview with the Jordan 
Tunes following the release 
of Sheikh Yassin. 

Mr. Rasltid said that 10 Jor- 
danian prisoners were 
released by Israel on Monday 
and 1 3 are expected to arrive 
later 

(see separate story.) 

The minister said several 
failed attempts were made in 
the past to release Sheikh 
Yassin but this time it 
worked. 

He said that tens of Pales- 
tinian prisoners will be 
released by Israeli authorities 
following the arrival of the 
two agents in Israel. 

Jordan News Agen^. 
Petra, quoted an official 
source as saying that "as a 
result of His Majesty King 
Hussein's comacts with 
Israel, the King ordered the 
release of the two Israeli 
agents who w-ere canyii^ 


AMMAN (.J.T.) — Nine Jor- 
danian prisooeis, who were 
set fi[ee Mc»day from Isradi 
jails, praised the propitious 
initiative of His M^esty 
King Hussein and the efions 
he exerted to obtain their 
freedom. Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

A total of another 14 Jor- 
danian prisoners are expen- 
ed to arrive in the Kiagdom 
at a later time. JPetra said. 

The group paid tribute to 
the King and valued his ini- 
tiative which culminated in 
their release from Israeli 
prisons. 

They said they hoped the 
IGng would continue ins 
good efforts in order to 
ensure the release of the 
other prisoners still remain- 

forged Canadian passports 
and who attempted to assas- 
sinate Mr. Misha'al, after 
completing their interroga- 
tion and an Israeli pledge to 
abide by all articles in the 
peace treaty signed between 
the two countries." 

"These contacts have 
enhanced the .sening of a suit- 


ing in Israeli jails. 

Ibrahim Mohammad 
Qineim. a Jordanian prison- 
er vriiowas'serving a IS-year 
term in Israel, told Petra: 
"My joy is inefiable. This 
noble aa is something that is 
not unusual for the King." 

Among those that Petra 
interviewed were Moham- 
mad Fuad Abu Afaneh, who 
was serving a 25-yeor term, 
and Must^ Issa Odunan, 
who was serving a 20-year 
terra. 

Jordan Tbievisaon said in 
its main news bulletin last 
night diat Large numbers of 
Palestinian prisoners were 
also expected to be released 
on Monday and the coming 
days, including members of 
Hamas. 

able atmosphere that would 
guarantee the resumption of 
oegoli^ons on the Paiestin- 
ian-Israeli track and support 
chances of resuming confi- 
dence-building measures 
between all parties on the 
basis that security is not 

(Contiiiued <m ps^ 7) 


Yassin arrives in Gaza to a hero’s 
welcome, says Hamas is pro-peace 

'We love peace, and we call on them to live in peace with us’ 


By Tareq Ayyoub in 

.Amman and combined 
agency dispatches 

A.M.MA.N — The Hamas 
spiritual leader. Sheikh 
Ahmad Ya.ssin, Monday 
arrived in Gaita after 
receiving treatment in Jor- 
dan and telling a press con- 
ference that his group will 
support pe.ice while it con- 
tinues to resist occupation 
as long as it lasts. 

“We tell the whole world, 
that we are peace seekers." 
Sheikh Yassin told reporters 
ai a press conference in the 
Kins Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre "(KHMC) before his 
departure. 

"We love peace, and we 
call on them (the Israelis ) to 
live in peace with us (the 
Israelis), We call upon tthe 
world) to help us in regain- 
ing our rights in a peaceful 
way. Bui if that was not 
possible, we .shall not 
accept the (Israeli) occupa- 
tion of our land, ' the 61- 
yeir-old Sheikh Yassin 
said. 

Sheikh Yassin told the 
crowd of reporters at the 
KHMC that he was grate- 
ful to His Majesty King 
Hussein for his efforts to 
relea.se him from Israeli 
jails and called upon the 
King to help in releasing 
more Patesdnian detainees. 

“I would like to thank His 


Majesty' King Hussein for 
his noble iniFiative and his 
noble treatment he 
bestowed upon me." he 
said. 

"I wish to extend my 
greetings to those who are 
still behind bars in Israel. 
We tell them that we are 
with vou, and vve call on 
His Majesty to take care of 
them and to seek their 
release,” Sheikh Yassin 
said. 

Speakins from his wheel- 
chair. Sheikh Yassin, who 
was released last Wednes- 
day. said that lii.s group will 
not cease fire against Israel 
before the occupation is 
over. 

"The halt of military 
attacks 1 against Israel) is 
linked wiiii the departure of 
the occupation,” the 

founder of Hamas said 
before he boarded a Jofdan- 
ian military' helicopter to 
Gaza. 

The Hamas leader, who 
was .sentenced to life 
imprisonment in 1989. said 
that Hamas will not allow 
any differences with the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) to turn 
into confrontation between 
the two. 

"The PN.A is part of the 
Palestinian people. We shall 
remain in one trench,” he 
said. 

The sheikh dismissed 


Following is the text of the letter sent to His Majesty 
King Hussein by Sheikh Ahmad Yassin before his 
departure fbr Gaza, Monday 

K>«r Majesty King Hussein, 

AS / leave Amman, this steadfast city, to which I was 
attached spiritually as a sister city to Jerusalem and 
Gaza, I would like to express to Your Majesty my deep 
appreciation and gratitude fifr your great efforts to 
guarantee my release fiom Israeli jails. All my sons and 
brothers in the Islatnic Resistance Movement, Hamas, 
who have been offering sacrifices in defence of their 
land and their holy places and who have always been 
lot^ng forward to supporting their brothers in the Arab 
and Islamic WorU share with me the feelings of grati- 
tude. 

The whole Mestinian people whose relations with 
Jordanians nex'er weakened, sluxre the same feelings 
with me about Jordan, the blessed land on which good 
people live and which is close to the Al Aqsa Holy 
Mosque. I leave this good country filled with the impres- 
sion in my memort' and my spirit of the good faces and 
generous people who offered me all that they have, espe- 
cially at the King Hussein Medical Centre which was 
founded under vour directions and cam to serve as one 
of the mast prominent medical centres at an interna- 
tional level. Through you. Your Majesty, the leader of 
this couniry, / hereby express my deep appreciation and 
thanks to this wonderfid Jotdanian family which will 
coniinue to serx'e as a sister to the Paiestinian people 
providing relief to the Pdlestinians in adversity. 

/ implore God The Almighty to protect this good coun- 
try and ensure its security and that of the Arab and 
Islamic World. 


suggestions that his group 
will renounce armed strug- 
gle and seek a political 


of Hamas. 

He called upon Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 


solution and said that jihad Netanyahu to look for the 

— holy war — remains part 

and parcel of the ideology (CwtinuedobpageT) 







Sheikh Yassin arrives in the Gaza Strip late Monday to be 
greeted by Suha Arafat, wife of P^estinian President 
Yasser Axafai (2nd on the right), his wife Halima (right), 
Abdul Aziz Rantissi (2nd on the left), die Hamas leader in 
the Gaza Strip, and Ismail Abu Shanab (left), his deputy 
during the 'intifada' years (Reuters photo) 


Tens of thousands of Palestinian supporters of Hamas 
cheer as the founder of the movement enters a stadium to 
greet his supporters, Monday. Sheikh Yassin was released 
from an Israeli prison in an apparent part of a deal 
between Jordan and Israel in whi^ Jordanian and Pales- 
tinian prisoners were freed (Reuters photo) 


Netanyahu unrepentant over attack 
on Misha’ al, sets up commission to 
present him with recommendations 

Israeli prime minister says assault in Amman damaged 
relations with Jordan, however, ‘this can be improved’ 

U.S. walks thin line with Israel over 
Benyamin Netanyahu Israel’s flopped assassination attempt 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
announced Monday tbe 
creation of a commission to 
investigate a botched 
attempt by bis intelligence 
agency to assassinate a 
Hamas official in Jordan 
but defended tbe attempt as 
"our right to defend our- 
selves." 

"We have decided to cre- 
ate a committee to investi- 
gate this maner and present 
recommendations.”h^. 
Netanyahu told a press con- 
ference in Israel. 

The prime minister did 
not speak specifically of the 
attack on Hamas politburo 
chief Khaled Misha'a], 
which his officials have not 
pubUcly admitted was com- 
mitted by Mossad. But be 
staunchly defended Israel's 
right to pursue ‘‘ienx)rists." 

"We view it as our right to 
defend ourselves. We did 
(he right thing for the right 
reasons. We are fighting the 
just battle against tereorist 
murderers and their dis- 
patchers," he insisted. 

"As prime minister I have 
the responsibility to do 
everything in my power to 


WASH3NC3TON (AFP) — The U.S. sought 
Monday to iqiare Israel fitim harsh critidsm 
over its bcAched assassination attempt in die 
Jordanian capital but Presideni Bill CUnton 
Dcxed that such condua had been forsworn Ibr 
decades. 

Tbe U.S. piesideht 'd^Uned to comment 
directly on the September 2S failed mission by 
two Is^li agents to kill Hamas leader Khaled 
Miriia'al but he indicated disapprove by 
drawing a paraUel vrith Washingte^ stance 
on such actions. * 

"Tbe policy of the United States for our own 
conduct is, and has been, I believe for niore 
than 20 years, under presidents of both parties, 
that we do not enga^ in assassinations " Pres- 
ident Gimon said at a news conference. Tbe 
assasination anempt sparked a diplomatic cri- 
sis in which King Hussein reportedly threat- 
ened to break off relations widi Israel unless it 
made amends for the incursion. 

Desperate to avoid another blow to the fal- 
tering Middle East peace process. XK^shington 


in the fray and helped mediate a solu- 
tion that reported^ involv^ Mn (ZHincoa himr 
self making phone calls to Amman and 
Jerusalem. 

"One of our major concems has been to pro- 
tect Joidanian-IsraeJi relations, wbidi remain 
a comerstone of tbe peace jTOcess." State 
Departtpent spokesman James P. Rubin said. 

*^nie Israelis have tbe obligation to defend 
tiirir people from terrorist acts and we are not 
in Che habit of second-guessing Israel when it 
comes to her security.” Mr. Rubin said. 

"That said, we believe (bat Israel must take 
into account the lepeccussicms and conse- 
quences of any actions it takes in its figju 
against tenor,” he added. 

The delicaiely-wQrded response from Wash- 
ington suggested that the administration was 
o^ng to tone down critidsm of Israel at a time 
when it is seeking to pushJsrael towards com- 
promise to revive peace talks with tbe Pales- 
tinians. 


fight tile terrorist evil. This ' 
is a total war in which there 
is no compromise," he said. 

Asked about' the damage 
which the operation caused 
in relations with Jordan, 
Mr. Netanyahu insisted, 
"all countries that want and 
love peace have an obliga- 


tion to fight terror." 

"Relations with Jordan 
are important. These rela- 
tions have been damaged 
but this can be impro^. 
We will continue to devel- 
op these relations,” he 
added. 

He also launched into a 


scathing attack against bis 
critics in the press, telling 
journalists to "e xami ne 
your consciences after all 
the lies you have told." 

Mr. Netanyahu spoke 
hours after Jordan returned 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel, Palestinians 
resume peace talks 


EU seeks active role in 
Mideast peace process 


(XrUPlED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinians and 
Israelis relaunched peace 
talks Monday after a seven- 
month standoff, but the U.S.- 
brokered imtiative was over- 
shadowed by the triumphant 
return of the Hamas founder 
to Gaza. 

U.S. peace envoy Dennis 
Ross met in a Jerusalem 
hotel with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy and 
Palestinian National .Author- 
ity (PNA) negotiator Mah- 
moud Abbas to launch eight 
committees on implement- 
ing the 1995 interim self-rule 
accords. 

Mr. Ross, who arrived in 
Israel Monday, earlier held 
separate rounds of talks with 
IsT^li Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, in 
Israel, and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat in the West 
Bank city of Ramallah. 

The committees reactivat- 
ed in Monday's talks aim to 
work out implementation of 
Israeli commitments left 
undone from the accrads. 
particularly the opening of 
air and sea pons in Gaza, the 
opening of a safe passage 
route between the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, and the free- 


ing of Palestinian prisoners. 

Peace talks between the 
two sides ground to a halt in 
March after Israel began 
construction of a 6,500-unit 
Jewish settlement on frie hill- 
top of Jabal Abu Ghneim in 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

Monday's talks are to be 
followed by a meeting 
between officials from both 
sides with U.S. Secretary of 
State Madele'ine Albright on 
October 13 to address settle- 
ments and other issues 
blocking the ftdl Fesumption 
of the peace process. 

Tbe Palestinians are seek- 
ing a halt to Jewish settle- 
mer)t construction, and 
senior Palestinian negotiator 
Nabil Shaath rejected Mon- 
day a reported proposal by 
Isi^l that it agree to a form 
of settiemeni freeze for up to 
nine months in cenim for a 
suspension of troops with- 
drawals from West Bank 
areas. 

Under autonomy accords. 
Israel was to withdraw its 
troops from parts of the West 
Baidt to hand them over to 
the PNA in three stages com- 
pleted b>' mid 1998. The first 
two stages never took place. 


LUXEMBOURG (R) —The 
Eurcf)ean Union (HU) sig- 
nalled its determination on 
Monday to play a more active . 
role in efforts to broker a last-i 
ing Middle East peace. { 
proposing a "code of con-° 
duef' suggesting ways of how r 
to relaunch negotiations. 

Luxembourg Foreign Min- 
ister Jacques ^s. chairing a 
meeting ofEU foreign nunis- 
lers, said tbe document would 
be discussed with U.S. Mid- 
dle East peace envoy Dennis 
Ross and with Lsi^Ii and 
Palestinian officials. 

In the code, both sides 
would be asked to saf^uard 
what had already been 
achieved in the peace process, 
to introduce confidence mea- 
sures in the fight against ter- 
rorism and to abstain from 
unilateral measures hanning 
tbe peace process.. 

Tte EU also ma(je propos- 
als on econoirac policy in the 
region and suggested the set- 
ting up of an Israeli-F^estin- 
ian liaison committee to d»s - 
cuss "future ups and downs in 
the peace process." Me Poos 
said. 

FtHcign minisiers from the 
15-nation bloc welcomed tbe 
fact that the Israelis and 
Palestinians had agreed to 


resuihe talks and so break tbe 
recent impasse in the j y - a ce 
process. 

Palestinian-Israeli peace 
talks have been fiiozen since 
March over Jewish settlemeot 
builtfrng and Hamas bomb- 
ings. 

"This first stage should 
enable them next week in 
Washington to begin negotia- 
tions on the most fiindunen- 
tol aspects such as the rede- 
ployment 01* the Israeli army 
and cooperation cm security 
matters," an EU statement 
said. 

Ministers "expressed die 
hope that the parties would 
also ^ree to avoid any unilat- 
eral action which could moke 
the progress of those negotift- 
tiofis more difficult or. indeed, 
cause them to &il.” 

Mr. Poos said tbe growing 
role of the EU's Middle East 
envoy Miguel-Angel Mexati- 
nos was increasing Eurc^’s 
“visibility in tbe process 
together with American 
efforts.” 

Mr. Poos, welcoming U.S. 
efforts to relaunch the 
process, said there was a will- 
ingness on the American side 
to take into better account the 
European position. 
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Iraq to retaliate if attacked by Iran again 


BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi government 
newsp^KT watned Iran Monday that Bagh- 
dad would letaHatB to any new attacks 
Iranian c^jposition bases in Iraq. 

**Aggressinn a free and indepen- 
dent countiy win not be easy and we shall 
pay (Tehran) back two-foldT A] Jumhouriya 
Hai'T y $aid in a conunentaiy. 

Jumhouiiya was reacting to lemmks by 
Iran's Foreign Minister Kamal Kbanazi 
Tehran bad (he tight to attack Iranian "*ter- 
oi^iosition groups in fraq. 

•TTiis is a right to self-defence," Mr. Khar- 
razi told the London-based Arabic newspa- 
per AJ Hayat when asked whether Tehran 
I^lnnoed to renew raids on Iracp tettitocy. 

“As long as the tenotist groups are com- 
mitting terrorist acts against our temtoiy we 
have die ri^t to defend ourselves.’' Mr. 
Kbanazi a d d^ in last week*s interview 
conducted in New Yodi ' 

“The remarks show exposed hypocrisy 
and playing with words for the service of 
dubious political ends," JumhcMiriya said. 

find in FOianazi's statement a new 
rhallmgp. to i ntemarinnal law...and it i$ the 
duty of the wodd body (UNI.) to denounce 
it" 

Iran bas protested to the United Nations 
over what it said were- ‘Tecroris^’ cross-bor- 
der attocks from Iraq and said die iocurstons 
prompted its air raids on Iranian 
Mujahideen Kbalq rebel bases inside Iraq 
last week. 

Iran has the rmds were not intended 
against hs 1980- 88 Gulf war foe Iraq. 

are exertiqg efibrts to open new win- 
dows with Iraq. 1 have met with Iraqi For- 
eign Minister Mdianunad A1 Sataaf...our 
talks were frank and we have decided to 
continue these talks," Mr. Kbanazi said of a 
meting held on die outlines of the UNT. 
Goieial Assembly meeting last week. 

Jumhouriya said Mr Kbanazi’s lemadts 
ran cdntiaty to those he made during his 
meeting widi Ml Sahaf in New York. ‘*His 
statement connadicts Miat be personally 
told Mr. Sahaf that ban is ready to open a 
new political dialogue widi Iraq...bas^ on 
teq)ect and oon-^gresdon." 


Iran dismisses dispatch of U.S. 
carrier to Gulf as ‘propaganda’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran Sunday said 
the U.S. dedsioD to speed an aicraft 
carder to the Gulf ibUowiiig Tehran’s 
incursions into Iraqi territray as a “pio- 
paganda** ploy. 

Iran's navy duef Abbas Mdbtaj said 
the move was aimed at overshadowing 
Washington’s failiike in preventing a ^ 
billion gas deal betweeu ban and 
I^ench firm Total, which falls foul of a 
U.S. law. 

"This move has more of a props^n- 
dafoatuie.bcomesbecauseoftte&il- 
uie the D' Amato Law and European 
con^ianies' ifrsr^ani of American 
dueais." be said, lefeiring to a cootro- 
veisial U.S. law named after its spon- 
sor Senator Alfonse D’ Anutto seddng 
to punish foidgn oil firms that trade 
with ban and Lit^ 

‘The Americans always replace one 
czmex v^tich leaves legjon with 
another.” he said, quoted by ban's offi- 
cial news agency IRNA. 

The United States said Sanuday that 
one of its airccafr earners was steaming 
towamd tiie Gulf following banian 
incursions into a “no-fly zone" in 
southern Iraq last week. 

The accelerated deployment of the 
USS bfimitz and accompaxying war- 
ships “is related to our a^ty to cany ' 
out responsibility given to us by the 
interaational community,*’ die White 
House said. 

But the Iranian admiral charged that 
die U.S. move was “in line with the 
illegitimate presence of foreign forces 
in toe Arabian Gulf." 

“Dozens of American warships in 
the r^jon are a main cause of instabil- 
ity and insecurity," he said. “America’s 
aim is to create a crisis and sen billions > 
of dollars in weapons to the Arab coun- 
tries of the Arabian GulT' 

Accoidiag to a U.S. official, U.S. 


forces in the region cunendy include 
fi>re Tomabawk-ci^iable destrqyes. 
three frigates, and two minesweepers. 

llie latest cazriei; initially sdheduled 
to arrive hoe in mid-Octobei; will take 
about five days to reach die Gulf, 
according to American officials. Amer- 
ican forces have been deployed in tbe 
region to protect oil-riefa Gulf Arab 
monarchies fiom peicrived dueats 
fitombanorbaq. But ban is staunchly 
opposed to dior presence and cabs fiv 
regional cooperation to ensure security. 

IRNA, quoting navy officials, al-gn 
charged that U.S. warsh^ were 
'lieai^ poUntiiig” Gulf waters and 
bad “an environmental cata- 

strcqihe." 

“Because the American forces are 
banned fiom conducting manoeuvres 
in their own waters because of tou^ 
euvironmeDtal laws, they come to 
regions where there are fewer sensitiv- 
ities and they fece less public piDtest,” 
it said. 

‘The United States considers die 
Arabian Gulf re^on as a safe place for 
its ndlitaiy exercises, even for nuclear 
testing," IRNA added 

The United Stares diqiatcbed the 
USS Nimitz after Iraq expressed out- 
rage Monday at die Iraman raids 
against rebel bases diere and caDed for 
an end to enforcement of the no-ity 
zone. 

The zone, noidi of the 33rd Parallel, 
was set up in the walre of the 1991 Gulf 
war following a bloody offeaisive tty 
Iraqi troops a^dnst Shiite opposition 
for^ in the soudi of the country, ban 
bas described its air raids on baq as 
defentive c^terations ramed at “tenor- 
isf' bases, accusing Baghdad of help- 
ing banian rebels launch cross-botdff 
attacks. 


Saudi prince 
visits ban 
in sign of 
improving 
relations 


Qatar urges Gulf states to 
step up military cooperation 


TEHRAN {AFP) — A Saudi 
prince and the kin^lom's 
health minister were in ban 
Mmd^ to atrend a bealdi 
confeioKe, in a sign of 
unprovix^ relations between 
the two countries, die official 
news a^ncy IRNA said. 

The prince. AhniaH Ben 
Abdul Aziz A1 Saud, held 
talks Sunday widi lianian 
President Mohammad Kbata- 
niL Mr. Khatami ga ssed die 
“ne^ frir Tehran and Riyadh 
to expand ties." 

‘T hope for exemplaiy rela- 
tions between die two coun- 
tries as a basis fr>r legioiuil 
security and stability," be 
said. 

The prince and Saudi 
Health Minister Usama Ben 
Abdul h^jeed Shahalfchi 
arrived Sannday to attend an 
eastern Meditenanean healdi 
seminac, Iran has stqiped iqi 
efforts in recent months to 
inqirove relations widi Gulf 
Ar^ monarchies. 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar's 
aimed forces chief urged 
Gulf Arab states here Mon- 
day to implement long- 
standing plans to step up 
militaiy cooperation in the 
wake of the 1991 Gulf war. 

*1116 Gulf re^pon has over 
the last 10 years gone 
through the barest tests of 
its existence,*’ General 
Hamad Ben Aii A1 Attiya 
told his counterparts at the 


start of a two-day meeting 
in the Qatari capital. 

“Our priority must be to 
develop our armed forces 
and brtost cooperation and 
coordination." in the wake 
of the 1991 conflict which 
evicted Iraqi occupation 
forces from Kuwait, be 
said. 

“A large number of deci- 
sions and tecommendariODs 
have been taken in previous 


meetings,* but' ''today _ wq 
must examine the reasons 
for which iheb implemen- 
tatidh Ireen held tip," 
said the general. 

The meeting is expected 
to focus on plans to 
increase the strength of a 
Joint defence force, named 
Peninsula Shield, and to set 
up an aerial eaiiy-waming 
system, two projects which 
have b^ long stalled. 



CELEBRATING SHEIKH’S RETURN: A Fnlestiiiian woman dances in front of Uxousands of Palestinian sup- 
porters of the fundamentalist movement prior to the amval of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the fiaunder of ffie 


Hamas movement, who vras en route fh>m Amman, Jordan, to Gaza City on Monday. Tens of thousands of sup- 
porters tamed out for Sheikh Y'assin’s arrival in a stadhmi (see page 1 story) (Reuters photo) 


Arafat tom between credibility and risking peace 


By WafiaAmr 
Reuters 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat faces a problem: 
How can Israel expect him to 
crack down on H amas afrer 
Israel freed one Hamas leader 
from a life sentence and saved 
tbeUfeofanc^ier? 

'"Vfe are confused It’s a 
dilemma. We don't know," 
said a senior Palestinian 
National Auffiority (PNA) 
official. 

’Israel releases Hamas offi- 
cials and then asksnis to axrest 
diem. We would be seen by 
our people as the stick tiiat 
Israel uses against them and 
we lose all credibility’' said 
the PNA official who 
declined to be identified 

“On the other hand, if we 
stop cracky down on 
Hamas, de^te American and 
Israeli piessure (o do so, we 
risk suspending the peace 
process since figjiting ttsror- 
ism has become a precondi- 
tion for resuming talks,” he 

pfJripH 

Israel’s surprise release of 
jailed SheOdi Ahmad Yassin, 
Hamas's founder, and his 
transfer to Jordan on Wednes- 
day were widely seen as pait 
of a swap fr^ die fiinne 


release of two allied Mossad 
agents suqiected of dying to 
poison Hamas' poIitburo d^f 
Khaled Misha’ d in Amman. 

Sheikh Yassin, released 
upon King Hussein's request, 
retunied to Gaza on Monday. 
Foreign news reports said 
Israel had sent a doctor widi 
an antidote to save the life of 
McMisha'aL 

Hamas, opposed to lsraeli- 
PLO peace deals, has carried 
out a wave of bombings 
against Israel since the imple- 
mentation of the accords in 
1994. The two most recent 
attacks in Jerusalem lolled 21 
Israelis. 

Under Israeli and American 
piessure to destroy Hamas* 
infiasmicnire, the arrest- 
ed Hamas activists and shut 
donna some of their institu- 
tions in PNA ruled areas. 

The PNA, kept in foe dark, 
over Shdkh.Yassin’s release.. 
coDsiderkl the move a sl^ in 
the face, especially after 1^1 
igneaed Mr. Arafet’s repealed 
requests to fiee foe ailing cler- 
ic from its jails. 

“We hope this will be a les- 
son not to bow to American 
ptessure because foe interest 
of the Palestinian people is in 
their unity," said Abdul* Aziz 
Rantissl a Hamas leader in 
Gaza, “fr is not in die interest 


of the Palestinian (National] 
Audioihy to respond to Amer- 
ican piessure." 

Because King Hussein suc- 
ceeded vfoere Mn Arafat 
failed, Palestinian officials 
feared a joint bid by Israel and 
Jordan to assert a Jordanian 
political role in Palestinian 
areas that might undennine 
the PNA 

'Ts King Hussein going to 
negotiate fintber i^plpy- 
ments on our behalf in the 
future? Is he going to get 
Israel to give us foe port, the 
airport and foe safe passages 
as well?" said one PNA offi- 
cial 

“We are wrKiied that these 
events would drag us into a 
conflia with both Hamas and 
Jordan," said another senior 
PNA official who insisted on 
not being identified. 

“Our conflia widi Jordan 
..would be over. who would, 
defiver, who would succeed in 
making Hamas stop anacks. 
’Funlrennois, 'wc have been 
pushed to dedare war against 
Hamas wbde [Israeli Prime 
Mhuster Beqyamin] 

Netanyahu is making it a pait- 
ner." foe official said 

Ifolitical analyst Khalil 
Shikald said tiiat for the first 
time, all of Hamas’s leaders 
were free and in Jordan. The 


Misha’al afi^ he said, 1^ 
shown that foe orders to cany 
out attacks came fixHn 
Hamas* leadership abroad. 

T believe foere are pres- 
sures from King Hussein on 
Hamas to freeze attacks, and 
they would take that path if 
the leaders in Amman 
resoUed an internal power 
struggle," analyst Shikald 
said 

He said that King Hussein 
bad histrmcally good relations 
with foe Muslim Brofoeibood 
and its offshoot Hamas, there- 
fore he was more likely to 
succeed in this also where Mr. 
Arafat felled 

Political analysts said 
Israel's boggled assassinatiCHi 
atten^ bad gained pc^laiity 
for Hamas and recognition as 
a major political player 

“Netanyahu has made 
Hamas one of bis partners and 
foe recent events have gsdned 
Hamas recognition whereby 
not only does it influence 
security matters, but die 
whole peace process as wed" 
said political analyst Ghassan 
Kbatib. ‘"Netan^u gives 
Hamas veto power on foe 
peace process." 


Turkey promises to fly back stranded tourists 


ANKARA (AP) ■— TTie 
tourism minister Monday 
promised that thousands of 
stranded Scandinavian, 
German mid British 
tourists would be flown 
back to their countries, 
after a Ibridsh tour opera- 
tor went into a financial 
crisis. 

“Nobody will be left suf- 
fering from this," Minister 
Ibrahim Guidal told pri- 
vate news channel NTV. 

An estimated 14,000 
tourists are stranded in 


resorts, mostly in Tlirk^'s 
Mediterranean coast, a 
tourism official said. 

Mr. Gurdal said he bad 
enlisted the help of banks 
and travel .companies to 
rescue tour operator 
tourism, which feces bank- 
ruptcy. 

“The hotels have been 
very cooperative, allowing 
the tourists to stay beyond 
their time,” said British 
embassy spokesman Owen 
Jenkins. Some 4,000 
British are awaiting to be 


flown back. 

Huiriyet newspaper said 
creditors had sdz^ eight 
planes of the Sunways Air- 
lines Company, owned by 
tourism. The company had 
accrued debts amounting 
to $57 million. 

Hie company brings 
some 470,000 tourists, 
mostly fixim Scandinavia, 
to Turicey every year. 

Tbe government in a 
meeting last week, dis- 
cussed ways in which to 
rescue tourism, “to save 


Turkey's reputation," Hur- 
riyet said. 

Oeger Tours, a Tuikisb 
company operating in Ger- 
many, has announced that 
it would fly all 6,000 Ger- 
man tourism customers 
back free of charge. 

“We have so far flown 
close to 2.000 Germans 
back. No German tourist 
will be left in difficulty” 
Hurriyet quoted Huseyin 
Baraner, a director for 
Oeger Tours, as saying. 


Demirel visits Kuwait to boost ties 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
'niikish President Suley- 
man Demirel arrived in 
Kuwait Monday for a two- 
day visit aimed at boost- 
ing economic and other 
ties, officials said. 

Nfr. Demirel will hold 
talks with the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, 
on “bilateral issues and 
other regional subjects," 
an embassy official said. 

Tbe president will also 
seek “to promote Kuwaiti 
investment in Turkey" and 


an agreement to avoid 
double taxation is e.xpect- 
ed to be signed during the 
visit, it said. 

Ankara joined the U.S.- 
led coition which 
expelled Iraq frxim Kuwait 
in the 1991 Gulf war and 
was rewarded with a $1 
billion contribution from 
the oil-rich emirate to help 
finance a project to assem- 
ble F- 16 jets in Tlirkey. 

Two-way trade stands at 
about $200 million a jrear 
In favour of Turkey which 


exports goods worth some 
$130 million to Kuwait, 
tbe official news agency 
KUNA reported. 

The emir visited Turk^ 
in November 1991, meet- 
ing then President Tuigut 
Ozal and inviting the 
Turkish head of state to 
visit Kuwait. Mr. Ozal 
died in 1993, and Mr. 
Demirel has accepted that 
invitation, embassy offi- 
cials said. 
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Home News 

Queen Noor guest of honour at annual 
women's lunch, dehvers keynote address 


Jordan TimeS/ Tuesday, October 1 , 1997 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Mon* 
day was the guest of honour 
at the annual Women of the 
Year Lunch in London, 
whose theme was '‘making 
a difference,” in recognition 
of her nationai and 
iniereadona] work in the 
fields of children’s welfare, 
women’s and community 
development, enviromnen- 
tal protection, culture and 
educadon. and public archi- 
tecture and planning, 
accwding to a press release 
Monday. 

In her keynote address. 
Queen Noor focused on 
women who have made a 
(hfference. particularly in 
Jordan and the Arab World, 
the statement continued. 

She noted that “contrary 
CO popular Western belief, 
there have always been 
influential and inspiring 
women throughout Arab 
history.” citing the reign of 
Queen Arwa of Yemen in 
the 12th century, who was 
an ideal model of what 
"greater female influence in 
state affairs could accom- 
plish. In spite of tribal rival- 
ries and disputes endemic 
ia her country. Queen Arwa 
managed to shifr the 
emphasis of government 
from arms to agriculture 
and, an adept diplomat, reg- 
ularly broke military dead- 
locks by negotiation, and 
she faithfully adhered to the 
terms of the treaties she 
concluded,” according to 
the statement. 

Queen Noor noted that 
“few Westerners realise that 
in the 7th century. Islam 
liberated attitudes towards 
women and granted them 
specific social, political, 
and economic rights long 
before Western societies 
did. such as the equal right 
to education, to conduct 
business, to own and inher- 
it property, and not to be 


coerced into a marriage. 
Islam also regulated 
polygamy, which had been 
unrestrict^ in the pre- 
Islamic era, and even 
ensured the most funda- 
mental equal ri^t. that of 
survival banning the pre- 
viously widespread practice 
of female infanticide.” the 
statement read. 

Speaking of more con- 
ternixirary cases of women 
who have made a differ- 
ence, especially in their 
own communities. Queen 
Noor cited the example of 
Umm Farid, a beneficiary 
of the Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation's (NHF) 
Women-in-Development 
Programme, which intro- 
duced modem business 
management concepts into 
women-centred tr aining 
and income-generation pro- 
jects, the press release con- 
tinued. 

She was trained by the 
Medicinal Herbs Scheme, 
which has enabled women 
to turn their home gardens 
and unexploited lands into 
farms for aromaiic and 
medicinal herbs. Umm 
Farid now employs her own 
husband, among others, in a 
business producing and 
selling herb saplings in her 
district, and she and the 
other women in the project 
have in the ^t year pro- 
duced an equivalent of 
nearly 10 per cent of Jor- 
dan's impc^ of thyme and 
sage, according to the state- 
ment 

Women, according to 
Queen Noor. have also 
played a vital role in pro- 
tecting the environment 
while generating income. 
“Under a programme estab- 
lished by the NHF in con- 
junction with the World 
Health Oiganisation 

(WHO) to promote envi- 
ronmentally and societily- 
sensitive development 


Samira Khleif and her fam- 
ily learned to weave baskets 
and upholster furniture 
using raw ihaterials in<fige- 
□ous to the region, such as 
banana and palm leaves, 
rather than digging up 
native plants to sow fore^ 
crash crops. Samira partici- 
pated in the international 
environment day in 
Amman, where her family 
won the ‘Model/Ideal Fam- 
ily Award’ for their work. 
Her products are now sold 
in the village and through- 
out the country,” the 
announcement continued. 

The Queen underlined the 
importance of breaking 
down the barriers of igno- 
rance and prejudice in 
achieving peace. She added 
that a number of her most 
important international 
commitments promote edu- 
cation as a tool of cross- 
cultural understanding, tol- 
erance and peace, the state- 
ment read. 

As president of the United 
World CoUeges (UWC), a 
network of ten mititi-cultur- 
al Interoational Baccalaure- 
ate colleges around the 
world, (^een Noor has had 
“the privilege of supporting 
an extraordinary movement 
to inspire and encourage 
young people from around 
the world” to break down 
the barriers of ignorance 
and to live together in 
mutual respect. Nelson 
Mandela, the president of 
UWC's Interoational 
Board, had described his 
daughters' experience at the 
UWC school in South 
Africa as “an island of non- 
racialism in the sea of 
apartbeid," according to the 
press release. 

The Queen, expressed her 
hope that the UWC will 
establish a college in the 
Middle East, as young 
people of our region could 
benefit greatly such a 


programme, and can, in 
turo, contribute a special 
perspective to its go^ of 
tolerance, conflict resolu- 
tion, and peace,” the state- 
ment said. 

A number of Jordanian 
educational initiatives, such 
as the Royal Endovwent 
for Culture and Education 
(RECE) and the Jubilee 
School, already address 
these issues, said the 
Queen. RECE has provided 
scholarships to exceptional 
Jordanian students, with 
emphasis on women, to 
pursue postgraduate studies 
in areas vital to Jordan's 
nationai development The 
Jubilee School, an indepen- 
dent secondary school for 
outstanding scholarship 
students from all over thie 
country, seeks to foster a 
new generation of young 
leaders committed to peace, 
democracy, and social 
responsibility, the 

announcement continued. 

The annual Women of the 
Year Lunch was founded in 
1955 to highlight and salute 
women’s woik. A total of 
5(X) leading women, who 
have distinguished them- 
selves by outstanding 
achievements, gather 
together to represent a wide 
cross-section of woiking 
women, the statement con- 
tinued. 

The lunch also assists an 
important cause by raising 
funds and awareness for the 
Greater London Fund of the 
Blind, for which it has 
raised over 1 million 
pounds. The Blind Woman 
of the Year Award is given 
each year at the lunch to a 
visually-impaired woman 
achiever for “outstanding 
achievement in overcoming 
visual disabUity,” the state- 
ment concluded. 


Ousted civil servant wins 
case annulling ^demotion/ 
plans second lawsuit 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Stc^ Reporter 

AMMAN — Parliament's 
bi-montiily magazine edi- 
tor, Hass'an Ayed, who 
was transferred from his 
job as editor to another in 
the House, won a case at 
the Higher Court of Jus- 
tice annulling his transfer 
as being a demotion. 

In the meantime. Mr. 
Ayed was transferred 
altogether from the House 
on Sept. 16. 1997, to the 
Ministry of Culture and 
Youth, a move he also 
intends to contest in 
court. 

Mr. Ayed filed a lawsuit 
on Feb.’ 26, 1 997, against 
Speakers of the Upper 
and Low'er Houses. 
Ahmad Lawzi and Sa'd 
Havel Srour, respectively, 
and the secretary generals 
of the Upper and Lower 


Houses. Zeid Zreiqat and 
Mohammad Masalba, 
respectively, after they 
ordered his transfer from 
the post as an editor to an 
information and docu- 
mentation coordinator. 

“I was demoted from 
ray position without 
apparent reason by the 
Parliament officials. This 
violates the Jordanian 
Civil Service Code, 
which prompted me to 
file the case,” Mr. Hassan 
told the Jordan Tunes 
Monday. 

In its Sept. 30 ruling, 
the court tribunal, headed 
by Judge Abdullah Had- 
dad and Judges Jamil 
Haddadin. Misbah Thiab, 
Haitham Gbareibeh, and 
Ismael Om^, decided lo 
cancel the job transfer of 
Mr. Ayed, “because the 
job he was transferred to 
does not exist in the State 


plans for government 
positions.” 

“I am happy that I won 
the case and I was sure 
that the judiciary was 
going to justify my case.” 
he said. 

Mr. Ayed added that be 
is planning to file a sec- 
ond lawsuit because he 
was again demoted when 
be was transferred from 
his Parliament position to 
±e Ministry of Culture 
and Youth, two weeks 
before the case was set- 
tied in court, he claimed. 

”1 was informed of the 
move only five days 
ahead of time, and this 
violates my rights as a 
h uman and as a govern- 
ment employee,'* Mr. 
Ayed said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 
•97 FESTIVAL 

* Graphics by Rafa Nasiri of Iraq, 
Ziad Dalloul of Syria, and Najia 
Mehadji at the South Hall. 

Paintings bv Jordanian artist 
Mohammad Qailoka at the Middle 
Hall. 

* Sculpture, drawings, and paint- 
ings by Jordanian artist Rajwa Ali. 

* Works by contemporary Arab 
anisis at the Blue House. 

* Paintings by children of Zarqa 
reflecting on the problem of pollu- 
tion at the Byzantine church. 

FILM 

* ‘The Mask” at the British 
Council, Jabi .Amman at 6:(X) p.m. 


PLAV 


* ChUdren’s . 
Traffic Rules” at 


“Shahrour and 
e Royal Cultur- 


al Centre at 10:00 a.m. (daily until 
Oct. 16). 

EXmBlTiONS 

* Japanese pottery exhibition by 
Soei Obiya at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, until OcL 9. 

* Exhibition of paintings and 
weaving entitled “Murmurs of Our 
Land’' by Rihan Ghassib and Bani 
Hamida at Bani Hamida House 
(Tel. 658696/7). until OcL 30. 

* Exhibition of Catalan masters 
of the 20th century entitled “Aura 
Mediterrania” at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts, until 
OcL 28 (except T^iesdays). 

* CJuik exhibition “Piecing It 
Together” by Ms. \%ginia Harris at 
the American Centre, Abdoun, 
iinril Oct. 20. 


Statistics 
department, 
U.N. group 
examine 
last census 

AMMAN (Petraj — The 
Department of Statistics 
Monday organised a meet- 
ing, in conjunction with the 
U.N. Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA) office 
in Amman, to examine the 
results of the 1994 national 
census, the most recent cen- 
sus held in the Kingdom. 

The two-day meeting will 
focus attention on demo- 
graphic, sociaL and healffi 
issues revealed by the cen- 
sus, which was conducted 
by the department with 
assistance fiom UNFPA, 
according to Abdul Hadi 
Alawin, the department 
director. 

He told the opening ses- 
sion that the participants in 
the meeting, aU specialists 
in population-related 
issues, will review 1 1 work- 
ing papers, adding that pop- 
ulation studies are the most 
important dement in realis- 
ing improved social and 
economic conditions. 

Most developing nations 
suffer from probl^ that 
endanger their peoples* 
health and food security. 
Dr. Alawin said, wanting 
that unless a ppropriate 
measures are t^n to 
address these pioblems, 
serious consequences 
would follow. 

He said the rising rates of 
population growth are out- 
stripping die economic 
growth in most developing 
nations, and pointed out 
that demographic statistics 
and data are vital for ded- 
sion-making and p lanning 
for socio-economic pro- 
jects. 

A UNFPA representative 
outlined the fiind*s assis- 
tance to develofting coun- 
tries to help them conduct 
general censuses, which he 
said can help decision-mak- 
ers find solutions to eco- 
nomic and social problems. 


Local supervisory committees for 
parliamentary elections sworn in 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid 
Monday ssdd the govern- 
ment is dettnnined to guar- 
antee free and fair elections 
next month and will remain 
comple^y neutral and 
intent on providing the nec- 
essary facilities for voters. 

At a swearing-in ceremo- 
ny for the hea& and mem- 
of central committees 
supervising the elections in 
21 districts, Mr. Rashid 
said: ‘Tbday ±e work of 
the central committees 
began. This is one of the 
most important roles in the 
course . of the election 
process, as die committees' 
weak will be the focus of 


public attention at the 
local, pan-Arab, and 
international levels.” 

The minister stated that 
the committees' role starts 
with the taking of the oath 
and ends up with the 
announcement of the elec- 
■don results, adding “you 
[committee members] are 
all administrative leaders in 
your districts and no doubt 
you have heard and read a 
lot about die accusations 
levelled against the govern- 
ment, even before we start- 
ed preparing for the elec- 
tions. 

“[There are accusations] 
that the elections will be 
rigged and forged and no 
doubt you hes^ calls by 
some for boycotting the 
elections. But ^ese accusa- 


tions have no value on our 
part,” he continued. 

“We are confident that, 
wi± God's help, we will 
have free. transparenL and 
fair elections and we hope 
that with your efforts, the 
Jordanian people will elect 
the qualified E*arliament 
that they deserve,*’ the min- 
ister added. 

He said His Majesty King 
Hussein has instructed the 
govemment to ensure free 
and fair elections for all. 
stressing that the govern- 
ment does not support a 
certain political pa^, as 
'‘all the candidates are our 
sons, including the opposi- 
tion candidates. They are 
all part of the politick set- 
up that is needed for Jor- 
danian society.” 


The commioees, which 
are chaired by local gover- 
nors and include judges 
and government-appointed 
officials, will supervise the 
delivery of ballot boxes to 
local centres in each dis- 
trict on the eve of election 
day, the election process, 
and the counting of votes, 
and later will announce the 
final results. 

The Ministry of Interior 
also announc^ that ballot 
boxes have been increased 
from 2,900 boxes in the 
1993 elections to 3,695 
boxes for next month's 
elections. 

Nomination of candidates 
is due to begin Oct. 10 and 
will last three days. 


Human rights society asks government 
for new low-cost housing for poor 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian Society of 
Human Rights (JSHR) 
Monday issued a call for 
the govemment to con- 
struct low-cost housing 
estates for limited-income 
famili es and enable tisem to 
buy housing units by 
insralment_ 

A JSHR statement issued 
to mark World Habitat Day 
asked the government to 
undertake immediate mea- 
sures to resolve chronic 
housing problems by intro- 
ducing legislation to ensure 
low-cost housing, which it 
said can help ±e sector of 
society that has been suf- 
fering for at least ten years 
fixmt issues connect^ to 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 


Solving such problems 
cannot be achieved through 
statements, conferences, or 
mete promises, as has been 
the response by successive 
goverameuts in tite past, 
but through a drastic and 
practical series of steps to 
guarantee the social, cul- 
tural, and economic needs 
of die public, including 
their right to decent hous- 
ing, the statement said. 

Noting that Jordan has so 
far accomplished much in 
bousing projects and 
through the Housing and 
Urban Development Cor- 
poration (HUDC), the 
statement said a great deal 
remains to be done to 
address the chronic prob- 
lems. 

The JSHR statement 


drew attention to the points 
listed below. 

— Major parts of the res- 
idential areas in Amman 
and other goveraorates still 
suffer from poor services, 
including water, garbage 
disposal, street lighting, 
and environmeotal pollu- 
tion. The statement named 
Ruseifa as an example. 

— Certain public sectors 
have been exposed to 
forcible eviction from their 
homes, e.g.. the recent inci- 
dent that occurred at Dirar 
town in the Jordan Valley 
and the Shamieb district of 
Aqaba. The government 
was called on to avoid 
force in addressing prob- 
lems relating to housing, 
esp<rcially if poor people 
are involved. 


— The high cost of living 
is forcing the income-earn- 
ing members of families to 
place housing in second 
place after food in their 
budget, and therefore, low- 
cost housing schemes are 
desired to benefit the needy 
groups. The^thousands of 
vacant bousing units, main- 
ly in western Amman , can- 
not benefit the poor since 
they cannot afford them. 

Tlie statement commend- 
ed the government’s ongo- 
ing efforts to implement 
the social safety package to 
improve the infiastnicture 
and the environment of the 
Palestinian refugee camps 
and other underprivileged 
areas of Jordan. 


Agreement signed rescheduling 
$1 million of debt to Denmark 


AMMAN (Petra) — An 
agreement was signed at 
the Ministry of Finance 
Monday on rescheduling 
nearly $1,094 million of 
Jordu’s debt to Denmark 
in implementation of a 
decision taken by the Paris 
Club in May of this year. 

Dorte Chorsten, charge 
d’affaires at the Danish 
embassy in Damascus, 
signed the agreement with 
Minister of Finance 
Suleiman Hafez, who said 
the agreement allows Jor- 
dan to pay this part of its 
debt is 20 instalments, the 
first to be paid on Oct 31, 
2008 and ffie last by April 
30, 2018. 

^th this agreement 
Denmark has rescheduled 
Jordanian debts totalling 
$6 milli on, all interest 
free, according to the min- 
ister. 

Foreign countries 
rescheduling Jordanian 
debts reflects the satisfac- 
tion displayed by creditors 
with the Kingdom’s suc- 
cessful steps in iinple- 
menting its economic 
restructuring programme, 
as per the agreement with 
the International Monetary 
Ftind (IMF), be added. 



Dorte Chorsten, charge d’affaires at the Danish embassy in Damascus, and Minister 
of Finance Suleiman Hafez Monday sign an agreement to reschedule $1,094 million 
(ff Jordan’s debt to Denmark (Petra photo) 


The agreement with 
Denmark was one more 
chain in a series of agree- 
ments that Jordan has 
signed with the Paris Club 
on rescheduling $400 mil- 
lion in debt, due between 
June of this year and Feb- 


ruary of next year, accord- 
ing to the mini ster. 

Hafez voiced Jor- 
dan’s tq>preciation of the 
Danish government’s 
assistance to the King- 
dom, which he said is 
enabling it to carry out its 


economic reform plans. 

Mrs. Chorsten said she 
was pleased with the con- 
clusion of the agreement, 
and said she hoped that the 
debt rescheduling will 
help Jordan effect its eco- 
nomic reforms. 


Primary health care to be discussed at 
Fifth Jordanian-French Medical Congress 


By Nadia Mnkhlis 

Special to the Jordan Tmes 

AMMAN — *TPrimary 
Health Care: Present and 
Future,” is the theme of the 
Fi^ Jordanian-French 
Medical Congress tiiis year, 
Fathia Saudi, president of 
the Jordanian-French Med- 
ical Association (JFMA) 
said. 

The subject oiigiiiated 
from the inqx)rtance of pri- 
mary health care wc^d- 
wid^ the extended con- 
cepts on the pievention of 
common dironic diseases 
such as hypertension, dia- 
betes, and osteoporosis, 
family p lanning, children’s 
health, accidents, and child 
abase. Dr. Saudi illustrated. 


The conference will 
address several health-relat- 
ed issues, including educa- 
tion, environment, and pop- 
ulation, she explained. 

Seve^ experts from 
France will be lecturing at 
this conference, as well as a 
consultant fiom the World 
Health Oiganisation, the 
president of the Doctors of 
the World, a French non- 
governmental oiganisation, 
die president of Jordan- 
ian-Reoch Friendship 
Society in the French par- 
liament, and the president 
of the JFMA in France, she 
added. 

His Royal Highness 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid is the 
honorary president of the 
association, which will con- 


vene its congress in Amman 
in December. 

The JFMA started its 
activities in 1991, on the 
initiative of local doctors 
that graduated fiom France. 

It aims at developing 
communication and mutual 
support between doctors 
and health teams from both 
countries. Dr. Saudi said. 

The JFMA is registered in 
France, where medical doc- 
tor Jacques Milliez is the 
president of the association. 

The first Jordanian- 
French Medical Congress 
was held in 1991. where 
paediatric issues were dis- 
cussed, followed in 1992 
with a congress concerning 
economic and oiganisation- 
al aspects of health sys- 


tems. 

In 1993, the third 
gress examined the c 
nuity of medical educt 
while the last congresi 
cussed genetics and ge 
diseases. 

The choices of the 
jects, including the 
nomic aspects of h 
care, insurance, and 
ical education, are of g 
al interest to several 
cialities in the plannii 
health systems. Dr. i 
stated. 

The Ministry of H 
and several univeis 
medical stndy depaiti 
are playing a major p: 
the preparations of the 
gress. she added. 



4 World News 


Blair signs anti-crime accord 
at Kremlin in first Russia visit 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair met President Boris 
Yeltsin here Monday at the 
start of his first official visit 
to Russia, signing an anti- 
mafia accord and bringiiig a 
new warmth to the coun- 
tries’ relations. 

The two men ignored 
heavy rain to shower each 
other in mutual admiration 
during talks at the Kremlin, 
where Mr. Blair signed an 
acctnd with counterpart 
\^ktor Chernomyrdin on 
fighting international crime 
otganis^ons. 

The anti-crime accord 
sought to bring national 
security; services into closer 
cooperation ag ains t the 
increasingly long reach of 
mafia groups, particularly 
Russian mafia oigaoisa- 
tions. 

'This agreement between 
Britain and Russia is going 
to be a very, very important 
part of doing everything we 
can to combat organised 
crime," Mr. Blair said. 

Ml Yeltsin said crime 
syndicates and the drugs 
trade were major threats 
which demand^ interna- 
tional cooperation, adding 
that Monday’s agreement 
raised the level of coopera- 
tion between Russia and 
Britain to a new level. 

A joint Russian-British 
operation this August result- 


ed in seven arrests in 
Siberia the sei 2 ure of 
200 kilogrammes of 
cocaine, a record haul for 
Russia. 

Mr. Yeltsin emerged fiom 
the talks clearly satisfied, 
saying: Tt was interesting 
for me because the meedDg 
lasted twice as long as 
planned. The talks were 
interesting for both of us.” 
InteifaK reported. 

“Our lelations are good, 
spotlessi" Yeltsin said, 
‘1>ut rnajor’ dynamism is 
needed 1 from both sides. 
Today -we will agree on 
this." I 

The I Russian leader 
heaped praise on his visitor, 
saying he was “very fond of 
young ^rgetic people, and 
Tony B)air is the youngest 
British ipriroe minister for 
many years. 

“He is the most energetic, 
thrusting politician,” said 
the 6^year-old Russian 
leader, j who has himself 
been ijeinvigorated since 
undergoing a multiple heart 
bypass joperation last Nov. 
5. I 

Mr. Blair, at 44 the 
youngest British premier 
this ceiJtury, said; “1 would 
like to speak of my personal 
admiration for everything 
Boris Y^tsin has done for 
Russia ud the world during 
these past few years. 

'It has been an extraordi- 


nary Story of progress and 
reform that could not possi- 
bly have been canied out 
but for his personality, his 
character and drive.” 

Mr. Blair said he believed 
the strong personal relation- 
ship established between 
the two men “will build into 
even stronger relations 
between our two countries.” 

Mi. Blair was also handed 
copies of official documents 
and personal papers of 
Britons taken prisoner by 
the Germans in Europe and 
in North Africa daring 
World War D, sa 3 ing the 
move was “a very emotion- 
al moment for many of our 
servicemen.” 

The originals will lemain 
in Russia until Mr. Yeltsin 
and the parliament resolve 
their dilute on whether 
war booty seized in 
Germany, ranging from 
documents to thousands of 
priceless art treasures, 
should be returned. 

MrJ Blair and Mr. Yeltsin 
were also expected to dis- 
cuss Europ^ security 
issues and relations between 
Russia and NATO, strained 
last >yeek after NATO forces 
in Bosnia took over four 
transmitters frt)m Bosnian 
Serb hardliners. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Russia 
wouljl take part in next 
May's summit of leading 
industrial nations in 


H. Kong on contaminated 
food from U.S. alert 


S! Korean groups threaten 
boycott of U.S. goods 


HONG KONG ( AFP) — 
Hong Kong was on alert 
Monday over American beef 
feared contaminated with a 
potentially deadly bacteria, 
just days after another he^th 
scare over U.S.-made ice 
cream. 

Health officials were hunt- 
ing for around one tonne of 
U.S. beef feared infected 
with the E-coU 0157:H7 bac- 
teria. a Health Department 
spokesman said. 

**Ws have taken samples 
from tibe markets. So far, we 
have not found any pres- 
ence” of the bacteria, she 
said. 

Officials uiged the public 
to ensure beef is thoroughly 
cooked to “minimise bealfe 
risks.” 

Soutii Korea banned die 
sale of Iowa Beef Packers 
meat when fraces (tf the bac- 
teria were found last 
Thursday. Three Hong Kong 
traders reportedly imported 
beef fiom the same supplien 

The spokesman said beef 
samples were bei^ tested 
for the bacteria as supplies 
were located but that r^ults 
would not be available for 
several days. 

“We have contacted the 
U.S. consulate fr>r more 
details,” she said. 

Health Diiecinr Maigaret 
Chan said late Sunday dial it 
was not clear how much of 
the shipment was on sale or 
whether it was contaminat- 
ed. 

“At this stage we can only 
call on meat to with- 
draw products on a volun- 
tary basis,” she said. 

There have been at least 
three cases of beef contami- 
nated with the bacteria here 
this year. \ 

In March, minced beef was 
found containing the ietrairi’ 
which has been linked to li 
deaths in Jsq)an and 20 in 
Scotland in recent months. 

H<»g Kong is also on con- 
stant alert against Chinftsp. 
vegetables contaminated 

with banned chemical fer- 
tilisers, and smuggled ship- 


ments of pigs which have 
not undeigone health checks. 

The beef alert came three 
days after health officials 
ordered die withdrasral from 
sale of some 8,000|ice cream 
bars believed to have been 
contaminated with listeria. 
About 1,0(X) bars were 
thou^ to have already been 
sold. 

Officials met two U.S. 
experts sent by American ice 
cream manufacturer 

Dreyer's after a b^b of its 
cookies ‘N Cream bars were 
found to contain a strain of 
lisi^ia. thought to have been 
caused by tainted milk. 

The Health Department 
spokesman said talks centred 
on bow die ice cream was 
made and the possible 
source of contamination. 

Jan Dohacty, a vice presi- 
dent of Dreyer's local dis- 
tributor Mountain Cream, 
told reporters “the [soduc- 
tion line has been h^ted to 
find the possible sort of con- 
tamination,” adding it was 
“an isolated case.” 

Listeria monocymgenes 
can cause fever, nausea, 
vomiting, diaizfao^ menin- 
^tis and miscaniages, oEfi- 
dais said. 

The young, the elderly and 
pn^nant women were most 
at risk. However, most peo- 
ple could consume products 
contaminated with foe virus 
without adverse efiects, the 
health department 

spokesman said. 

Dreyer’s exports more 
than four miUion litres of ice 
cream to Hong Kong annu- 
ally. 

Food poisoning in Hong 
Kong increased dramatically 
last year. In 1996. 4.98 cases 
for every 1(X),(XX) people 
were rqiorted compared 
with 3.25 the previous years. 

A U.S. Department of 
Agriculture inspection team 
was to arrive in South Korea 
late Monday to inspect 
toimes of beef found to be 
contaminated with the E^li 
bacteria. 


SEtjJUL (AFP) — South 
Korean civic groups foreat- 
ened Monday to boycott 
U.^. goods unless 
Washington stopped putting 
pressure on Se<^ to fiuther 
open up its auto maricet, as a 
U.S. team arrived to inspect 
allegedly-contaminated 
Antencanbeef. 

foe U.S. does not stop, 
we will use all means, and 
not just boycotting U.S. 
products, to figjbt this.” said 
Yoo BCi-Hong, head of one of 
the Icivic groi^>s densonstrat- 
ingjiiear tte U.S. embassy in 
central Seoul 

Tfie anti-U.S. protests 
caine as a four-member U.S. 
team from foe Department of 
Agriculture. led by Kay 
Wachsmufo, arrived in Seoul 
to dieck on South Korea's 
findii^ of E. coti bacteria in 
Nebraska beef, supplied by 
Iowa Beef Packers. 

Ojn arrival Ms, Wachsmufo 
expressed strcmg suspicions 
of foe South KorWn contam- 
ination findings and called 
for an eariy senlemoii of foe 
issue, Yoifoap News Agency 
said. 

An official at foe ^nistry 
of H^fo and WeU6are said 
they would explain foe find- 
ings to foe U.S. team, but 
would refuse a joint inspec- 
tion suggested by U.S. 
Secretary of Apiculture Dan 
Glickman. 

“We will explain to them 
our inq>ection procedures, 
arxl anything else they want 
to know. But we do not {rian 
to bold joint inspections,” he 
told AFP. 

Hong Krxig too was on 
alert Monday over U.S. beef 
after three of its traders 
reported they had imported 
b^ from foe -■MTPe supplier. 

At foe protest near foe U.S. 
embassy in Seoul the civic 
group ‘Teople’s >toory 21” 
handed over a letter 
addressed to U.S. President 
Bill Qinton. 

“The reason why U.S. cars 
are not selliog well in Korea 
is not because of foe trade 


barriers, but because of their 
competitiveness,” foe letter 
said. 

“We warn that such pres- 
sure will only hurt your 
country,” it said 
“Your country is also infu- 
riating Soufo Koreans 
because it seems as if you 
can’t trust our inspection of 
foe 0-157 (E. coU). You must 
realise that things like this 
only worsen relations 
between both countries.*’ 

In another demonstration, 
about 40 Soufo Koreans ral- 
lied at Seoul's Pagoda Padc 
utging citizens to sign peti- 
tions against U.S. goods. 

“We did a survey and 
found that more people were 
simply buying lek U.S. 
goo^ such as cigarettes,” 
said a spokeswoman for the 
Citizens Movement against 
Over-ConsumptiotL 
She said foe protesters 
made an “Uncle Sam” effigy, 
wearing blue jeans and a T- 
shirt. to demonstrate the anti- 
U.S. nature of foe [»otesL 
“We will continue to col- 
lect signatures and step 
our protests unless the U.S. 
stops pressure on ns to opea 
up our car market fiirfoeL” 
stesaid 

A trade dispute flared 
between the two nations after 
foe United States decided to 
probe Soufo Korea's barriers 
to car imports, and Seoul 
retaliated by saying it was 
ready to talre the dispute to - , 
tile World Trade ' 
Organisation (WTO). 

The U.S. tc^ representa- 
tive said South Korea would ! 
be the target of a Super 301 
investigation, which allows 
the U.S. government to act 
a gainst countries deemed to 
have engaged in “unreason- 
able, unjustifiable, or dis- 
c riTninatn ry” practices that 

restrict U.S. commeice. 

Meanwhile, Soutii Korea 
began inspecting U.S.-niade 
ice creams after finding 
some brands contained a 
strain of the bacteria listeria. 
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Birmingham, England, as a 
fully-fledged m^nber. and 
not as a special guest of foe 
G-7 grouping. 

Tt will be clearly stated 
(in Birmingham): ftom now 
on, not even foe slightest lit- 
tle thing will be discussed 
.by just seven,” he told 
Russia’s RTR television sta- 
tion. 

Mr. Blair was later to 
announce an increase of 500 
million pounds (S800 mil- 
lion) in British cr^t export 
gua^tees, and a decision 
to increase training funds 
for Russian businessmen 
five million pounds. 

British exports to Russia 
are now running at a billion 
pounds ($ 1 .6 bUIion) a year, 
up 16 per cent from last 
year, but still far bebind 
America and Gemiany. 

Mr. Blair's brief visit was 
a chance for London and 
Moscow to improve ties 
cooled by a series of dis- 
putes during former prime 
minister John Major's time 
in office, including a serious 
spy scandal and Russia's 
internationally condemned 
war in Chechenya. 

Mr. Blair was later to trav- 
el on foe Moscow under- 
ground system, starting ^ 
the central Revolution 
Square and getting off two 
stops later at Smolenskaya. 

hfr. Blair was to leave 
Moscow later Monday. 



LONDON (AFP) — 

Britain's Conservative 

Party, still reeling from its 
crushing defeat by Labour 
in the May general elec- 
tions. bolds its first annual 
conference in opposition for 
18 years this week with 
mor^e at rock bottom. . 

Party members are quit- 
ting in droves, internal 
administration is creaking, 
and new leader ^\llliam 
Hague, who succeeded John 
Major alter foe May deba- 
cle. is failing to convince. 

“The party is in a pitiful 
state, foe only encouraging 
aspect is that it can’t get 
worse," said Malcolm 
Tindall, an official of foe 
constituency party in 
Enfield Soufo gate, north 
London, considered one of 
foe more viable in foe capi- 
tal. 

Blinded by nearly two 
decades of power. Tory 
activists are only now dis- 
covering that foe party 
machinery is obsolete and 
foe movement is slowly 
unravelling. 

In foe 1950s foe 
Conservatives claimed 2.8 
million members. Estimates 
today vary from 140,(X)0 to 
250.000, against more than 
400.000 for Labour, but an 
accurate figure is impossi- 
ble to obtain because there 
is no central registry. 


Instead party management 
still lies largely with foe 
various constituency associ- 
ations. most of which are 
now left with no member of 
parliament to provide mutu- 
al supporL 

Each association is 
autonomous and is not 
obliged to account for itself 
to anyone, under a system 
set up by one of foe found- 
ing fathers of foe move- 
ment, Benjamin Disraeli, 
170 years ago. 

Many are now reduced to 
shadows of their former 
selves, without resources or 
workers. 

*^ore than half are not 
really working constituen- 
cies," Mr. Tm^l admitted. 

The decline in the number 
of loyal supporters is attrib- 
uted to neglect of foe grass 
roots by foe leadership, 
which traditionally takes all 
the decisions wifo little or 
DO consultation. 

As a result, foe average 
age of foe membership is 
hovering perilously around 
64. 

David Benson, from west 
London, conceded: “We did 
not recruibas many young 
people as we would have 
expected.” He would not 
admit bow many members 
his own association now 
had. 

“Our leadership has 


become remote and arro-' 
gant." lamented Enfield 
South Gate treasurer Bob 
Goss. “Any criticism was 
considered as an attack.” 

As usual, foe members of 
parliament — foe relative 
few who survived foe col- 
lapse in May — chose the 
new leader in June, coming 
up wifo foe Iresh-faced 
>K^am Hague, portrayed 
as a reunifier who would 
heal the party’s wounds. 

He will bring to foe party 
conference which opens in 
Blackpool Northwest 
England today, a plan to 
reorganise foe structure, 
supposedly giving more 
weight to foe grass-roots. 

But foe party remains dis- 
satisfied by Mr. Hague, who 
appears inexperienced, 
lacking a blueprint for the 
future and already guilty of 
mistakes. 

“Nobody asked us when 
be was elected, nobody 
knows what be really 
thinks,” said a young Tory 
local councillor, who pre- 
ferred not to have her name 
published. 

But she added: “We can't 
afford to topple our leader 
every six months. Now we 
have to unite and to rebuild 
foe party, or we’lJ vanish 
from foe political land- 
scape.” 


Malaysian premier 
rules out resignation 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysian IMme Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad said 
Monday he would not step 
down and accused Western 
media and financiers of Dying • 
to “get rid" of him. 

‘'Riere is definitely 
attem^ by certain parts of 
the Western media and fund 
managers to get rid of me. As 
far as I am concerned, it is a 
ftitile attempt," Mr. Mahathir 
told a news conference as he 
zetumed from a Soufo 
Amedcan tour. 

At the weekend. Ml 
M ahathir staked his rqHita- 
tion on solving foe country's 
finan cial crisis, hinting be 
may step down if he fails. 

Mabafoir voiced confi- 
dence foat Malaysia can over- 
come its currency and stock 
mad^ crisis “given time, dis- 
cipline and patience" but 
admitted lecoveiy was not 
going to be easy. 


'^e will do sn meriiing 
about iL This (crisis) is not a 
major problem for us com- 
pared to some countries, who 
have gone forough worse. We 
should not panic," be said. 

T am sure we can over- 
come this on our own since 
our fundamentals are still 
very strong but recovery is 
not going to be easy." he 
added. Mr. Mahathir remind- 
ed Malaysians “never to for- 
get that this is a blip on foe 
conpiter screen” where 
countless pec^le have lost 
.money and bet^e bankrupt, 
adding that “this is serious." 

The government has come 
under pressure to put its econ- 
omy in order after foe ringgit 
lost more than 30 per cent 
against foe dollar. The stock 
market has lost more than 
one-t^ of its capitalisatioa 
since a regional tunnoU set 
off by (he Thai baht's devalu- 
ation on July 2. 


Foreign investors have 
largely deserted foe 
Malaysian bourse and an eco- 
nomic slowdown is projected 
after growth of alxn« eight 
per cent a year since 1987. 

Ml M^iathir agnin took 
another swipe at foreign 
investors, whom he blames 
for manipuIatiDg foe ringgit 
and share prices. He said 
Malaysia w^d not bow 
down to foreign pressure. 

“We are ind^)end^ we 
want to remain independenL 
We want to have the freedom 
to criticise anybody we like," 
he said. 

■'We can recover but we 
cannot forgive them (foreign- 
ers) for whaL foey have done 
to us. We work 40 years to 
develop Malaysia and foe 
moment you are rich enough 
to be robbed, foey rob you.” 
he added. 


More than 200 killed in Sri Lanka northern battles 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Intense fighting between 
Sri Lankan security forc& 
and Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
left at least 207 people dead 
on both sides, defence offV 
cials said Monday. 

Fiercest fighting was in 
foe north where troops 
backed by tanks and heli- 
copter goD ships moved 
into territory held by the 
Liberation Tgers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) Sunday, a 
Defence Ministry statement 
said. 

There was heavy fighting 
in foe north near the 


Mankulam-Mullaitivu road 
and foe statement said 150 
guerrillas and 34 govern- 
ment soldiers were killed. 

Other defence sources 
said 38 soldiers were killed 
and more than 100 wound- 
ed. ‘Terrorists continued to 
engage croops with mor- 
foe statement said. 
‘Troops were supported by 
artillery and air force. A 
MI-24 helicopter (gun ship) 
was slightly damaged due 
to terrorist fire." 

The ministry said foe 
guerrillas mounted a pre- 
dawn counter offensive on 


troops manning defences 
ftirther south, near foe 
newly-captiired position of 
Kanakarayamkulam, 
Sunday night 

“This counterattack was 
very effectively repulsed by 
foe troops causing heavy 
casualties am^g them,” 
the ministry said. There 
were no reports of exact 
casualties ^m either side 
in foe pre-dawn confronta- 
tion. 

Within hours of foe 
attack, foe Tiger gnerrillos 
struck in foe eastern district 
of Ampara, overrunning a 


police station and killing 
eight constables, officials 
said. 

Local officials said at 
least 10 Tiger guerrillas 
died in the battle. ‘The 
Tigers have escaped after 
tnmhing ooe building and 
removing weapons from 
their victims,” a local offi- 
cial said. 

The government deployed 
air force jets to tiy and 
counter the attack by the 
rebels, some of whom 
escaped in tractor trailers. 
Fifteen constables were 
also injured, officials said. 


The Defence Ministry did 
not say bow many rebels 
were killed in foe police 
station battle but said there 
were “heavy casualties" 
among the Tigers. 

There was no imm ediate 
word from the LTTE about 
foe latest fighting in foe 
north and foe east of foe 
country. The fighting in the 
north is aimed at govern- 
ment troops'^ attempts to 
open a key land route to the 
northern peninsula of Jaffna 
which security forces cap- 
tured from Tiger guerrillas 
in December 1995. 


Official figures show 
more than 1,800 people 
from both sides have been 
killed since government 
security forces launched the 
cuirent ground offensive on 
May 13. 

Troops are battling to 
open the 75-kilometre 
stretch of road to Jaffna 
from the northern frontier 
region of Vavuniya, 254 
kilometres north of the cap- 
ital Colombo. 

The military has taken 
just over 17 kilometres of 
foe main road to Jaffna and 
have begun pushing for- 


ward through jungle terrain 
to avoid stiff rebel resis- 
tance along foe highway, 
military sources said. 

The militaiy has admitted 
losing about 730 soldiers 
since the campaign began. 

The LTTE is leading a 
drawn out campaign for 
independence in foe 
island s northern and east- 
ern regions which it claims 
as their traditional home- 
land. More than 50,000 
people have died in bitter 
fighting in foe past 25 
years. 
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Russian Prime Minister ^Tktor Chernomyrdin (right) and his British counterpart 
Tony Blair shake hands while exc hanging documents as Russian President Boris 
Yeltrin applaudes during a meeting at the Kremlin. The two prime ministers signed 
an agreement on combating crime (Renter photo) 

Conservative Party activists are 
truly blue ahead of conference 


Court 

rejects 

Basque 

leaders' 

defence 

motion 


MADRID (AFP) — The his- 
toric trial 23 Basque sepa- 
ratist politidans was dehyed 
Mood^ flowing a ftOed 
anempt by foe defotce to seek 
foe removal of foe pfeskfing 
Siqxeme Court judge. 

In a last-minute ^jpeal just 
as foe histone trial was to get 
under way, attomeys for foe 
Hern Batasuna Party argued 
foat foeir clients would not 
receive a fair tdal because 
Chief Justice Jose Auguste de 
\%ga has a daughter who 
w(^ for foe Inffidor Nfinistty 
vfoere foe judge made fiequoK 
visits in recent monfos. 

But foe eight Sipeme Cbuit 
judges v4x> corisidaed foe 
motiai ruled 'rt was “unfound- 
ed" following an emagency 
sessioD foat lasted sevori 
hours. 

It was unclear when foe trial 
! would start A judidal source 
! said that the tribunal would 
issue wifoin foe next 24 hours a 
new order for die defeodants to 
appear in court and the trial 
c^d open next Monday. 

Hem Rarngma is foe politi- 
cal wing of foe arme d sepa- 
ratist grexq} ETA which has 
been wagir^ a campaign to 
create an independent state iu 
foe Basque country and has 
grown incieasiD^ ut^)qxilar 
especially foDowing ^ July 
kinirig of a munidpd council- 
lor. 

Ttte party’s leaders^ faces 
charges of coDabevating wifo 
an armed groipL This stems 
from parly election rallies in 
1996 at which videotape 
showing hooded ETA paiaiiiil- 
itaries and deferufing £TA 
were broadcast 
The party, which has 12 per 
cent of foe Basque vote, is also 
accused defimdiiig two mur- 
ders, canied out Ity EtA. in 
Heoi Rainsuna press state- 
meats. 

The pxosecirtkfli is seeking 
an eight-year jail teem for each 
cf foe 23 defendants vdnk dvil 
parties, represented by various 
cxganisatioDS includiiig the 
AssociatioD for Victi^ of 
Tenorism. are expected to seek 
22 years in prism gainst foe 
acaised. 

The case marks foe first lime 
in Spanifo itistory that foe 
entire it’aHprghip of the Hem 
Batasuna Party has been put on 
trial The defendants in dte case 
have already served an average 
of two nxmfos in jail this year 
before agreeing to pay a bi^ 
sum to be freed (m baL 
FbDowiog tfadr arrest, foey 
bad to be frxcibly biou^ to 
court for foeir anaignmeDt 
after clairriing foat foey dSd not 
recognize foe Spanish justice 
system. 

The trial is backed by foe 
m^oriiy of foe Spanish p(^ 
cal cla^ wfokfo believes it is* 

high tirite te put an eiid to Hlem 

Batasuna’s “com{dkaty” wilfa 
foeEIA. 

Defence AnoDiQ' hugpIiuiD 
argued Moixlty il^ dr 
moticD to remove foe {xesid- 
rng judge fitxn foe case was 
ba^ CXI fiequeflt visits be 
made in recent monfos to foe 
Interior Mirriary .vfoete bis 
Slighter was reolalfyq^^ • 
ed 10 a high positiCKL 

He foe ^4^ ^ 

were probably « a personal • 
n^uic, they led to a “dose iclft* 

tkxiriiip” develop^ beri'^ 
foe ju^ and ministiy 
dais. 

Ml t nrin added foat ^ 
motkxi was also ^ 
‘■pies^” exerted ly foe 
eininenl on the couttso foatw® 
defendioics are fbuiid 
The Keni Bamsuna 
sh^ had 

attacks ahead (rfibe iri^ 


rt aigies IS pooncaiv 
ed. 

EEA has been 
foe late 1960s tecarwoa* 
indepento homdafol 
Basque couDtry of 
Sp^ Its bornHi®s 
attacks have Idl buodBO? 

councillor Mi^ 

Blanco (janido 
ultimatum, sparked 
outrage, cau^ 
people to take 
denoimcetentsiaD’ 
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World News 


American Stanley B. Pmsiner 


awarded 

STOCKHOLM (AFPl — 
Americao researcher Stan- 
ley B. Pmsiner won the 
Nobel prize for medicine 
Monday for his discovery 
of prions* agents thought to 
cause Alzheimer’s as well 
as the human and animal 
forms of mad-cow disease. 

Dr. Pmsiner, now a 55- 
year-old professor at the 
University of California at 
San Francisco, began his 
ground-breaking research 
25 years ago after one of his 
patients died of dementia 
resulting Aom Creutzfeld- 
Jakob disease (CJD). 

CJD is a degenerative 
brain disease in humans 
similar to bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy, or 
*‘mad cow” disease. 

In its citation, the Nobel 
committee hailed Dr. 
Piusiner’s discovery of pri- 
ons, ”an entiiiely new genre 
of disease-causing agents'*. 

His research “provides 
important insights that may 
fin^h the basis to under- 
stand the biologicial mech- 
anisms underlying 
demenda-related diseases, 
for example Alzheimer's 
disease, and establishes a 
foundation for drug dev'el- 
opment and new types of 
medical treatment strate- 
gies." 

Dr. Prusiner, who works 
in the university's depart- 
ment of neurology, “added 
prions to the list of well- 
known infectious agents 
including bacteria, viruses, 
fungi and parasites." the 
citation added. 

Prions exist normally as 
innocuous cellular proteins 
but they possess an innate 
capacity to convert their 
structures into highly sta- 
bile conformations that ulti- 
mately result in the forma- 
UoD of harmful particles 
which cause se\eraJ deadly 
brain diseases of the 
dementia type in humans 
and animals. 

Prion diseases may be 
inherited, transmitted or 


1997 Nobel medicine prize 



File photo of American' biochemist 
Stanley Pmsiner whose discovery 
provided key insights into demen- 
tia-related diseases (Reuter photo) 


occur spontaneously. 

Before Dr. Prusiner began 
his work, it bad been shown 
that CJD could be transmit- 
ted through extracts of dis- 
eased brahis. 

Dr. Prusiner took up the 
challenge to precisely iden- 


tify the infectious 
agent and ten 
years later, in 
1982, he and his 
colleagues suc- 
cessfully pro- 
duced a prepara- 
tion derived from 
diseased hamster 
b rains that con- 
tained a single 
infectious agenL 
Evidence inch- 
cated that the 
infectious agent 
comprised a sin- 
gle protein, and 
Dr. Pr^iner 
named it a prion, 
an acronym 
derived from 
“proteinaceous 
i^ectious parti- 
cle". 

The discovery 
was first peered 
by the scientific 
community with 
great scepticism, 
but Dr. Prusiner 
was able to define the pre- 
cise nature of the new 
infectious agent, isolating a 
gene probe and showing die 
prion gene was found in all 
animals and man. 

Hie prion protein, desig- 
nated PRP. could fold into 


two distinct formations, one 
that resulted in disease and 
the other normal. Dr. 
Prusiner showed that the 
disease-causing prion pro- 
tein bad infectious proper- 
ties and could initiate a 
chain reaction so that the 
normal protein is converted 
into the more stabile dis- 
eased protein form. 

The normal prion protein 
can be compared to the 
friendly Dr. Jekyll, and the 
disease-causing protein to 
the Dr. Hyde — the same 
enti^ but in two different 
manifestations. 

Dr. Prusiner's woik has 
“opened new avenues for 
understanding the patho- 
genesis of more common 
dementia-type illnesses,” 
the jury said, citing the 
example of Alzheimer's 
disease. 

“There are indications 
that Alzheimer's is caused 
when certain, non-prion, 
proteins undergo a confor- 
mational change that leads 
to the formation of harmful 
deposits or plaques on the 
brain,'’ it said. 

Dr. Prusiner’s work has 
also established a theoreti- 
cal basis for the treatment 
of non-prion diseases, and 
it may be possible to devel- 
op drugs that prevent the 
conversion of hannless nor- 
mal prion proteins to the 
disease-causing prion con- 
formation. 

The 76th American to win 
the Nobel prize for medi- 
cine, Dr. F^siner will be 
presented with the Nobel 
Prize, and a cheque for 7:5 
million kronor ($1 million), 
at an official ceremony in 
Stockholm on Dec. 10. ±e 
anniversary of the death of 
the Swedish inventor Alfred 
Nobel in 1896. 

Last year, the award went 
to Peter C. Doherty of Aus- 
tralia and Rolf Zi^eraagel 
of Switzerland for their dis- 
covery of how the immune 
system recognises virus- 
tmected cells. 


Nobel medicine prize 
winners oyer hst 10 yeeyrii 

STDCKHOLM (AFP) — Here follows a list of the w inner s 
of the Nobel prize for me^cine over the last ten years, 
awarded this year to Stanley B. Pmsinen 
1997: Stanley B. Prusiner (U.S.) 

1996: Peter C. Doherty (Australia), Rolf Ziiikemagel 
(Switzerland) 

1993: Edward B. Lewis (U.S.), Cfaiistiane Nussleio-W- 
hard and Eric F. Wieschaus (US) 

1994: Alfred G. Gilman (U.S.), Martin Rodbell-(U.S.) 
1993: Richard J. Roberts (U.S.), Phillip.^- Sharp (tj.S.) 
1992: Edmond H. Fischer (U.S.),. Edwin G. (U.S.) 

1991: Erwin Neber (Germany). Bert Sakmann (Ger- 
many) 

1 9^: Joseph R Murray (U.S.). E. Donnal Thomas (tf.S.) 
1989: Michael Bi^^ (U.S.), Harold B. Varmus (U.£l'.') 
19SS: Gertrude B. Hion (U.S.), George H. Hitchings 
(U.S.), Sir James W. Black (Britain) ' 


Australian PM under fire for 


demoting female mini sters 


SYDNEY l.AFP) — Prime 
Minister John Howard 
came under fire Monday, 
this time for demoting tu'o 
of his four female ministers 
in Sunday's ministerial 
reshuffle. 

The Daily Telegraph’s 
front page headline 
screamed "Men's Work'* 
while prominent feminists 
said the women and 
women's issues had been 
downgraded. 

The Australian said the 
reshuffle was “neat but neg- 
ative, clever but unimagina- 
live” while The Sydney 
Morning Herald said the 
limited changes “serve only 
to expose the lack of depth 
in his team." 

And to add to Mr. 
Howard's woes, a poll in 
leading Current Affairs 
magazine found his stand- 

Indonesia 

JAKARTA (R'l — Chofcinc 
smog hanging over Southeast 
Asia is expected to lift this 
month with the beginning of 
the tnonsoon season. Indone- 
sian go\’emmeni officials said 
Monday. 

And Emironmeni Mining 
SarwcHio Kusuma^tadja 
said Indonesia would ensure 
that the smog, caused b>' hun- 
dreds of oui-of-comrol forest 
and bush fires, did not recur in 
later \*ears. 

“OdierwT.se we are all out of 
business.” he told a new's con- 
letcnce. 

President Suhano Sunday 
repeated an apology for the 
smog drifting across South- 
east Asia fiom fires he 
described as an unffecedenied 
natural i^saster. 

The smog has angered peo- 
ple in nei^bouring nations, 
and indn r»qa has been criti- 
cised both at home and abroad 
few what Ls seen as its slow 
response to the crisis. 

Sri Dihano, the head of 


ing. along with Opposition 
Labour leader Kim Beaz- 
ley, had fallen after the trav- 
el perks scandal that culmi- 
nated in the attempted sui- 
cide of a senator. 

Mr. Howard stripped 
Amanda Vansione of the 
employmenL education and 
training portfolio Sunday 
and demoted her to the less- 
er portfolio of justice while 
women's affairs was 
removed altogether from 
cabinet. 

That job was given to 
Judy Moylan but she was 
relieved of her family ser- 
vices portfolio. 

Mr. Howard Monday dis- 
missed suggestions that the 
reshuffle downgraded the 
interests of women. "Any- 
body who sees the situation 
where you've got a woman 
full-time on the job looking 


says smog 

Jakarta's Meteorology Depart- 
ment. said the .smog would 
start to lift in the iniddle of 
October with the onset of the 
monsoon, ending a protracted 
drought. 

He told the news conference 
that rains wcHild be wide- 
spread in the Sumalia and 
Kalimantan regions, the site of 
(be biggest bu^ fires. 

Rres across an estimated 
750,000 hectares on Sumatra 
and in Kalimantan, on the 
Indonesian side of Borneo 
Island, triggered the smog 
which has hit Singapore and 
Malaysia and drifted as far as 
Thail^d and the Philippines. 

The fires have destrONed 
plantaticMis and timber forests, 
causing losses of about 45.7 
billion rupiah (S12 millions 
and led to the cancellation of 
:ijout 3J572 flights because of 
low vTsibiliiy, otiw officials 
said. 

Mr. Diharto said efiVxts to 
put out the blazes by Indone- 
sian and Malaysian firefight- 


afrer the status of women as 
pan of my ministry is in 
some way downgrading 
women's affairs, well that is 
just ridiculous,” he told 
reporters. 

"The net outcome of that 
will be an enhanced focus 
on women's issues." 

But Eva Cox of the 
Women's Electoral Lobby 
said: “I think it is interest- 
ing that two women who 
are prepared to. in a sense, 
commit themselves as 
being supporters of a lot of 
women's issues have both 
been demoted. 

“There is quite a problem 
about being able to speak < 
out, not on specific* 
women's issues, but on the 
general issues and how they 
affect women.” 

Her views were endorsed 
by Susan Ryan, a former 

will lift in 

ers had started to bear fruit 

*Tbe number of bot spots m 
Sumatra and Kalimantan is 
declining in line with the rains 
and the efforts to put out the 
fires," Mr. Dihano said. 

He said some rain had 
already fallen in ports of 
Sumatra, Kalimantan and 
Java, adding that mexe wide- 
qiread tains were expected to 
fall throughout the archipel- 
ago io November. 

Mr. Kusumaatmadja said 
most of the fires had been 
started by plantation compa- 
nies clearing land to plant new 
trees. 

'The contributiem of small- 
scale burning (by traditional 
slash-and-b um cultivators) is 
very sm^” he said. 

Asked if political connec- 
dcos of some of the big plan- 
tation owners would hinder 
ai^ a^on the government 
might wish to talre, he said: 
“For the time bring- all con- 
nections are off. And 1 hope 
forevo: 1 have been given a 


cabinet minister in Bob 
Hawke's Labour govern- 
ment. 

“It will mean that infor- 
mation about women's 
work needs, health needs 
and so on will be even fur- 
ther removed from the day- 
to-day business of the cabi- 
net'’ 

Women's advisor to for- 
mer Labour Prime Minister 
Paul Keating, Anne Sum- 
mers, said: “There’s no 
doubt women have been the 
losers in this reshuffle.” 

Labour finance 

spokesman Nick Sherry, 
who slashed his wrists after 
being accused by the con- 
servative coalition govern- 
ment of claiming ^3,0(X) 
in travel allowances while 
staying with his mother, 
remained in satisfactory 
condition in hospital. 


October 

frieehand. 

"Action ag^nst 'these com- 
panies is proceeding at a very 
uo-lndoD^an pace,” Mr. 

TCiiaimafltnwIjn 

Agriculture Nfinister Syari- 
fijddin B ahar syah said the 
fires had hit 242 friontations, 
mostly rubber and palm oil, on 
Kalimantan and Sumatra, cov^ 
eiing a total 121,630 hectmes. 

'The reptxts we have 
received say that most of the 
fires have been put out, except 
diose at 10 illations, whi^ 
are stiff bummg in areas affect- 
ed by land-cl^riDg activities.” 
said Ml Bahais;^ adffing 
his ministry bad summnned 

29 con^mies believed to have 
burned land to open planta- 
ticxis. 

Forestry Munster Dja- 
maludin Sooyohadikusuino 
said 96,700 beexares of ntuunil 
and limbff frxests been 
burnt, adding that forestry 
companies 1^ suffered at 
least 45.7 billion itpah in 
losses. 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, October 7, 1997 
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10 Bosnian Croat war crimes 


suspects surrender to U.N. 



Bosnian Croat Dario Kordic speaks at 
Split airport before leaving Croatia to 
sunrender to the U.N. war crimes tri- 
bunal in the Hague (Renter photo) 


SPLIT, Croatia (AFP) — 
Ten Bosnian Croats, includ- 
ing one of Bosnia’s most 
wanted war crimes sus- 
pects. Dario Kcudic. flew 
voluntarily out of here 
Monday to answer war 
crimes charges before the 
U.N. tribunal in the Hague. 

They will appear before 
the International Criminal 
Tribunal for tbe former 
'Yugoslavia charged with 
crimes against Muslims in 
central Bosnia in 1992 and 
1993- 

The 10 men left aboard a 
Dutch Hercules C130 plane 
which set off from tbe air- 
port in the soudiem Croat- 
ian port of Split at 10:30 
(0830 GMT). 

Speaking on behalf of tbe 
suspects, Mr. Kordic, 36, a 
wartime Bosnian Great 
commander in central 
Bosnia who is accused of 
crimes against humanity, 
said they would return wiffi 
ffieir heads held high. 

‘^e have come to the 
Republic of Croatia and 
voluntarily turned ourselves 
over to tbe Croatian author- 
ities, trusting that TYesident 
(Ranjo) Ihdjman and the 
Croatian government will 
be a guarantee of a fair and 
speedy trial before the 
international tribunal,” he 
said. 

“We shall endure all this 
as we have endured every- 
thing so far, and will return 
to where we are with our 
heads held high," he said, 
looking tense. 


Going with Mr. Kordic to 
the Hague were the former 
Bosnian Croat commander 
in the central town of Vitez, 
Mario Cerkez. former Vitez 
Mayor Ivan Santic and for- 
mer >fitez police chief Pero 
Skopljak. 

There were also six for- 
mer Bosnian Croat militia 
members from the group 
known as “Kupresldc and 
others” — Zoran Kupres- 
kic, Mitjan Kupreskic, 
Vladimir Santic, Drago 
Josipovic, Marinko Katava 
and Dragan Papic. 

The ten men, of whom the 


only one in 
custody was 
Skopljak — 
he had been 
in jail in 
Croatia — 
were accom- 
panied to tbe 
plane by 
international 
an(l CioatiaD 
officials. 

Their 
departure 
foUowed 
intense 
international 
pressure on 
Zagreb 
which bad 
backed its 
Bosnian 
Croat kin in 
the war, 
notably 
from Wash- 
ington 
wffich 

blocked a 
$30 million World Bank 
loan. 

The 10 agreed to hand 
themselves in after Zagreb 
won guarantees from the 
United States that the trials 
would take place within 
three to five months. 

U.S. envoy Robert Gel- 
bard. welcoming Monday's 
events as a “step forward" 
warned that Bosnian Sert> 
war crime suspects should 
pay heed and follow suit. 

“Those who surrender 
today will be assured of a 
fair trial and due process. 
Their willingness to appear 


voluntarily at the Hague to 
face the charges brought 
against them is an example 
that other indictees would 
be well advised to follow," 
he told a press conference 
here. 

He warned that Washing- 
ton would keep open ^ 
options to bring to justice 
war crimes suspects 
such as former Bosnian 
Serb Leader Radovan 
Karadzic, fonner Bosnian 
Serb military chief Ratko 
Mladic and former Croatian 
Serb leader Milan Martic. 

“Those indictees still at 
large who choose not to 
surrender must know that 
tbe United States remains 
committed to keeping open 
all possible options for 
making them available to 
the tribunal for prosecu- 
tion," he said. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
Croatian authorities, presi- 
dential advisor Ivic I^salic 
said Zagreb had demon- 
strated its commitment to 
tbe 1995 Dayton Peace 
accords and the 1994 Wash- 
ington agreement which set 
up Bosnia’s Muslim-Croat 
Federation. 

“The role and the assis- 
tance of the Croatian 
authorities has been moti- 
vated by the wish to safe- 
guard the personal dignity 
of the indictees and to pro- 
tect general Croat interests 
in tbe Republic of Croatia 
and the (Muslim-Croat) 
Federation of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina,” he said. 


Inconclusive polls herald 
Yugoslav uncertainty 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Inconclusive presidential 

elections in both parts of fed< 
eral Yugoslavia were a s^- 
back fer Balkan sttongman 
Slobodan Nfilosevic and a 
prelude to moodis of political 
uncenamiy, {xeliminaiy 

results showed Monday. 

The vote in Serif's presi- 
dential run-off was likely to 
be invalidated because of a 
turnout below die required 
50 per cent, while Montene- 
gro’s election headed for a 
second round as neither of 
tbe two mam candidates won 
a majexity in tbe first 

In Belgrade, tbe parties of 
bodi ^bjislav Se^j and 
ZCHUn lilic rfaimprf to be 
ahead in the contest to suc- 
ceed Mr. Milosevic as Ser- 
bian leader; a position he 
vacated vriien elected 
Yugoslav fxesident in July. 

Monteo^jo will hedd its 
runoff election on Oct 19, 
between die incumbent and 
an outspoken critic of Mr. 
^filosevic, die electeial com- 
missionsaid. 

Neither Resident Momir 
Bulatoric nor his main chal- 
lenget Prime Mimster hfilo 
Djutonovic. won an outright 
majority in the first round, 
with preliminaiy results 
released Monday showing 
Mr. Bulatovic whb over 47 
per cent to Mr. Djukanovic's 
46 per cent 

hfr. Bulaunic is a dose 
ally of Ml Milosevic, while 
Ml Djukanovic has criti- 
cised him strongly for failing 
to introduce democratic 
lefrxms.and. boost die econo- 
my. Belgrade and Mr. Bula- 
tovic accuse Mr. Ejukanovic 
of wanting to take the rqiub- 
licout of the federation. 

Tbe other six canffidates 
were well adnlt Thraout was 
over 67 per cent 

Observers in Podgorica say 
that Mr. Bulatovic, Montene- 
gro's leader since 1992, has a 
stable voting base, while the 
more dynamic pronier 
w^d probably not get the 
same amount of suf^xxt as in 
tte first round. 

‘^Whatever the outcome in 
the two rqublics will be, it 
will bring a weak Yugoslav 
federation to the edge of 
political oisis,” a Western 
diplomat here said. 

In Serbia, Mr. Seselj’s 
extreme right nationalist 
Radical Party claimed out- 
right victoiy over Ml Milo- 
sevic’s handpicked successor 
Zoran Lilic, of tbe strong- 
man’s Sodalist Party (SPSX 

But die Seibian electoral 


commission had yet to 
announce pieliminary results 
by midday Monday and Bel- 
grade's state-coDtroUed 
media reported the turnout 
was below the required 50 
percenL 

The radicals claimed their 
man bad won outright with 
51 per cent of the votes, 
ahead of Mr. Lilic's 48 per 
cent, with 93 per cem of die 
votes counted Tb^ also 
claimed turnout was over SO 
percent 

SPS ^kesman Ivica 
Dacic said Mr. Lilic was 
ahead but added: “The 
turnout probably will not 
reach SO per cent” 

If the low turnout is con- 
firmed Sertei will face sev- 
eral months without a presi- 
dent as fiesh polls have to be 
called by tbe newly-appoint- 


ed parliament speaker. 

And the asse^ly has not 
met yet following the legisla- 
tive elections held on 
21, held simultaneously with 
the first round of tbe presi- 
dential polls. 

Observers in Belgrade say 
it could be the end of the year 
before a new run-off is 
staged 

And Serbia will also face 
problems in forming the gov- 
ernment since it f^ to the 
president to propose a prime 
minister. 

The SPS f^ed to win a 
majoriQ' in the Seibian 
assembly, getting just 110 
seats in the 2S0-sliong pailia- 
m?iu, 16 shrat of an al^lute 
majority. 

Mr. Seselj' party won 82 
seats and Vuk Draskovic's 
Serbian Renewal Movement 


(SPO) came third wtitib 45 
seats, widi the rest going to 
minor parties representing 
ethnic Hungarians, Muslims 
and Albanians. 

'The uncertainty of Ser- 
bia’s electorate is a more seri- 
ous problem for Milosevic 
than the failure to elect new 
piesideot,” a Wsstem diplo- 
mat here said 

Sunday’s vexing took place 
amid wideqaead disiffusion- 
ment among Serbia's 10 mil- 
lion population and a boycott 
call by 12 main of^iosition 
parties diat seemed to have 
been heeded 

Some 1.3 million ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo also 
refused to vote, as dior have 
done since Mr. Milosevic's 
regime stripped their south- 
ern Seibian province of its 
autonomy in 1989. 
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Netanyahu fails promise 

Israelis risk losing security and peace 


LESS THAN two yea^ after he was voted into 
office, primarily on thd promise of providing the 
Israefi people with peace and seenrity, the Isi^U 
prime minist er. BenyamiD Netanyahu, has put his 
people at the risk of losing both. 

His reckless short-sigbt^ policies are threaten- 
ing the collapse of the very delicate peace- making 
I process that was carefully nurtured over the last 
I five years. 

Netanyahu is, obviously, a leader with no vision 
other than that of realising short-term gains 
which beghi and end with tdeviaon in sound 
bites and newspaper headlines. What he has mis- 
erably failed to understand is that peace is the 
only option for everybody in this re^on, that 
bringing about such a peace needs dear strate- 
^es not tb^tricai performances. 

The botched assassination attempt in Amman 
last week against Khaled Misha’al, chairman of 
the Hamas poUtburo, is the latest in a series of ill- 
conceived and stnpid decisions the prime minis- 
ter has made. Netanyahu has violated a sacred 
code of conduct by authorising the assassination 
attempt in Jordan, the country whose sacrifices 
for peace have yet to be matched in the re^on, 
whose record in fighting terrorism is beyond the 
reach of even Israel itselE 
Jordan had many options in ri valing with this 
infiringement on its sovereignty. But it chose the 
path Aat best serves its interests and minimises 
the damage Netanyahu is consistently inflicting 
on the cause of peace. It saved Misba’aTs life, 
gave the world yet another example of its bal- 
anced and wise policies and left Netanyahu to 
grapple with the consequences of his shameful 
deed. The message that came out of Jordan is that 
It will allow no one to threaten its stabUity,- to 
encroach on its sovereign^, to harm its dtbsens 
and to kill the peace process. 

In contrast, what Netanyahu did was try to 
export terrorism to a friendly country, jeopardise 
the aspirations of his people for a peaceful life 
and show the world ai^ his people that he could 
not be trusted with the fate of the peace process. 

It is now up to the Israeli people and the inter- 
nationa] commoni^ to prevent Netanyahu ftom 
denying the Middle East the peace for which it 
has long yearned. The Israeli people have wit- 
nessed firsthand the genuineness of the peace 
which Jordan is trying to build with them. They 
have also seen what Netanyahu can do to duty 
them the chance of keepii^ that peace and 
expanding it to indude others in the r^on. Peace 
is a cause worth fighting for. The Israelis who 
want that peace cannot have a more worthy fi^jt 
than to stand up to Netanyahu and abort what he 
is trying to do to them. 

So must the United States act on what appears 
to be its conviction that neither it nor the Arab 
countries can do business with the Likud leader. 
The balance of world power has made the U.S. 
the only coontry with enough leverage to effec- 
tively influence the peace process. Washington 
can and must exert pressure to protect Us inter- 
ests and those of the people of the Middle East 
Netanyahu has reveled all tihe cards up his 
sleeves. These are cards with which no one can 
play. If^tb Netanyahu, there can simply be no 
game to play. 

As Labour MK Dalia Itzik observed recently, 
*^the fatal combination of arrogance, inexperi- 
ence and obtuseness that cluu:acterises , 


Netanyahu’s actions came to a head in thk oper- 
ation <the attack on Misha’al).” The world should 


not have to live with his policies. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’i's Yasser Abu Hilaleh. commenting on a 
recent major oil deal between France and Iran worth 
more than $2 billion, said the deal posed the first 
major challenge by a Western country to the U.S. 
Abu Hilaleh said Washington had warned that it 
would impose a boycott on any company which con- 
cludes deals worth more than $40 million with Iran or 
Libya. But Europe, and particularly France, reject 
such threats and do not accept American hegemony 
on their companies, he said. T^e writer added that the 
French company. Total, has defied the U.S. threats 
following the example of Russia which concluded 
major oil deals with Iran. The Arab countries, wlijcb 
are linked to Iran historically, culturally and reli- 
giously, should follow. France's lead and atrive at 
economic agreements with the Islamic republic that 
are their interest and thus defy the U.S. blockade 
imposed on Iran and the unjust embargo imposed on 
Iraq and reject American hegemony ouuight, Abu 
Hildeb said. Saying that the U.S. has been striving to 
weaken the Arab and Islamic World through its 
threats of sanctions and boycotts and is pursuing its 
own selfish interesu, the writer said the Arab coun- 
tries have all the right to pursue their own interests as 
well. 


Thfe real, historic dangers, opportunities in the Middle E 



CLOAK-AND-dagger-style assassination attempts, urban 
car chases, midnight releases from jail, rumours of 
detainee swaps, and on-again, ofif-again diplomatic nego- 
tiations dominate the news headlines in the Middle East 
these days — but don't be fooled, for the real contours of 
our region's histo^ are to be found elsewhere. 

Tlie Anfo-Israeli conflict bas become almost mar ginal to 
most Middle Easterners by any measure of accounting, 
and appears to be inching towaids a clumsy compromise 
that promises to folly satisfy no single party, b is possible 
that the sort of Arab-Israeli peace being negotiate these 
days will be a replay of two other fiaw^ peace accords in 
recent memory — the U.S.-Vietnamese peace treaty of 
1973, and the May 1993 Lebanon-Israel accord. Both 
unravelled or were never implemented, because they did 
not achieve a balanced and fair compromise; rather, they 
institution^ized the prevailing power imbalances and 
chronic humiliations that plagued one of the key parties. 
The Arab-lsraeli peace process may follow a similar 
route, though 1 personally hope that t^gs will not prove 
so gloomy. 

Tte more interesting trend these days throughout tiie 
Middle East, especially in the Levant area, is how so 
many people from all walks of life appear to luive put the 
Arab-Israeli conflict aside or even behind them, in terms 
of their day-to-day preoccupations. This is not because 
they feel it bas been resolved — rather, they foel it is 
unlikely to be resolv^ fairly, and so more and more peo- 
ple in tile region focus their energies on equally pressing 
but more attainable issues. 

Consequeotiy, and broadly speaking, Arab passions are 
steadily subsiding over traditionally hot and often humil- 
iating issues the Arab-Israeli ccmflict and the 
encounter with Western imperial and colonial powers. 
The in^ issues that drive ordinary people's concerns and 
mobilise them politically are domestic, oi^ very local 
— issues about social and legal equity, economic well- 
being, fomily securify, personal lesp^ and fre^oms, and 
a wide sense of human dignity. The pressing power rela- 
tionship on the minds of most ordinary Arabs, 1 would 
suggest, is not vis-a-vis Israel or Western powers, but 
rather vis-a-ris our own central govenunents and domes- 
tic political powers. 

'Ilired Arab countries are particularly worth watching in 
this respect — Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt. They may 
offer a glimpse into whether domestic political attitudes 
are likely to promote future political ^Jsility or turbu- 
lence in this region. All three countries have opened up 


sufficient political space for the free explosion of ideas, 
ideologies and identities, and what we wimess in these 
lands is instructive. 

In Lebanon, the former leader of the HizboUah oigani- 
s^on. Sheikh Subbi Tufoili, has launched a civil disobe- 
dience drive that he calls revolt of the hungry.'’ His 
mass movement, centred on the economically depressed 
Bdtaa Valley and Heimel regions, aims to check the dete- 
rioration in many Lebanese people's living standards and 
basic education, health and employment conditions. Even 
the rightist Phalangist leader Karim Pakradouni has 
warned that the Lebanese government's focus on laissez- 
faire economics and its lack of attention to rising poverty 
threaten to spark massive social and political unrest He 
has warned that the continuing shrinkag e of die Lebanese 
iniddle class and the advent of 30 per cent of the pecula- 
tion living in poverty are promoting anger and disillu- 
sionment that are not confined to the Shi'a poor, but also 
plague other Lebanese Muslims and Christians. An esti- 
mated 200,000 people are Impacted by the economic 
recession in the Baalb^-Hermel areas in Lebanon. 

In Egypt a potential mass movement a^inst the gov- 
ernment has b^n sparked by the implementation of a new 
law drat lifts long-standing rent ccmtcols on agricultural 
land. The law ^ows landowners to renew their leases 
, with tenant farmers on terms much more favourable to tire 
land owners, or to terminate the leases (with compensa- 
tion) and throw the peasant farmers off lands that they 
have worked for decMes. Violent and peacefiiJ protests 
a^u^ the new land law have already resulted in deaths, 
injuries and imprisonmenL Up to five million Egyptians 
may feel the consequences of the new land law. 

in Jordan, a combination of stringent economic adjust- 
ment policies, the still controversial peace accord with 
Israel, and increasingly vocal concerns about tiie quality 
of political liberalisation bas sparked a potentuJly power- 
ful but still slightly diffused oj^sition coalition compris- 
ing leftists. pan-Arab national^. Islamists aiul 
Transjordanian nationalists. About 20 per cent of 
Jordanians are thought to live at or below the poverty line. 

Not surprisingly, die expressions of discontent and fear 
by onhn^ Lebanese. Jordanians and Egyptians have 
generated economic and political resistance that is being 
tapped by a new breed of political activists in all three 
countries, Coincidemally, also in all three states tiie 
International Monetary Fund and World Bank continue to 
issue upbeat reports on the potential benefits of impres- 
sive macro-economic adjustment Expressing the com- 


mon dilemma that ibeir central govenunents can ro®, 
ly call on buih-in majorities in their national 
opposition forces in alJ three states are attesqNj^P 
mobilise new constituencies comprising al h aDceaj||| 
economically poor, the socially m a rginalised 
politically discontented ' SB 

At stake here is not only the immediate materia^B 
being of citizens and their families, but also the 
law-based political cultures based on foundatienB 
respect, trust, dialogue, and consensus-building. 
though all three states enje^ open, democratising 
systems that permit public expression of oppos m^B 
state policies, the three systems have also ro p e S Bi^ 
foiled to achieve workable compromises on i^ 
domestic socio-economic issues such as food subs^g^R 
employment, education, medical care, low-cost 
and other such basic needs issues. 

The slow shift in people's concerns at the gias^^p 
level from Israel and imperialism to bread andjobs'l^K 
now as the s'lngle greatest test of dsese and otiief 
states' political capacity to respond to their citiz^. 
mounting concerns in an effective, peaceful and sust£ii^ 
manner . The woESt-case sccoaiio danger is that ccMitiEU^ 
teiuion and stalemate. in addressing real-life socW'eeo-' 
nc^c needs may result in corrosion in political trust; 
crediting of democratic pluralism, widoiing disparities in 
living standards and political power, and polaiis^cm of 
society into bitter and violent camps of haves and have- 
nots. The corresponding opportunity is to acc^ the 
expressions of d^content as genuine manifestations of 
real, indigenous concerns by loyal citizens, and to 
te^nd to them through a strengthening of democratic 
consensus-building and the political culture of reasonable 
compromise and power-sharing. 

Algeria. Somalia, Iraq, Sudan and other fractured Arab 
states stand as fri^tening reminders of what can happen 
when the opportunity is missed and the danger is activat- 
ed — when power elites and political systems ignore or 
only pay lip service to the early warning signs of genuine 
domestic (fiscontent rooted in socio-economic r&parity. 
The real historic events taking place in the Middle Ea^ 
these days ate only marginally related to the Arab-Israeli 
peace-making process that dominates die headlines; they 
are more centrally anchored in contentious political, 
social and economic contests and trmds within individual 
countries. 


Israel's violations of accords increasingly threaten 

international peace, security 


By Lu’ayy Minwer 
Al-Rimawj 


Following is the j^h (and 
last) of a series of articles 
and excepts from work due 
for publicaiion in the forth- 
coming issue of the 1997 
Yearb^k of Islamic and 
Middle ^zstem Laws, 
London, U.K.. dealing with 
the issue of Israeli cmlirm 
settlements in light of recent 
political developments. The 
author, who contributed the 
article to the Jordan Times; 
is a law doctoral researcher 
in regulation of Arab secu- 
rities markets and a 
Tutorial Fellow and part- 
time teacher of internation- 
al law at the London Sdiool 
of Economics, Vruversity of 
London: 


ARMED WITH the major 
concessions it clinched in 
the Hebron Protocol, tte 
Israeli government on Feb 
26, 1997, unilaterally decid- 
ed to construct die Har 
H<»na/Jabal Abu Ghneim 
settlement on the southern 
hilltop of Arab East 
Jerusalem (situated between 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem). 
Its construction was one of 
the most egregious exam- 
ples of Israel’s violations of 
the Oslo accords. For the 
land on which it is being 
built (2 , 127 dunums) is situ- 
ated in the Green Area and 
belongs to Palestinians 
from Beit Sahur, 
Bethlehem, Umm Tbba, Sur 
Baber and Jabal AJ 
Mukabbu. 

Ras Al Amoud settlement 
is yet another recent serious 
violation of the Oslo 
accords, especially as it is 
the first Jewish settlement 
to be placed among a 
Palestinian neighbourhood 
ID Aj^ East Jerusalem 
(among 1 1,000 Silwan 
Palestmian resists). 

Resolution ES-10/2 was 
preceded by General 
Assembly Resolution 
dI/ 223 which was adopted 
on March 13, 1997. The 
importance of this resolu- 
tion steins from the fact that 
the General Assembly, for 
the first time in 15 years, 
held an emergency special 
session in order to discuss a 
matter which ori^ally 
should have been deter- 
mined by the Security 
Council. (The Security 
Council at its 3,747th meet- 
ing on March 7, and at its 
3,756th meeting on Mardh 


21, tiirice failed to adopt a 
resolution because of two 
American vetoes.) 

Accordingly, in a letter 
dated March 31. addressed 
to the secretary general, the 
Permanent Representative 
of Qatar to the U.N. Nasser 
Ben Hamad Al Kbalifah 
requested an emergency 
sp^al session of the 
General Assembly. In his 
letter, the Qatari representa- 
tive (who was also acting in 
his capadfy as the chairman 
of foe Arab Group), 
requested to discuss foe 
’^illegal Israeli actions in 
occupied East Jerusalem 
and foe rest of foe occupied 
territories." [His request for 
an emergency special ses- 
sion of foe General 
Assembly was made pur- 
suant to Resolutirm 337A 
(V) of Nov. 3, 1950, entitled 
“Uniting for Peace 
Resolution".] In a subse- 
quent note, dated April 22, 
1997. the secretary general 
informed member states 
foat the majority of states 
had concur!^ wifo Qatar’s 
request Accordingly, foe 
Tenth Emergency Special 
Session of the General 
Assembly was scheduled to 
beheld on April 24, 1997. 

Resolution ES-lO/2 was 
adopted by a majority of 
134 votes to 3 (Israel, 
Micronesia and foe United 
States of America). Eleven 
countries abstained: 

Australia, Germany. Latvia, 
Liberia, IJfouania, Marshall 
Islands, Norway. Romania, 
Rwanda, Uiuguay. The cel- 
evance of this resolution 
lies in foe fact that it repre- 
sents foe international com- 
munify’s view in post-Oslo 
era. The speeches delivered 
during foe plenaiy sessions 
on 24 and 25, 1997, 
provided insight into foe 
continued condemnatory 
attitude of foe international 
eommunify and its rejection 
of unilate^ Israeli actions. 

In his speech, foe EU rep- 
resentative stated that foe 
Eurr^wan Union has teken 
note of foe unil^ral Israeli 
actions and foat it “disap- 
proves” of these facts as 
they violate foe 1949 Fourth 
Convention and "prejufoces 
foe outcome of foe final sta- 
tus negotiations." The rep- 
resentative of Peru also stat- 
ed that foe eastern zone of 
Jerusalem is protected by 
Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 (1967). 252 
(1968) and 338 (1973), 


"which determined foat 
Israel can have no sover- 
eignty over those territo- 
ries." The representative of 
New Zealand stressed that 
his country does not '’recog- 
nise Israel’s annexation of 
Jerusalem." foat the Israeli 
decision to initiate a settle- 
ment in Jabal Abu Ghneim 
"is inconsistent wifo inter- 
national law" and that New 
Zealand regards Israeli set- 
tlements activities in foe 
occupied territories "as a 
clear example of a policy 
which undermines foe 
peace process and preju- 
dices the option of peace." 
In its meeting which was 
held in April, foe Inter- 
Pailjament^ Union adopt- 
ed (on April 14, 1997) a res- 
olution which called upon 
Israel to refrain from sefoe- 
ment activities because they 
alter the facts on foe ground 
and preempt the final status 
negotiations. 

Resolution ES-10/2 is 
highly significant wifo 
regard to the issue of sec- 
tiements for foe following 
reasons; 

1. It reafifirmed tiiat all 
post-1967 Israeli settle- 
ments in foe occupied terri- 
tories are illegal and an 
(fostecle to peace 
(Paragraph 3). 

2. It reaffirmed foat Israeli 
legislative and administia- 
tive measures which intend 
to change foe demographic 
composition of Jenis^em 
or its legal status are "null 
and void and have no valid- 
ity whatsoever" ^aragraifo 
2). 

3. It demanded foat Israel 
accept foe de jure applica- 
bility of foe 1949 Fourth 
Geneva Coavention to all 
foe occupied territories 
(Paragr^b 5). 

4. It stressed foe need for 
maintaining foe territorial 
integrity of all of foe occu- 
pied territory (Paragraph 6). 

Moreover, in it is pream- 
ble, Resolution ES-lO^, 
recalled and reaffirmed foe 
validity of General 
Assembly's previous rele- 
vant resolutions: 181 

(1947), 51/223, rogefoer 
wifo Security Council reso- 
lutions 2S2 (1968). 446 
(1979), 452 (1979). 465 
(1980), 476 (1980), 478 
(1980), 672 (1990), 1073 
(1996). The Preamble also 
coafirined foat repeated 
laneli violations of interna- 
tional law and mutual 
agreements, coupled wifo 


its coDtinuedl failunrto com- 
ply wifo relevant United 
Nations resolutions^ consti- 
tutes a "foreat to interna- 
tional peace and security." 

In tiie report he submitted 
before the General 
Assembly in June 1997, tiie 
secretary general of the 
United Nations reported 
that “the Abu Ghneim inci- 
dent is viewed as particular- 
ly serious for a number of 
reasons...." He cited politi- 
cal, geographic, demo- 
gr^hic a^ economic rea- 
sons. Politically, it “repre- 
sents tiie first move to con- 
struct an entirely new settle- . 
meat on occupied 
Palestinian lands since a 
freeze was imposed on such 
activities by the previous 
Israeli government in the 
cmitext of the peace 
process." Geographically, it 
"represents a find link in a 
chain of settlements con- 
structed by Israel around 
occupied Arab East 
Jeni^em." 

Demograffoically. it would 
have a “significant effect on 
further advancing the 
forced alteration of foe reli- 
^ous and ethnic composi- 
tion of occupied Arab East 
Jerusalem.'’ Economically, 

It was “expected to have a 
damaging effect on an - 
aireaefy devastated 

Palestinian economy in foe 
occupied territories." 

To conclude, if one were 
to counter continuing'lsraeU 
settlements activities, one 
could point to the pream- 
bles of the DoP, the Cairo 
Agreeiunt and Oslo n. 
where it was clearly stated 
foat the eventual permanent 
settlemem was expected to 
be based on resolutions 242 
(1967) and 338 (1973). 
Needless to say, Paragraph 
5 of Article XXEQ (Final 
Gauses) of the Cairo 
Agreement and Far^raph 6 
of Article XXXI (Final 
Clauses) of Oslo Q plainly 
state that nothing in the 
agreement shall prejudice 
or preempt the outcome of 
negotiations on the interim 
or permanent status. 
Moreover, they further add 
that neither shall be 
ri«»ameA, by virtue of having 
entered into these agree- 
ment^ to have renounced 
its existing rights, claims or 
positions. Furthermore, foe 
recent important deliboa- 
tions before foe General 
Assembly in its 10th emer- 
gency special session point 


clearly to foe ^plicability 
' of mternational Law legard- 
ing foe illegality of Inaeli 
settlements. 

Having said foe above. I 
•would like to conclude with 
foe following caveats: 
International treaties are 
often reflectioas of the bal- 
ance of power between foe 
parties concerned. 
only rqpresent just disposi- 
tion of duties and obliga- 
tions when the balance of 
power ^iproacbes equifibii- 
um. In the absence of this 
balance, it is often indul- 
gence in fbolhardiness to 
expect an orderly con^ct 
of symmetrical rdaiions. 

To a very large extent, the 
Oslo accOTds are emblemat- 
ic of the lai^r picture of 
Arab in^toess and farcical 
divisions. Prime Miniser 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
ability to successfully steer 
foe whole process for 
Israel’s benefit (under foe 
noses Of all'AitB Ibadbfs; 
de^ite ail the misleading 
{ffetensions) is the clearest 
manifestation of Arabs’ 
seemingly fatalistic weak- 
ness. [In fois respect, notice 
the tenn “redeployment,” 
instead of “with^waL” 
and that in Netanyahu’s 
speech before foe Kne^ 
in January 1997, he stated 
that it was a redeployment 
“in" Hebron, as opposed to 
redeployment “from" 
Hebron.] Allied to these 
creeping regressions is tbe 
intemational co mmunity ’s 
gradual validation of what- 
ever *‘biiateTal” agreements 
struck between Israel and 
foe Palestiniaiis. 

It is true foat it does not 
need much legal dexterity 
to realise foat laws of occu- 
pation proscribe Israel from 
est^lish^ settiements and 
confiscating Arab lands. 

(The 1907 Hague 
Regulations, tbe 1949 

Geneva Conventions, the 
1977 First Geneva Protocol 
all enjoin Israel from 

depopulating the West 

Bank, Gaza Strip and foe 
occiq>ied Arab Golan 
Heists.) Yet, I would warn 
foat foe Oslo accords are 
denuding pro-Azab legal 
arguments from foe ^ 
cover of mternational law. 
For not only bas foe latest 
Hebron Protocol of January 
1997 severely emasculated 
the Arab leg^ position, it 
also set a dangerous 
precedent whiefo is institu- 
tionalising and “legalising" 


military Israeli presence in 
the settLements, and hence, 
over large chunks of tbe 
West Bank and foe Gaza 
Strip. This same protocol I 
would argue, has also shift- 
ed foe agenda firmly into 
fulfilling foe Likud dictates; 
bilateral negotiations with 
divided Arab partners: foe 
principle of reciprocity 
from foe Palestinian side, 
wifo its almost impossible 
a^licatirm; one^-dimen- 
sional securify “coopera- 
tion" from the Palestinians 
in an ominous replica of tbe 
Lahad paradigm in 
Lebanon; volitional and 
exclusive Israeli definitions 
of the scale, time and pl^ 
of its future redeployments: 
etc. 

The most conspicuous 
argument is that foe Oslo 
accords did not mention, 
even once, any notion of 
friture Palestinian sover- 
eignty ' or statehood, while 
ascribing to Israeli setde- 
ments foe attributes of com- 
plete Israeli territories. 

These accords are practi- 
cally enshrining and 
entrenching Israeli sover- 
eignty over tbe West Bank 
tbe Gaza Strip in a 
manner which bltfactlv 
exceeds the extra-tenitori^ 
pri^eg^ of Israeli laws 
over Israeli citizens. Ihe 
evident inconsistencies of 
foe accords are manifesL 
Israel still retmns a unit^ 
and indivisible sovereign 

control over foe whole of 
foe territories (Le., external 
defence, foreign relations 
border control, right of 
eniiy, size of local police^ 
etc.) while, on foe other 
hand, the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip have been 
fragmented in tenns of 
degree of Palestiman con- 
trol over Areas A, B and £. 

Moreover, after caiefnl 
examination of tbe accords 
signed so far, I could also 
say foat I have not found a 
single reference m 
F^estinian sovetetgn 
torial rights. Under 
rent framewoik, ii» 

Bank and the Gaza Stth* ^ 
also b^ng directed 
dictionally, demograifoj^r 
ly, geo-poUtic^y. ^ 
sttucoirally, 

ecodOmicaUy, ethme^JT® 

a manner vAich 

meaningless foe- 
permanent-stabis' 

dons. 
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Leaders of the churches of llie Middle East waiting at Beirut airport to greet Pope John Paul as the start of his Lebanon visit last May. The Pope made a plea for Christians not to desert the r^jon (Photo Robert Fisk) 


Christians of the Arab World flee their biblical homeland 


The Christians of the Middle East are 
nuiking an unprecedented exodus fivm 
the lands in which their ancestors have 
lived since Christ taught here. At least 
m o million are estitnated to have l^ in 
the past y?w years alone, leaving only 
12 million Christians in and around the 
lands of the Bible. And. as Robert Fisk 
reports from Bkerke. Lebanon, half the 
entire million-strong Christian popula- 
tion of the Arab World's most moderate 
state have departed in Just 20 years. 

WHEN 1 walked inio Father Michel 
Awit's oflice in the Christian Maronite 
Patrianrhaie.nicently. two middle<aged 
ladies wens seeking his help. Could be 
call a Western embassy, and help them 
obtain a visa to leave Lebanon? they 
were pleading with him. “What can I 
do?" he asked me. raising his shoulders 
in despair. “I do not want them to go — 
but I must help them." Everyday, the 
Christians drift up to the great stone 
palace of Cardinal Nassr^lah Sfeir 
above Beirut to appeal for assistance m 
leaving the land in which their fore- 
bears have lived for two milJermia. 

Fr. Michel fully understands the 
tragedy. He is the historian of 
Lebanon's Maronites — ^ who are affili- 
ated to the Roman Catholic church — 
and knows ail too well that since the 


start of the country’s 1975-90 civil war, 
the nation has haemorrhaged its Chris- 
tian population. ‘'We were a little more 
than a million before the war but we 
have lost 500,000 of our people in 22 
^ars,” he says. “The Maronites love 
liberty and freedono. When a Christian 
here sees that liberty is inhinged upon, 
he becomes angry.” 

Whether or not liberties are in danger 
is a matter of fierce debate in Syrian- 
dominated Lebanon. But the disaster 
overwhelming the Maronite communi- 
ty in the country — one that Muslims 
..suggest, is, of. their own making 7 — is . 
• raicFored elsewhere in the Muidle East 
Egypt's sU tnilljon Qirisiian Copts are 
leaving their country in tens of thou- 
sands — the community is “holding its 
own” by breeding as fast as its i^ula- 
tion leaves sind still stands at six mil- 
Eoru about 10 per cent of the popula- 
tion. But Christians are increasingly a 
target for Islamists opposed to the gov- 
ernment in Cairo — 25 of die 77 Egyp- 
tians murdered since February have 
been Christian villagers in Upper 
Eg\^ — while the regime insists that 
even the repair of churches must 
receive official permission. 

In Iraq, at least 50,000 Assyrian 
Christians left in the immediate after- 
math of the 1991 Gulf war, many of 


them to the United States. This exodus 
— which still brings thousands of 
Christians to the Turkish and Iranian 
borders — was caused partly by the 
harshness of U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq. Church authorities in Jerus^em, 
where scarcely two per cent of ±e pop- 
ulation are now Christian, lay tbe 
blame for their own pli^t on the 
Israelis and on U.S. government sup- 
port for Israel. "The Christian funda- 
mentalists in the U.S. support the idea 
of Jerusalem as the eternal capital of 
Israel,” a church official told me 
recently. “And the U.S, consulate in 
Jerusalem is the easiest place for. a 
Pal^cmian to.gec a, .visa to America. 
Isn’t that strange? Of course, the "Pales- 
tinian dmstians are veiy grateful to 
receive those visas. But it reduces both 
the Palestinian population of xbe city 
and the Christian population at the 
same time. 

The Rev. Lewis Scudder, assistant to 
the general secretary of the Middle 
East Council of Churches in Cyprus, 
admits that while there are no official 
statistics of the Christian exodus, “we 
know it is btq^pening — and it is an 
anxiety in die church because it is the 
young who are leaving. And if they go, 
where is the next generation of adults?” 

Ironically — given the Lebanese 


Maronite distrust of Syria — Mr. Scud- 
der says that the only Arab state in 
Vtiucfa the Christians are maintaining 
their nonnal presence is Syria. “It 
remains a secular society and they feel 
part of the society — tte state broad- 
casts Christian and Easter services on 
television.” he says. 

One reason may be President Hafez 
Assad’s ruthless suppression of the 
Mustim rebellion in the Syrian city of 
Hama 1982, a bloodbath that Egypt’s 
President Hosni Mubarak has so far 
shrunk from visiting upon his own ene- 
mies. But.Fr. I^chel. says Maronites 
are still Iibiving Syria, if not in the same 
numbers as tibeir co-religioaists in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Scudder believes that the exodus 
is paitiy caused by sodo-economic 
improvements and mobility among die 
Middle East’s middle-class Christians 
rather than persecution — and the pro- 
Iranian Hi^Ilah leader in Lebanon, 
Sayed Hassan Nassrallah, is on good 
terms with the Maronite cardinal whom 
be has visited at Bkerke — but 
Lebanese Maronites are not so sure. 

Ihey say that under Syria’s power, 
Ldianon’s elections are a sham and its 
Christian parliamentaiy deputies and 
minister — under the natioi^ pact, the 
president is always a Maronite — are 


THE BELIEVERS 


^ypt: Population about 60 million, 
of whom about 10 per cent are Chris- 
tian, mosdy Copts. 

Iraq: About 3 per cent of the IS mil- 
lion population are Christians, 
including Chaldean rite Catholics, 
Assyrians and Syrian Orthodox. 
Israd: Population about 5 million, of 
whom 128,000 are Christian, though 
this includes the whole of Jerusalem. 
Occupied territories and Gaza: 
Population about 2.5 million. Chris- 
tians are few in Gaza, and.^ut 3 per 
cent op thte'West Bank, mostly Greek 
Oiihodox or Catholic.. 

Jordan: Population 4.5 million, of 
whom about 3 per cent are Christians. 
Lebanon: The 3 million population 
is about 65 per cent are Muslim and 
35 per cent Christian, most of them 
Maronite Catholics. 

Syria: No official statistics. It is 
thought about 10 per cent of Syria’s 
13 million are Christian, mosdy of 
the Syrian Orthodox Clhurch. 

in effect stooges of Damascus. Yet the 
Christians are not entirely blameless. It 
was ±e Christian Falange militia 
which started the civil war in 1975 and 
it was a Christian president who invit- 


ed Syrian troops to restore order a year 
laten It was a Christian Maronite gen- 
eral, Michel Aoun, who declared him- 
self laesideDt and began a hopeless war 
of “independence” against Syria. When 
the Pope visited Lebanon in May, he 
inged Christians to stay because, be 
promised, there would be liberty in the 
future. A likely story, the Maronites 
thought 

Emir Hares Chebab, general secre- 
taiy of the Lebanese IslamioChristian 
national dialogue conunittee,. takes a 
more, ^todc view. “We Lebanese 
Christians are Arabs and we were 
Christians bene for 700 years before 
Arabs became Muslims. Ibe church of 
Antioch was the first church of Christ 
Since Muslims came here 14 centuries 
ago, we have lived in coexistence with 
them. But things are changing. If we 
are now few in number, Islam is differ- 
ent fiom what it used to be. Islam now 
has a character that comes fiom Pak- 
istan and Indonesia and Malaysia and 
Africa. The Arabs are becoming a 
minority in Islam.” 

The Independent 
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Yassin arrives in Gaza to a hero’s welcome, says Hamas is pro-peace 
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good of the future of the 
coming generations. 

“We tell the Israeli prime 
minister that power will 
not last on his side. The 
weak will not remain 
weak. He [Netanyahu] has 
to read historv and look 



Israelis) have to recognise 


our rights in our homeland. 


The future is for our and 

eugetA. 

their children." he said. 

■ 

The sheikh declined 


comment on the release of 


the two Israelis, who were 

- 

involved in the attack 


against Mr. Misha'al. 

The Director General of 

"fewa* 

the KH.MC .Major General 
Adel Shraideh told the Jor- 

B tfli? . 

dan Times that Sheikh 

Yassin has undergone a 

■' 

f 

surgery in his left eye and 

iha? he was in good health. 


Gen. Shraideh said that a 


hearing device “was pro- 

' 1 

vided 7or the sheikh to 


improve his hearing abili- 


ty" 

faciu 

He added that wo Jor- 


danian physiotherapists 

» ami 

accompanied the Hamas 


leader to Gaza to e.xtend 






Mossad fiasco 


more treatment and that 
they will remian there for 
an unlimited period of 
time. 

Meanw'hile, Sheikh 
Yassin, returned to Gaza 
on Monday to- an ecstatic 
welcome by thousands of 
Palestinians. 

Hamas proclaimed a vic- 
tory for its campaign of 
resistance against Israel, 
while the PNA said Sheikh 
Yassin's return would 
strengthen unity behind the 
“choice for peace” with 
Israel. 

After arriving by Jordan- 
ian helicopter from 
Amman at Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat’s 
Gaza headquarters, the ail- 
ing 61 -year-old Hamas 
founder was taken to a 
Gaza stadium where, he 
addressed a crowd of over 
15,000 Palestinians cele- 
brating his retum to his 
homeland. 

There he made a call for 
Palestinian unity and for 
all political factions to 
work for the release of 
some 3,000 Palestinian 
political prisoners still held 
by Israel. 


“I call on our strong peo- 
ple to stand as one body, 
with no difference between 
left and right, large and 
small,” Sheikh Yassin said 
to cries of “Allahu Akbar’* 
(God is Great.) from the 
crowds. 

“We are all one people 
and we will remain so 
despite the attempts of our 
enemies,” said the spiritual 
leader. 

Sheikh Yassin, 61. who 
was sentenced to life 
imprisonment by Israel in 
1989, founded Hamas in 
1987, and the .movement 
has conducted most anti- 
Israeli attacks since 1994. 

With its call for violent 
resistance against Israel 
until the liberation of occu- 
pied territories. Hamas has 
emerged as the chief polit- 
ical rival of the PNA. 

“On this day, Hamas rep- 
resents a blow against the 
security of Israel. We will 
continue our holy struggle 
until Palestine is liberat- 
ed.” Hamas official Abdul 
Aziz Rantisi told the rally 
in Gaza. ‘ 

At the stadium's 
entrance. Hamas military 


wing, the Izzeddine Al 
Qassam brigade, which 
conducts Hamas’s bomb- 
ings, stretched a banner 
reading: “We renew our 
oath and loyalty to the holy 
warrior Sbeij^ Ahmad 
Yassin.” 

But Palestinian officials 
insisted Sheikh Yassin 
would promote moderation 
in Hamas and boost recon- 
ciliation with the PNA, 
which has in the past 
weeks arrested over 80 
Hamas members in an 
Israeli pressured crack- 
down to stop attacks. 

Sheikh Yassin’s return 
“will have a positive efi^t 
both on Palestinian unity 
and the choice of peace 
which the Palestinian peo- 
ple have taken,” said 
Arafat aide Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim. 

In his speech to the rally, 
Mr. Abdul R ahim called 
Sheikh Yassin “a piliar of 
support for Palestinian 
uni^ and with [his] pres- 
ence unity will be even 
stronger and more 
durable.” 

When bis helicopter 
landed, his wife Halima 


ends with release of Jordanian prisoners, Israeli 


and President Arafat’s wife 
Suha approached hand in 
hand to greet him, but the 
ailing sheikh bad to be 
rushed away when a mob 
of well-wishers surged 
towards him. 

Once at the stadium. 
Sheikh Yassin had 10 be 
lifted up in his wheelchair 
by bodyguards to wade 
t^ugh the crowds to the 
stage. 

After the rally, hundreds 
of hardcore followers gath- 
ered near the Hamas spiri- 
tual leader’s modest one- 
storey home in Gaza’s run- 
down Sabra quarter, and 
many of them lined up to 
kiss the sheikh's cheeks 
and receive his blessing. 

Israel has justified its 
decision to release an 
enemy who has never 
renounced armed struggle 
against it by saying the 
sheikh's health was rapidly 
failing and it was feared he 
could die in prison. 

But after a trying day of 
travel and hectic public 
appearances. Sheikh 
Yassin still appeared smil- 
ing and alert. 


agents 
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(Continued from page 1 ) 

separate from comprehen- 
sive and just peace," the 
statement added. 

The statement said that 
these developments have 
come as a result of His 
Majest}' King Hussein’s 
efforts which saved the life 
of Mr. Misha'al, Hamas 
poIitburo chief, the release 
of Sheikh Yassin and his 
return to his family in Gaza 


and the release of all Jor- 
danian prisoners in Israeli 
jails. 

The staiemem added tiiat 

among liie achievements is 

the release of many Pales- 
tinian detainees, including a 
large number of Hamas 
activists. 

Hamas former poIitburo 
chief Musa Abu Maizouk 
said that his group “regrets 
the release of the two 
Mossad agents.” 


Israel on Sunday said that 
Sheikh Yassin would not be 
allowed back in Gaza until 
the two suspected agents 
were released by Jordan. 

Hamas leaders denied that 
they were involved in 
secret negotiations with 
Israel. 

“1 confirm fiom our side, 
from Hamas, we are not 
part of any deal,” Mr. 
Misba’a] told Reuters in 
Amman. 


A spokesman of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood in Jordan 
denounced the release of 
the two Mossad agents and 
s^d tiiat the two should 
have been tried in Jofoan 
for their role in the assassi- 
nation attempt against Mr. 
Misha'al. 

“It is clear that there is a 
deal between Jordan and 
Israel,” Jamil Abu Bakir, 
memt^r of the executive 
council of the Brotherhood, 


said. 

“The two agents should 
be punished in Jordan to 
prevent Israel from repeat- 
ing such a crime. This act is 
an abuse to Jordan’s sover- 
eignty and the peace 
treaties they signed with 
Jordan,” Mr. Abu Bakir told 
reporters following the lift- 
off of the helicopter carry- 
ing Sheikh Yassin home to 
Gaza. 


Netanyahu unrepentant over attack on Misha’al, sets 
up commission to present him with recommendations 


(Cootinued fitan 1) 

to Israel the two agents who 
were arrested over the attaclc. 

Prime Minis ter Netanyahu 
has come under fire for pre- 
sumably approving the oper- 
ation by Israel’s Mossad spy 
agency in which two agents 
attempted to assassinate the 
Hamas leader in Amman on 
September 25. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
took “general respcmsibility’’ 
for the actions of Mossad, 
but be refused to respond to 
calls for his resignation and 
insisted the A mman opera- 
tion was ‘Ibe right thing for 
the ri^t reasons.” 

Mean^4iile, in a further 
fall-out from the debacle, 
Israel confirmed that it 
would release up to 50 more 
Palestinian prisoners in a 
deal with Jordan which 
already led to Israel’s release 
of Hamas's spiritual leader 
and founder, Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, and 20 other Pales- 
tinian prisoners on Monday. 

Mr. Netanyahu said the 
three-man investigation 
would be held behind closed 
doors, led by the fcamer legal 
adri^ of die defence min- 
istry Yosef Chekhanover, 
and including former 
Mossad bead Nahum 
Admoni^ 

- “The commission will 
report on its woric to the cab- 
inet and ^ve its recommen- 
dations,”be said. 

But Israeli press commen- 
tators were quick to dismiss 
the committee as a dodge by 
Prime Minister Netanyahu to 
reduce the political beat 
agninq: him from the affair. 

“By railing this commis- 
sion, Netanyahu is trying to 


avoid havij^ tiie investiga- 
tion touch him or the head of 
Mossad,” said a commenta- 
tor for Israeli army radio. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s office 
called the bocfy a “clarifica- 
tion” rather than “investiga- 
tion” commission and Isr^li 
television noted it would not 
have the foil powers of an 
official government investi- 
gation. 

Public Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani said Mon- 
day dial Mr. Netanyahu 
twice this year spumed his 
pleas to fira ailing Hamas 
leader Sheikh Yassin, 
released last week and flown 
from Jordan to a hero's wel- 
come in Gaza on Monday. 

Mr. Kahalani said the inter- 
national flrestomi over the 
attack on Jordanian soil 
would wM deter Israel fiom 
future assassinatiou bids 
against resistance leaders 
“wherever tiiey are.” 

Asked by Israel radio's 
English-language service if 
the wheelcbair-bound 
Sheikh Yassin, 61, was fined 
in order to ensure the return 
to Israel of the two agents, 
widely believed to be mem- 
bers of the Mossad intelli- 
gence service, Kfr. Kahalani 
said: *Tes. this was part of 
the agreemeiiL” 

Mt Kahalani added: ‘We 
are happy to see our two 
guys back in Israel This is a 
solution, this pan of the 
agreemenL” 

Twenty prtoers fieed 
fiom Israeli jails were on 
their way to homes in the 
West Bank and Jordan he 
said. 

He said he was Tiappy" to 
see Sheikh Yassiti out of 
prison. He said he had 


backed his release in the past 
to head off Palestinian back- 
lash were the paralysed cler- 
ic to die in custody. 

"It was my recommenda- 
tion to release him a year 
^ 0 , and a half year ago, and 
at that time I tried to con- 
vince the prime minis ter to 
doit” 

But Mn Kahalani insis ted 
tile furore would not keep 
Israel fiom future attempts to 
kill suspected resistance 
chitfs. 

"W? cabinet ministers 
should think about that in the 
j future, find the way bow to 
{destroy those people who 
want to have tenor on Israel, 
f We are not going to close our 
’hands fiom finding those 
people and killing them 
whoever they are,” he said. 

Israeli Infrastructure Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon told the 
press conference that Israel 
would release “40 to 50 more 
Palestinians in the next two 
weeks.” 

He Underlined that those 
released would “not be 
members of Hamas and do 
not have Israeli blood on 
their hands.” 

It was Mr. Sharon who Me. 
Netanyahu quickly dis- 
patch^ to Jordan in the 
wake of the a«gg«rinfldnn 
attempt in a bid to contain 
the diplomatic damage. Afier 
meeting King Hussein, Me 
Sharon wor^ out tiie pris- 
oner release deals. 

Aside from dkillugifwi jng 
King Hussein, the attack also 
angered Canada, which 
te^ed its amKaifsador to 
Israel for consultations after 
it was revealed that the two 
assass^ were posing as 

rflnariian narion^ lji’ 


I 









Economy 


iaudis to invest 


4b in chemicals 


ABU DHABI (AFP; — 
Saudi Arabia plans to pump 
around IS billion riyals (S4 
billion) into new projects to 
boost its petrochemical out^ 
put capacity by six million 
tonnes, a Saudi oil industry 
official has said. 

The Saudi Arabian Basic 
Industries Corporation 
(SABIC). one of the 
biggest chemical producers 
in the world, signed several 
contracts this year covering 
expansion of existing plants 
and setting up new ven- 
tures. SABIC's deputy 
chairman. Ibrahim Ben 
Salma, told the United Arab 
Emirates daily Al Ittihad. 

“The new projects will 
boost SABIC's production 
capacity to around mil- 
lion tonnes in the year 2(XH) 
from 23 million tonnes cur- 
rently. The value of the 
contracts is around 15 bil- 
lion Saudi riyals,” he said. 

Mr. Salma said the pro- 
jects by SABIC's affiliated 
companies involved the 
production of the fertilisers 
ammonia and urea as well 
as methanol, plastics, ethyl- 
ene. polyethylene and other 
petrochemical products. 

SABIC has already 
invested around- 70 billion 
rivals ($18.6 billion ) into 
peutxrhemicals and other 


Turkey favours 
free trade with U.S. 
as alternative to EU 


ANKARA (AP) — Angered 
at being left off a list of can- 
didtues to join the European 
Union (EU\, Turiasy is look- 
ing into an alternative &ee 
tn^ deal widi the United 
States, the foreign minister 
has said. 

“T\iri«y‘s world is not lim- 
ited to the European Union.” 
Hurriyet newspaper quoted 
Foreign Minister Ismail Cem 
as saying. 

“Our mimsoy is seriously 
»-or1uDg on a fi^’bility for a 
l^trade agreement with the 
United States.” he said. 

Mr. Cem indicated that the 
£U was likely to lose its 
posidon as a “preferential 
panner." according to Hur- 
riyeL 

“If foil membership (of die 
EU) is not p(»sible. Turkey 
will need to assess accord- 
ingly the countries with 
which it will foster its eco- 
nomic development in the 
coming terms," Mr. Cem 
said. 

The United States has been 


supporting closer relations 
between Thrkey and die EU, 
but Washington ^ipears to be 
seeking an alternative solu- 
tion amid increased indica- 
tions th^ Turkey's member- 
ship in the EU was not likely. 

U.S. Republican Senator 
Phil Gramm of Texas 
moted the fiee trade option 
during a visit to Tuikey last' 
montfo saying the deal would 
be a to Europe” of 

Turkey's Impcutance as a 
partner and an economic 
market 

Ibikey currently is an asso- 
ciate member of the EU, 
allowing it to participate in 
some EU programmes. It has 
a long-standing application 
to join the EU, but its eco- 
nomic woes and poor hiunan 
rights record stand in die 
way. 

TuikQ' was recently 
excluded Irom a list of 
prospective new membere to 
join the 15-nation bloc in the 
□ext few years. 
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projects in a government- 
led drive lo diversify the 
oilrreliant economy and tap 
the Gulf kingdom's gas 
reserves of around 5.3 
lion cubic metres. 

The siaie-controlled com- 
pany, with a capital of 10 
billion riyals ($2.66 bil- 
lion;, operates 17 plants 
producing more than 45 
kinds of petrochemical and 
petroleum products. It cur- 
rently pr^uces around 
seven per cent of the 
world's total petrochemical 
output, Mr. Salma said. 

“SABIC is one of the 
fastest-growing industrial 
firms in the world, lo 1996. 
it recorded a four per cent 
growth in output and sales.” 
he said. 

About 47 per cent of 
SABIC's pr^uction is 
exported to south East Asia 
while the United States 
accounts for 14 per cent 
and Europe for 10 per cenL 
The rest is sold to Africa, 
the Middle East and other 
markets. 

Saudi Arabia is the domi- 
nant global oil power, con- 
ffolling than a quarter 
of the world's recoverable 
oil resources and producing 
around 1 1 per cent of the 
total global crude supplies. 


UAE budget 
reels under 
heavy 
defence 
spending 


Japan to hold down official 
development assistance 
budget in years to come 


horoscope 


mRFrAST FOR T UESDAY. OCTOB^.l9g 

By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, /nT 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Defence expenditure eats 
into the oil-ieliant income 
of the United Arab Emirates 
(U.AE), sapping nearly half 
of total spending, 

official tiguies have 
showed. 

Federal spending stood at 
around 66.1 billion dir hams 
($1$ billion ) between 1993 
and 1996, of which nearly 
31.S billion diihams ($8.7 
billion) went on defence 
and security, the central 
bank said. 

Defence accounted for 
nearly 48 per cent of total 
expendituie. one of foe 
hipest levels in the world 

During die first half of 
1997, defence spending 
stood at 7J1 billioa 
dirhams ($2 billion;, or 
nearly 60 per cent of foe 
total first half budget of 
12.1 billion dirhams ($3J 
billioa ). 

The figures did not 
include c^fence spending 
by each of the seven emi- 
rates making up foe Gulf 
coimtry as tte federal bud- 
get is theoretically financed 
through half foe income of 
each member. 

Arab League figures show 
foe UAE to be one of foe 
biggest defence spenders in 
foe world, with expendituie 
on arms imports and other 
military sectors exceeding 
30 per cent of gross domes- 
tic product in 1994 and 
1995. • 

Like other Gulf oil pro- 
ducers, foe UAE embariced 
on a massive annament pro- 
gramme after Iraqi troops 
stormed into Kuwait in 
August 1990. The invasion 
was reversed by a U.S.-led 
multinational force seven 
months later. 

The UAE's biggest single 
arms deal was foe purchase 
of 436 Leclerc bafoe tan^ 
fiom Giat of France in 1993 
for around $3.8 billion. 

Its largest ever jet figher 
package could include up to 
80 fighters worth nearly $6 
billion. Negotiations have 
been underway with foe 
Umted States, France and 
foe British-led consortium 
which builds the Eurofight- 
er. 

Defence sources said such 
deals were confined to Abu 
Dhabi by far the wealthiest 
and biggest UAE member. 
They noted each emirate 
retained an independence in 
armament under the consti- 
tution of foe 26-year-old 
UAE. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan, 
faced with a huge budget 
deficit, will cut its intezna- 
tional aid budget by at 
least 10 per cent next year 
and keep it down in years 
to come, foe foreign min- 
istry said in a report 

The planned cut in offi- 
cial development assis- 
tance (ODA; budget in the 
year from April 1998 will 
be the first for Japan, the 
world's largest aid donor, 
since its ODA programme 
started in 1954, a foreign 
ministiy official said. 

“We want to miniznise 
the effect of the budget cut 
by improving quality and 
ensuring effective and effi- 
cient implementation,” the 
official said. 

Particularly. Japan wants 
to put a greater en^hasis 
on environment-related aid 
as pledged by Prime Min- 
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto at 
the U.N. General Assem- 
bly special session on envi- 
ronment in New York in 
June, the official said 

The annual report on 
ODA said foe goveniinent 
bad decided to cot its bud- 
get because “Japan’s bud- 
get deficit is at foe worst 


jevel of all o^jor advanced 
industnalised nations 

today.” 

*Tlie ODA budget will 
be decreased eadi fiscal 
year during the intensive 
reform period through a 
shift in en^tmsis from 
quantity fo qualiQr” the 
report said. “In particular, 
the fiscal 1998 ODA bud- 
get will not exceed 90 per 
cent of the fiscal 1997 bud- 
get” 

In fiscal 1997, which 
runs to March 1998, 
Japan's government set 
aside 1,168.7 hillion yen 
($9.7 billion) in its general 
account budget financed 
by taxpayers. 

J^»n's operational bud- 
get, which also includes 
sums financed by loans, 
totalled' 1,676.6 billion 
yen, foe rq>ort said. 

The United Nations and 
otiier international organi- 
sations expressed concern 
over Japan's plan to cut 
ODA budget 

The foreign ministry 
official said it was “quite 
difficult to say” whether 
Japan would r emain the 
world’s biggest donor even 
after the budget cut 


because of exchange rates 
and other uncertain fiustors. 

Japan’s ODA in 1996 
droj^ped for the first time 
in doliar-teons since 1990. 
falli^ 35 per cent from foe 
previous year to $9.44 bil- 
lion largely due to foe 
yen's sharp depreciation 
against the dollar, the 
report said. 

The country managed to 
retain its position as the 
world’s top ODA donor for 
tile last six years in a row, 
but its lead over the num- 
ber two donor, the United 
States, has nairowed, it 
said. 

In 1996, Indonesia was 
foe largest recipient of 
Japan’s ODA, receiving 
$9^5.5 milliozL followed 
by China with $861.7 mil- 
lion. Thailand with $664.0 
million, India with $579.3 
million and the Philippines 
with $414.5 million. 

Also among foe top 10 
recipients were Palustan 
with $282.2 million. Mexi- 
co with $212.8 mfilion, 
Egypt with $201.3 million, 
Banglade^ wifo $174.0 
million and Sri Lanka wifo 
$173.9 million. 


ARIES: 

(M^21 toApfo 19lTrav-elwfflgobesiifyouamgplngb«kto^ 
place you alie^ knew. If you head somewhere new. take a m,p. 

I Tlfe eveimig. you'U n«et a new ftieni Your luck was on fold for a 

! couple of nwnths,bffi things should speed up soon. You'll notice by 


tomonow. 


I TAURUS: 

i (Apifi 20 b May 2(n If there's sOTneihingycw'rewomcdaboa^ 

' g«iL Nothing will come of k.'i’our boss' attitude wffl inprove enw 
I foe nest few weeks. That’s because be or she is starting to become 

^ amazingly lucky. Antidpaie increased benevdence trickling doa-n. 


GEMINI: 

(May 21 tDJune21)Although you’re having w'onderiiil success in 
many areas, thafs DM in« about evetyfoing. You'll notice a definite 
pettem. Fhroietships you staned long ago will go welL Partnoships 
you b^in today will fizzle oul Don't worry. It will not be a (xobl^ 
toheq>busy. 


MOON emUHREN: 

(June 22 to July 21) Your bead is swamiiog mth new ideas to use at 
work. But that's gdng on for the past several days, so you 
I undoubtedly have a lot of projects now underway. Finish diose up 
first, so you can start one thu's con^leiely original first thing tmnor- 
row. 


(July 22 to August 21) Hdy up foe place. Do your filing. Catch up 
on your reading. Answer all your e-mail Write foose foaok-you ; 
notes fbnhepesents you got on your birfoday. Totught, relax. Dm't 
do anything of great significance. A barrier to success in romance is , 
dissolvug. I 


' VIRGO: 

I (August 22 to S^ember 22) 'Whatever you start this afternoon win 
' just lie there like a dead fish. Alfoou^ fifo can be useful they 

I are genei^ not the im^ you want to invoke when you’re laonch- 
' ing a new enteqxise. Spend foe day planning an upcoming boose- 
hold project, and let it go at that 


Iran to privatise some 
mines to raise funds 


Bahrain’s oil 


output rises 


TEHRAN (R) — lean ba& 
said it plans to offer some of 
its mines to private investois 
in an effort to raise fiizxls for 
development projects in the 
miirertds sector. 

“Certain mines in Iiw are 
to be offered to the private 
sector in a bid to provide for 
financial needs,” Mines and 
Metals Minister Eshaq 
Jahang^ has said. ' 

The official news agency 
IRNA said Me. Jahangiri 
was speaking after a cabn^ ' 
meeting in Tdiran. 

He did not ^ve details of 
the privatisation, which has 
been a key part of the gov- 
ernment's plans in the past 
few years to boost pro^c- 
tion of minerals. Private 
firms and cooperatives set 
by the government are 
already involved in exploit- 
ing active mines in Iran. 

Mr. Jahangiri said his min- 
istry needed about 10 trillion 
riyals ($3.3 billioii) to fund 
d^lopment projects to 
boost ouqxrt in the coming 
years. 

Mr. Jahan^ expected 
Iran's steel output to rise to 
10.5 million tonnes a year 


“in the near fiduze” from 5.8 
million tonnes in foe last 
I ranian year which ended 
March 20. 

Iran has said it planned to 
raise steel fdoductioa to 10 
million tonnes by Match 
2000. 

Steel production ’ would 
rise after the completion of 
development projects in 
Isfahan, Mobarakeh and 
Kbuzestan mills and foe 
commencement of an alloy 
steel unit; Mr. Jahangiri said. 

He expected copper pro- 
duction to reach one miliion 
tonnes per year over the 
coming four years. IRMA 
did not give coroparative fig- 
ures, but an Iranian official 
bad said in ^nil Iran pro- 
duced 100,000 tonnes of 
copper in tte past Iranian 
year. 

Iran’s parliament has 

authorised the government 
to se^ $400 miUion in for- 
eign financing to increase 
copper production by 

100,000 tonnes a year dur- 
ing the current Iranian year. i 

Iran has 2.6 billicm tonnes 
of copper reserves, accord- 
ing to official statistics. 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
B ahrain has announced 
that its crude oil output 
increased by 1.3 per cent 
in the first half of this 
year to 39309 barrels per 
day (bpd), compared to 
- 38,833 bpd in the same 
period in 1996. 

In a report carried by the 
official Gulf News 
Agency, the Bahraini oil 
ministry added that gas 
production remained at 
the same level, 966 mil- 
lion cubic feet (37 million 
cubic metres). 

Crude oil imports 
decreased by 6.29 per 
cent in foe first six 
months of 1997 to an 
average of 213,416 bpd, 
from 227,732 bpd in foe 
first half of the previous 
year, said foe report. 

The state-owned 

Bahrain Petroleum Com- 
pany (BAPCO), Bahrain's 
only refinery, produced an 
average of 251,609 bpd of 
refined products, down 
seven per cent from foe 
January-June 1996 level 
of 271.979 bpd, it said. 


LIBRA: 

(Sepreraber 23 to October 22) Sort your study oaierial make up 
your flash cards and tidy up your research papers. Tennoorow and foe 
□ext day. things will start moving quickly, '^bu won't have time to , 
look fix foe items you need. You'Ufiave to know where they aie. The 
same goes for the data. 


SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to November 2 1 ) All your wonies will come to oai^hL 
So win your famaries, if you launch them now. Don't bodiei: Plan 
for the future, but don't take action. Be especially careful wkh 
mooey. Don't even go shcqiptng. Instead, ren^otiate an old deal to 
bring your payments down. 


SAGmARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) It’s an excellent day to do leseaich. : 
Read bocAs and adc questions. You could discover the answer to a ' 
problem through conversation with an <rfd friend- Do that, instead of 
OMidnuing to wony about it yourself. No need to waste your mental 
eneigy. 


CAPRICORN; 

(£)eceiriber 22 to Januaiy 20) Money should become mme ptentiful 
in the next few weeks. The trend changes gradually at first but then 
h wdll jack up morDcntuixi. So do what needs to be done now. Fust, 
take heart. Next, send out bills to aiQfoody vfoo owes you. The Lord 
helps foose who be^ foemsdves. 


AQUARIUS: 

(Januaiy 21 to February 19) Juiriier symbolises good luck. It has 
been retrograde fix' a long-time, but now it's g^ing direct TTtis is 
good news indeed. It means that a harrier to your success is ban- 
ning to dissolve. You’ll start to notice foe effects today and the resale 
tomocraw. Dtn't give up. I 


PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20) JiqMter is going dbecL The transfbtma- 
tion will happen this evemng. You'll find it eager to get what you 
w^startii^tooi^ So if you run iniKianybarners.be patient Sue- 1 
cess is close at hand. And foe per s istent voice in your ear wiD I 
^become siqjportive. J 


superficially 
5 Barber’s need, 
once 

tOFIoor model 

14 Speck 

15 Grand, e.g. 

16 Mr. Skinner 

17 Easy, but 
hazudous 
course 

20 Shade tree 


22 Snooze 

23 Declare 

24 Lean and 


\mmm\ 

pan 

aaai 


aaii 


25 Placard 

28 Golf great. 
Zaharias 

29 Hiatus 

32 Absolute 

33 Earth 

34 — ' LoUobrigida 

35 Important bade 

route 

38 Omar’s creation 

39 BA word 

40 wash 

41 Fun house sign 

42 Rata — 

43 Little Bighorn 
name 

44 Suitcase 

45 Campus org. 

46 Cord 

49 Cereal 

50 Term. 

53 Poemby45D 

56 Drying kAi 

57 Rib 

58 Mimiddng bird 
59Gisl 

60 Discharges 

61 Confined 


■■■■■■Hal 
HBBB HBBI 
IBBBHBBI 


BBH 


by Matttiew Ifiggins 
9 Attainable 

10 One of the 
Seven Dwarfe 

11 Greek letteia 

12 Baseball glove 

13 (aovt. gp, 

18 Mexican 
murallst 

19 Land of the 
Shamrock 

23 'Ttme is ~ of 
trouble* 

(OiddnsoA) 

24 Homeless 
children 

25 Gottstibkes 

26 Alterfiaie 

27 Office worker. 




DOWN 

1 Place 

2 German 
chancellor 

3 Short notice 

4 Mias 
component 

5 Websphvier 

6 Oven device 

7 Not run-of-the- 
mill 

8 Yoko — 


28 Gravy dishes 

29 Titan 

30 Fragrant plant 

31 Fainter 

33 Denude 

34 Ground grain 
36 Rot a course 
37AWOL 

42 River of 
Tuscany 

43 Packs for 
sMnment 


DQDQ □□□[! aikianQ 
□□□B QQEiQ □□□□□ 
□DEDEI naSQ □□QDD 

□E2C1QQ BBS- □□□ 
□□□ □□□□BQ □□□□ 
□□□HQ BDDDD 
□□□QnafaEiQaaDa 
□□□BQ DQBaB 
□□QQ □□□!!□□ QDD 
□□□ □□□ DQQQB 

□□DQD QQDEi □□□□ 
□□□□□ CIDBQ DQQB 
BC3BOa BBBH BOBB 


e 1997 Meda SenleM. kK. 


44 Waist 
measurement 

45 Poet Robert 

46 Telegram word 

47 Bangkok native 

48 Type of stop 
49— B’rflh 


50 Terrier type 

51 Vbl. state 

52 Med school aijj. 

54 Rep’s 
counterpail 

55 Current imiL 
brtaAv 



‘*Before i cancel any plans for this 
evening, are you playing footsie with 
me or just scratching your foes?” 


THAT SCMMBLED WORD GAME 

• by H«nri Arnold and Iflk* Ar^ien 


Unscramble these four JumUes, 
one letter lo ea^ square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


NARCK 


VbuVo iw IsBi^ 
llw IwuH Bw that 

1 1 1 


eier IkWm iMfe SMta. kc 


TADAP 


NOBBIB 


WHAT A TEEh” 
AOeR-S HAIRW 
CAM BECOME. 


HALVIS 


Now arrange the circled IsBersto 
form the surprise answer, as seg* 

gested by the above canooa ■■ 


mnt ensnwr here ; At 


\bslerday's 


Jumbles: STEED ABYSS QUORUM TETHER 
Answer Where the drive up the mountain read lefi 
her - ON QUEASY STREET 




iiiess 


&r.4 :nim 

stjrnm 




'•-.‘I 

VACirii 
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AFM registers JD77.8m of Arab, 
foreign investments during nine months 


** AR^ AND foreign mvestments 
flowing into the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) amounted to JD77.8 million dur- 
ing the fim nine months of this year. But 
after taking into consideration JD23.8 
million worth of shares sold by non-Jor- 
danians during ±e Januaiy-September 
period, the net position boils down to 
JD54 niillion of Arab and foreign invest- 
ments compared to JD4.2 million of such 
investments during the same period of 
1996. 

During the month of September alone, 
investments by non-Jord^ans reached 
JD17.S million. JD15.4 million higher 
than the amount recorded during the gamm 
month of last year. The amount of shares 
sold by Arab and foreign investors last 
month was JD6 niillion compared to 
JD2.3 million during September 1996. As 
such, the net position for last month was 
an investment inflow totalling JD1I.5 
million compared to a JI^.4 million out- 
flow from the stock exchange during Sep- 
tember 1996. 

Of the JD17.5 million of non-Jordanian 
investments during last month, JD7.2 mil- 
lion or 41 per cent were purchases by 
Arab investors. The remaining JD10.3 
million or 59 per cent were purchases by 
foreign investors. Sales of shares by 
Arabs amounted to JDl.S .million (about 


25 per cent) and by foreigners to JD4J 
million (about 75 per cent). 

Meanwhile, the representative of the 
French bank Societe Geni^rale said a 
$50 niillion investment fund was to have 
been set up Monday under the name Soci- 
ety Gen6r^e Arab Fund. The representa- 
tive, WaUd Irshaid, indicated that the fund 
aims at investing in shares of companies 
listed on some of the Arab bourses Ulf**- 
Egypt, Jordan, Bahrain and Oman. 

He said there is a possibility to raise the 
siM of the fund to $100 million or $150 
million in the future noting that the fund 
^o aims at investing in companies not 
listed on the bourses mentioned as long as 
the volume does not exceed 40 per cent of 
the fund's total investment He added that 
the fund will also be looking for invest- 
ment opportunities in other Arab markets 
like Saudi Arabia, Kuwait Qatar ^d 
United Arab Emirates. 

Subscription to the fund will continue 
until Nov. 24, 1997, Mr. Irshaid sa id, 
adding that the fund will be managed by 
Society G6nerale Emerging Eufope'Asset 
Management Ltd. in London. This entity 
is a subsidiary of the bank specialising in 
managing capital funds and investment 
funds associated with Society Generale 
(AI Ra’i + A1 Aswaq). 


NL 



The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 6/10/97 18:32 





fM Yuet**!- 


.a: 

- 




1.7605 

0.6196 

1.4510 

121.75 

1.3707 

) 

0.3516 

0.8240 

69.12 

0.7781. 

> 2.8435 

- 

23416 

196j42 

2il23 

. 121.S 

0.43SSS 

- 

83JB7 

0.9440 

. 1.4454 

0J5084 

1.1913 

- 

1.1254 

t t.2816 

0.4510 

1357Q 

1.13 

- 

t.0190 

0.3585 

0.0840 

1420.05 

0.7934 

88.74 

MS2 

73.17 

6f.35 
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0.2973 

0.1046 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 




US Dollar 
DEMark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JPYen 
CAkOf^ar 

rrura 

NtGrdlder 
FR Franc 


US Dollar 
Jordan Knar 
Saudi Riy^ 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait IKnar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lsbansse/1000 
Egyptian 


Energy 






0.7080 

3.7505 


5.2973 

0.1888 

- 

1.8780 

9.9485 

0.1945 

1.0304 

! 2^70 

12.3270 

0.1928 

1.0211 

0.4609 

2.4417 

0.2083 

1.1036 








Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Gold (oz's) 
.Silver (oz's) 
naUnum (oz's) 
AL(3Uon0u9 
CU (3 Months) 
^(SMonthtO 
Lead ^ Months) 
NM3 Months) 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa ^/tm) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat ^/ton) 
Soya(c/lb^ 
Teafstg/k^ 
Barley (i/bsh) 
Rfcet^non) 


332.1 332.6 

5.21 sun 
4ZLS 
1660 
2111 

.. 

610 



Khasawneh: Infrastructure construction 
is being speeded up in Aqaba 


By Isam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AQABA — Aqaba Region 
Amhodly (ARA) President 
Fayez Khasawneh said Mon- 
day that infiasmicnne con- 
struction is being speeded 
to enable major pnigects be 
up at Aqaba's Ras Yeme- 
nieh and (^abous beaches. 
He noted diat die projects are 
estimated to cost about JD 1 
billion. 

Speaking after a meeting 


with British (2ons(niction 
Minister hHck Raynsford, Dr. 
Khasawneh said be expects 
Aqaba to witness the in^e- 
pientaiion of industiy and 
tourism projects in the com- 
ing year. 

Kuwaiti and (Qatari 
investors have already select- 
ed sites on the soudiera 
beach of Aqaba for the con- 
struction of four hotels esti- 
mated at JD120 millinn and a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing has been signed with the 


Kuwaiti investor Ghazi Al 
Saqa'bi who chose a plot of 
land where he intends to set 
up two hotels costing nearly 
JD60 million, according to 
Dr. Khasawneh. 

He said that Mr. Saqabi has 
plans to invest $200 million 
in tourist projects to be car- 
ried out at the Dead Sea and 
Aqaba shores. 

As to the infiastructure 
schemes along the beach. Dr. 
Khasawneh said, they will be 
ready by die time the hotel 



SIGNING AGREEMENT: Plannine Minister Rima Khalaf and Jean Lewis, 
head of the Middle East Projects Department at the European Investment 
Ban^ Monday sign an agreement extending the government of Jordan a 30 
million European Curren^ Units loan. Hie loan will be ^ent on establish- 
ing two industrial udiarfs in Aqaba (Petra photo) 


{Ejects are ready k€ imple- 

wwfitarinn. 

He indicated that many 
local, Arab and ford^ 
investOTS are interested in 
setdog up hotels, tourist vil- 
lages aul restaurants on 
nearly 160 dunums of land. 
The tourist village alone is 
expected to cost JDIOO mil- 
lion 

. Dr. Khasawneh invited 
indusuialists to set up indus- 
trial projects on a specially 
selected 2,700 dunums of 


Arab states 
puff away 
$60m a year 

DUBAI (AFP) — The Gulf 
Arab monarchies consume 
more than $60 millicm worth 
of tobacco each year, accord- 
ing to oCGdal statistics pub- 
liriKd by die press in die Unit- 
ed Arab Einiiates. Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE, with a 
ccxnlnned pc^ruladon of 23 
million people, smoke mote 
than 28 billioa dgarettes each 
year, according to the fig- 
ures.The Gulf countries have 
recendy embarked cxi a cam- 
paign to cut down on smok- 
ing, by raising taxes on dga- 
lettes by betvreen 50 and 100 
percent 
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HOUSiae BANK CBNT8S AMtOH - SaSlSARZ 
nLBPHOO: 6D7171 / 607179 

OMMnSBD KARXX7 SHARI PRICE LXST POR HCMDAY 06/10/1997 


PAST 12 MOnTRS OONPANir'S HAMB 


NO. or 

SHARKS 



346.000 241.500 


ARAB BANK 
JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

KID. BAST IKV.BK. 
INDOSTRIAL DEV.BK. 
THE HOOSINC BK. 
JOR.XDHAIT BANK' 

JOR. CULP BANK 
ARAB JOR.XNV.BK. 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
UNION BX.SAV.XNV. 
BBIT.ACr^lAL (BBZTHA) 


BANK S RCTOIl TOTALS 


IMSDRAHCB SECTOR TOTALS 


ZNDBKi 239.79 XCHB: 


xHDBXi 114.45 >cae: 


336.00 

335.00 

3.00- 

* 1.93 

1.94 

.01+ 

.97 

1.01 

.04+ 

2.46 

2.49 

.03+ 

4.93 

4.93 

— 

3. IB 

3.15 

.03- 

.80 

.82 

.02+ 

3.60 

3.60 

m 

3.72 

3.71 

.01- 

1.22 

1.26 

.04+ 

.95 

.92 

.03- 


1.85 

1.88 

.03+ 


JOR.BLBCTRXC PNR. 
IRBID BLBCTRZCXTK 
NATL. TOKITOLIO 
HID. BAST HOTSLS 
ARAB XNTL.XNV.BDDC. 
ZARKA EDOCATZCH 
tmZFXBD CO. 



1 

SXftVZCB SECTOR 

TOTALS INDBXt 111 

.77 xensz 

0.00 

148 

82481 

176160 





4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CBfBNT met. 

24.9 

2.97 

22 

12288 

45692 

3.73 

3.70 

.03- 


4.140 

3.000 

JOR.PBOSPHATB MINBS 

10.3 

2.69 

6 

53050 

197346 

3.72 

3.72 

- 


11.100 

9.070 

JOR. PBIROL.RBTZNARX 

10.6 

8.12 

5 

292 

3196 

10.96 

10.95 

.01- 


7.150 

5.600 

JOR.HORSTBD KHLS 

11.1 

2.90 

2 

1000 

6916 

6.85 

6.90 

.05+ 


4.700 . 

3.040 

ARAB PHA8M. KAKF. 

12.7 

4.34 

23 

9944 

45821 

4.59 

4.61 

.02+ 

4 

7.250 

5.310 

JOR.CSRAMZC ZBD. 

5.3 

3.85 

1 

100 

520 

5.31 

5.20 

.11- 


6.000 

4.300 

DAR BV.XHV. 

14.5 

4.24 

8 

7300 

43097 

5. 85 

5.90 

.05+ 


3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALOH.ZND. 

5.6 

10.46 

11 

3250 

7795 

2.38 

2.39 

.01+ 


.730 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POOLTRS 

11.0 

0.00 

29 

19150 

9958 

.51 

.52 

.01+ 


1.240 

.820 

ARAB PAPBR COHV.TBD. 

26.6 

0.00 

12 

8950 

7593 

.83 

.67 

.04+ 


1.340 

.790 

NATIONAL SIBBL XND. . 

9 

0.00 

2 

600 

464 

.80 

01 

t- 

.01- 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL XNDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

145 

.58 

.58 

* 


.920 

.530 

JOR. ROCKHOOL IND8. 

9 

0.00 

2 

1500 

1005 

.67 

.67 

• 


2.970 

1.420 

ONXV.eSBH.lNDS. 

12.8 

7.04 

3 

750 

1067 

1.42 

1.42 

— 


-.890 

.530 

JOR. SDLPBO-CBBl 

9 

0.00 

44 

34600 

24383 

.69 

.71 

.02+ 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PBARM.CBBl. 

16.6 

5.38 

19 

10450 

13585 

1.30 

1.30 

— 


1.880 

1.080 

UNIV. HOON.IMDS. 

P 

.21 

S 

1450 

1798 

1.24 

1.24 

— 

■4 

1.460 

.900 

JOR. IHDS.RBSOORCSB 

12.0 

11.24 

11 

3000 

2673 

.90 

.89 

.01- 


1.620 

1.300 

NATL. nWTXIRTNB 

14.7 

4.49 

1 

250 

390 

1.57 

1.56 

.01- 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. NSW CABLE CO. 

15.6 

0.00 

21 

33900 

2881S 

.85 

.85 

- 


2.090 

1.340 

BL -SAT RBADX NEAR 

52.8 

0.00 

7 

1881 

2819 

l.SO 

1.50 

- 


1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.3 

0.00 

13 

15300 

17696 

1.14 

1.16 

.02+ 


INDOSTRIAL SBCTOR TOTALS XMDBXi 119.60 SCSB: 

-0.09 

248 

219255 

462776 




1 BRAND TOTAL 


XNDBXi 174.01 XCBBt 

-0.40 

501 

355640 

840291 







PARALLBL 

MARKET SHARK PRICE 

LIST PGR MONDAY 

06/10/1997 





.630 

.300 

CENTRAL CBH.STQRA6K 

9 

0.00 

3 

6900 

2139 

.31 

.31 



.620 

.380 

JOR.TRADE FAC. 

11.7 

0.00 

21 

9S000 

41900 

.44 

.44 

— • 

T 

.760 

.660 

UHl«f XMV. SOX 

9 

0.00 

38 

128877 

34220 

.76 

.77 

.01+ 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FZN.ZNVSST. 

9 

0.00 

16 

34500 

13800 

.40 

.40 

p* 

B 

1.050 

.850 

UNITED FOR FXBAN.XBV 

52.6 

0.00 

4 

4500 

4545 

1.01 

1.01 

— 


.480 

' .200 

JOR. INDS.NATCB-JBHCO 

9 

0.00 

1 

2000 

480 

.24 

.24 

- 


.690 

.490 

ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

9 

0.00 

1 

200 

100 

.51 

.50 

.01- 


.540 

.380 

ARAB INTL.XNV.TRD. 

46.1 

0.00 

10 

18050 

7220 

.40 

.40 

— 


.750 

.400 

NATL.MDLT.BNB.BAMXCO 

9 

0.00 

39 

65500 

26858 

.41 

.42 

.01+ 


.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.4 

6.56 

4 

6300 

4788 

.76 

.76 

- 


.680 

.580 

MIOSAST PBARM. 75X 

B 

0.00 

22 

47350 

17520 

.62 

.62 

- 

T 

1.280 

.860 

ONKBI TOBACCO 75X 

9 

0.00 

6 

6000 

. 6265 

1.26 

1.30 

.02+ 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PBARM. 85X 

E 

0.00 

9 

5265 

2732 

.67 

.67 

— 


.510 

.290 

INDS.. BBC. 

9 

0.00 

36 

60450 

20551 

.33 

.34 

.01+ 


.620 

.590 

NATL. FODLTRT 

B 

0.00 


1650 

1056 

.64 

.64 

— 

N 

1.000 

.690 

HAT.ALOKlNiaM. 75X 

98. B 

0.00 

6 

2261 

1018 

.70 . 

.71 

.01+ 

N 

1.020 

.720 

ARAB XNT. rOCO nCT. 

44.4 

0.00 

2 

600 

460 

.97 

.92 

.05- 


.840 

.580 

HID. BAST COKPLBX 

7.5 

16.39 

15 

7900 

4819 

.62 

.61 

.01- 

eSAND TOTAL 





235 

493203 

190470 
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land aggignpH for industrial 
purposes within the Aqaba 
region. 

Noting diat the projects arc 
attracting more people to set- 
tle in Aqaba, Dr. Khasawneh 
said that ARA has made 
plans for the coastrucdon of 
5,(XX) housing units to meet 
the growing demand. He 
concluded noting that the 
tiansfarmadon of Aqaba into 
a free trade zone will occur 
in stages. 


Company 

to recycle 

waste 

organic 

materials 

launched 

AMMAN (Petra) — An 
agreement was signed 
in Amman Monday for 
the construction of a 
plant to process live- 
stock manure and left- 
overs after the slaugh- 
tering of poultry and 
cattle to prodnce organ- 
ic fertilisers which suit 
the soil and agricultural 
products in Jordan. 

Under the agreement, 
the Technological and 
Industrial Group (TIG) 
will build ^e pWt for 
the Jordan International 
Industries Company 
(jnC) at the cost of JDl 
million 

jnC Board Chairman 
Sami Gammoh said the 
plant, the first of its 
kind in Jordan, will be 
set up at Qasr Al Halla- 
bat district in Duleil 
northeast of Amman. 

He added that the 
plant’s output of 
processed and sterilised 
fertilisers would be 
safe for trees, vegeta- 
bles and soil, especially 
in the Jordan Valley, 
noting that the new fer- 
tiliser is bound to 
reduce dependence on 
chemical fertilisers and 
pesticides which have 
negative effect on 
human health, the soil 
and the environment. 

In addition, the new 
fertiliser is expected to 
contribute also to the 
elimination of common 
flies and other insects 
that have been infesting 
the valley. 

Pointing out that the 
new fertiliser has been 
proved to have 
mcreased agricultural 
output, Mr. Gammoh 
indicated that its ingre- 
dients would be locally 
produced and, as such, 
help save the country 
hard currency that used 
to be spent on import- 
ing fertilisers. 

Noting that the plant 
is expected to create 
150 job opportunities, 
Mr. Gammoh pointed 
out that once the plant 
has been established his 
company plans to build 
a similar one in 
Qatraneh in southern 
Jordan. 


J ORDAN Marketplace **^ JORDAN MARKETPLA CE *** J ORDAN Marketplace 


DAJANl Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18k Gold . shops 


Phone55271 18 Also in Brazil 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HflfG 

ihoursenftoB 

Develop your cdoK^kn 

at our shop and get: 

» JiMSO pnoto siie 

atmiagger. 

* fYee 

20 x 30 cm. 


ShflMtsail - Opposite 
Grimflays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Teh 823891 



o 
as 

GASTRONOMY 




JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
' FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: ^81'80 
Radio & tv station RD 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
667171 EXT. 223 


684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Alr'Condltioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every SO Minutes from 4)da6 
to Airport and Bock 


FOr Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-61531 
Abdaii Branch 653313 




Mh 

Tcl. 60!^?2 i'a\ ('74>5! 


Real Estate 


Swelfiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tel 864230 -- 8651 67 
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England hooligans heading 


for Italy, police warn 


LONDON fAFP) — As many as 700 known British foot- 
ball hooligans are heading for next Saturday’s decisive 
World Cup match between England and Italy in Rome, a 
British police chief warned on Monday. 

The figure includes 60 or 70 hard core troublemakers, 
and 600 who will get involved in disorder if violence 
breaks out, according to Detective Inspector Peter 
Oiapraan. head of the National Criminal Intelligence 
Service football unit 

He said all the “category C f^s — the bard core 
hooligans — had criminal convictions for disorder, and 
more than 95 per cent of the 600 have similar convic- 
tions. 

Asked how many known hooligans would travel 
Chapman said: “We have identified something in the 
region of 600 category B supporters. “They are the ones 
who will get involved in disorder if they are not policed, 
but it's mainly alcohol related. 


“There are a number of flights carrying a number of 
these individuals." 

Asked how dangerous they were, he said: “Provided 
they’re policed, very little threat At the last English 
away game, in Poland, they turned up. but because we 
passed that information to the Polish authorities, they 
were policed." 

Asked to say more about them, he said: “These indi- 
viduals will fight if they meet the opposing supporter 
who is of the same mind. Some 90 per cent of it is alco- 
hol related." 

Asked how many hard-core troublemakers were going, 
he said: “I would think in the region of 60 to 70." 

He stressed that British authorities could not stop them 
travelling unless they were 'subject to a restriction order. 

British police officers would be on “spotter" duty 
assisting the Italians to monitor English fans in Rome. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Woodforde crashes out in Singapore 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Fourth-seeded Australian Mark 
Woodforde crashed out of the $675,000 Singapore Open 
on Monday with a shock first-round defeat to Swede 
Mikael TiUstrom. Woodforde became the first seeded 
casualty of the tournament after the 4-6. 4-6 loss at the 
Singapore Indoor Stadium. The unseeded TiUstrom won 
five successive games in the second set after trailing 1-4 
to advance into the second round. 


Olympics last year when 3 1 athletes skipped residential 
here and went to nin in Europe without KAAA's permis- 
sion. 


Berasategui triumphant 


68 Kenyan runners to be rewarded 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Kenyan athletics officials said 
Sunday they will later this week reward 68 athletes who 
have excelled in races this year. The athletes will be feted 
at a “grand welcome r^eption” to be attended by 
E^sident Daniel Arap Moi on Thursday. The Kenyan 
Amateur Athletics Association (KAAA) secretary David 
Okeyo said the association's officials wiU meet on 
Monday to decide what rewards the runners will be 
given. Athletes have in the past accused KAAA of being 
corrupt and inept in handling their prize money. Some of 
the Kenyans who did well in the Athens world champi- 
onships and Grand Prix series such as Paul Tergat and 
Danid Komen returned home from Eur^ in September 
to a low key reception from friends and family members. 
Acrimony between athletes and officials subsided this 
year after the association aUowed runners to tram on their 
own in Europe and to participate in Grand Prix races 
before the world chanmionsbips. Relations between the 
hit an all-time low before the Atlanta 


PALERMO (AFP) — Second-seeded Spaniard Alberto 
Berasategui breezed to a 6-4, 6-2 win over Slovakian 
teenager Dominik Ifrbaty in Sunday's final of the 
Palermo ATP Tour tournament. Berasategui, 27th in the 
world, won the tournament for the second time by out- 
playing sixth-seeded 19-year-old Hibaty in just one hour. 
Hrbaty, ranked 44th, was playing the first ATP Tour ^al 
of his career and could not match Berasategui’s clay 
court consistency. 


Decision day for World Cup cages 


two groups 


TOULOUSE (AFP) — Fernand Sastre, co-president of 
the 1998 World Cup organising committee, said Monday 
a decision on perimeter fencing would be made at the end 
of the month. '‘We shall obey the rules laid down by the 
Interior Ministry but this decision wifi follow consulta- 
tion with the towns staging the matcbeS,*' he said. He said 
the organising committee, at fim hostile to the idea,.now 
supported FIFA’s call for fencing to be pulled down: ” - •. 



FRENCH 

1998 

WORLD 

CUP 

MASCOT: 


The French 
national soccer! 
team mascot for! 
the 1998 World 
Cup kicks a.5occer 
ban in finmt of the 
Eiffel Tower on 
Monday. The mas- 
cot represents ond 
of France’s nation-1 
al symbols, the 
cock, and has been 
nicknamed 
“Jules”. The soc- 
cer World Ci^ 
takes place m 
France from June 
10 until July 12, 
1998 (Reuters 


Teenage star joins 
England squad 


LONDON (AFP) — Liverpool’s teenage sensation 
Michael Owen joined up with the England squad's training 
session on Monday as coach Glenn Hod^e began the 
countdown for the crunch clash with Italy in Rome next 
Saturday. 

The 17-year-old boywonder has made an enormous 
impression on the England coach since his arrival on the 
Premiership scene in £e final two weeks of last season. 

He has continued to impress this term, inltisdly filling in 
for Robbie Fowler and then keeping German striker 
Karlheinz Riedle out of the team until Sunday’s 4-2 win 
over Chelsea. 

And Ins reward was the chance to get a little taster of the 
international scene as Hoddle and his men prepared for 
their biggest test to date. 

Not surprisingly Hoddle left those players in action yes- 
terday out of the morning's first training session at the 
squad’s Bisbam Abbey headquarters. 

Paul Ince, Fowler. Steve McManaman, Graeme Le Saux 
and Middlesbrough's Paul Merson. called up to replace 
Robert Lee. were all on the sidelines when the squad went 
through their paces. 

Another two men rested were Manchester United's Gary 
Pallister and Aston Villa defender Gareth Southgate 
although the England camp stressed that there were no seri- 
ous problems with either player. 


Hamed in showdown 
with Badillo 



SHEFFIELD (AFP) — Prince Naseem Hamed will now 
face number one contender Jose Badillo in defence of his 
WBO featherweight title opponent at Sheffield Arena on 

Saturday. 

It was the fight promoter Frank warren wanted, and was 
able to secure when Badillo s scheduled contest in 
California next week fell through. 

Hamed was to have faced Victor Llerena. but the 
Colombian has now agreed to step aside after being com- 
pensated. 

Warren said: “Badillo is a great fight, Llerena will get his 
chance in 199S. He is a better opponent and has a terrific 
record, having put Tom Johnson on the floor three times in 
a title fight in December, 1995. 

“Naz did not even do that to Johnson, so this should be a 
cracking contest. Badillo was in training for a fight so he is 
certainly not a last-minute replacement. 

“He would have been guaranteed a challenge to Naz next 
year anyway because of his ranking, but feels he is ready 
to take this chance now." * 

Badillo, a 27-year-old Puerto Rican, has 20 wins on his 
record with 15 Imockouts and the one defeat against former 
IBF champion Johnson, beaten by Hamed earlier this year. 
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Berger hits hat-trick as Reds 
crush 10-man Chelsea 
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LIVERP(30L (AFP) — 
Patrick Berger scored a 
superb h^-trick as 
Liverpool romped to a 
crushing 4-2 victory over a 
Chelsea side reduced to 10 
men after just 25 minutes of 
an explosive encounter at 
Anfield on Sunday. 

Frenchman Patrick 
Lamourde. only playing 
because his compatriot 
Franck Leboeuf is suspend- 
ed, was given his marching 
orders for a second book- 
able offence after fouls on 
Karlheinz Riedle and Steve 
McM anaman. 

At the time of his dis- 
missal the match was finely 
balanced with the score 
level at 1-1 after Chelsea's 
Gianfranco Zola had 
equalised Berger's opening 
goal. 

, . But what pipmised to be 
^ absorbing, unpredictable 
eocount^ quickly descend- 
ed into a Uveipool goal 
feast as Berger grabbed 
another two goals and 
Robbie Fowler added a 
fourth. 

Chelsea gained some con- 
solation when Gustavo 
Poyet reduced the deficit 



Liverpool soccer star Patrik Bei^r (L) scores his hat-rick goal against Chelsea past 
Graeme Le ^nx. Livepool beat Chdsea 4-2 in the game today at Anfield (Reuters 
photo) . . 


.with a penalty five minui^ 
from time after substitute 
Jason McAteer had upend- 
ed Tore Andre Flo. 

The match began slowly 
with both sides reluctant to 
commit themselves to full- 
scale attack, but it burst into 
life when Beiger gave the 
Merseysiders Ae lead after 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAMF 
&TAI4NAH MRSOH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRCDCS QUIZ 
tUB] 


Q.1 - As Sootli. ▼nlimsble, von 
bdd: 


A6S43 nAQ53 0942 *AS 
Psitoer opens tbe bidding with one 
spade. W^t do you respond? 


What do yon bid now? 


A - Ifyou have adopted a modem 
fllgd^ this is perfei^ albeit 

UL for e li^t raise of three 


ei^es. ITyoupliy thatajunp 
raise ie fordag, pinpoint your 
strength hr re^woaing two hearts 
DOW, then raise spades at your next 
turn no what partner does. 


Q.2 - Ae South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


A • Even tboujfo paitaer’e sam^ 
suit junqi ie invitatienal, and you 
have the minimum (be law aUows 
for an opening hid, thisiee great 
hand in siqipnrt of spades. Ihe 
least you can do is raise to game. 
Indeed, a cu»4dd of four clubs 
before a spade raiee could open the 
door to an odds^ slam! 


aAlOSS C«ie74 OA63 a66 


^ 5 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 


Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade^What do you leqwod? 


asjioes 9AQ 064S 4A84 


A - Al first ^anee ttiis mijfot seem 
lOce a repeat of tbe previoiiB prob- 
lem, but anyone who values this 
hand as an invitational response 
needs to brush up on their hand 
evalnadon. Your points are ^ 



What do you bid now? 


prime, undervalued in thepcdnt 


count, and your ten« give 
body. Make whatever forcing raise 
lies you employ. In standard 
bods, jump to tlm spades. 


Q. 8 - Neither vulnerable, as 
Sooth you hold: 


*AK6 OJ9B4 OJ7S «Q8S 


“ttel ^ . 

NORTH £aST south 
19 DU 7 

What action do you take? 


A - ‘Ihere's a greet temptatun to 
r^dthreenotrumpwluiyonrba)- 
anced hand and double stoppa- in 
hearts. However, parmer surdy 

tiM an imhalnw..»H tittKil amt 

looking for eomething Other than 
three no trump, vnth support for 
both of paitnerb suits ana a hiA 
honor in one, bid three «ltaf»«rwi3^ 
fir tbe moment to aee where the 
auction progr eiiaeB . 


WBsr 


q. 6 • Neither vnlnoable, as 
South you hold: 


A - IfyouhaveaTflilableehidto 
show a Ifanit nuse in hearts, I 7 all 
nMansmaplosriL If Dot,yoo must 
start with a redouble, the eatdi 4 ll 
lad to sEiow a good hejod. 
Ihmafter, tnahe miiiiiiium heart 
bids to ^w yonx sapport 
Remember, tiuee hearts in this sit- 
uatkm would be preemptive. 


eJgTOS 9A65 0ARld9 



Whet actioo do you take? 


Q.‘4 • As South, vninetable, you 
bold: 


eJ7S 9AJ78S 0A9862a^ 


A • Partner is dioiring a kmg club 
saltwithiQBufBcieiitvahwaMBug- 
gast a game in ether of your suits. 
Witii jnur misSt, trtiere would you 
like to B0? Pass, Tddie yeuYe in 

aplayufespot 


2b minutes with a goal of 
exquisite impudence. 

A high, harmless ball into 
tbe Chelsea area spun awk- 
wardly over tbe bead of 
Graeme Le Saux and into 
the path of the Czech inter- 
national, who looked up 
and calmly scooped a lob 
over Ed de Goey in the 
Chelsea goal. 

Anfield erupted in delight, 
but tile Liverpool fans were 
screaming blue murder two 
minutes later when the visi- 
tors gabbed a controversial 
equafiser through Zola. 

Liverpool protested that 
Chelsea's combative striker 
Mark Hughes was not just 
off-side but had also fouled 
Bjorn Kvarme as Zola 
latched onto Poyet's pass 
and rounded David James 
to place the ball into an 
empty net 

Boos and jeers rang 
around Liverpool's famous 
stadium as a string of con- 
ftontations flared up around 
the pitch. 

But tbe drama continued 
three minutes later when 
Chelsea were nsduced to 10 
men when Lambourde was 
red-carded after bringing 
down McManaman. 

Chelsea player-manager 
Ruud Gullit immediately 
brought himself on. but 
Liverpool needed just 10 
minutes to make their 
numerical advantage tell 
when Berger grabbed his 
second of ±e game. 

Norwegian left-back Stig 
Inge Bjonebye burst down 
the left flank and cut the 
ball back for Berger who 
placed a first-time shot into 
the roof of the net from 10 
yards. 

Tbe Merseysiders put the 
match beyond Chelsea's 
reach as Berger grabbed his 
third 12 minutes after the 
interval, the Czech beating 
the offside trap and round- 
ing James for a simple t^ 


ool were now nm- 


zung the Chelsea defence 


m. 

Liveroc 
g the 

ragged with a series of fluid 
attacks and the rout contin- 
ued as Fowler struck a 
fourth on 64th minutes. 

Berger was again at the 
bean of the move as he 
raced into the left of the box 
and cut the bail back for the 
22-year-old England striker, 
whose deflected shot from 
close range gave de Goey 
DO chance. 

Chelsea, to their credit, 
kept battling and reduced 
the extent of the damage 
with Poyet's S3th-minute 
penalty, but there was never 
any hope of denying 
Liverpool their fourth 
league win of the season. 

Liverpool boss Roy Evans 
said his side needed an 
impressive victory after a 
faltering stan to the season. 

'Tt was a big game for us 
today against one of the 
best sides in tbe 
Premiership this season." 
said Evans. “It was impor- 
tant we put on a big display 
today and that's what we 
did. 

Evans said referee David 
Elleray had no choice but to 
send off Lambourde. but be 
said he was pleased with tbe 
way his team stretched the 
play after his departure. 

He added: “Of course it's 
critical when you lose a 
player, but there can be no 
complaints. The lad bad to 
go. But I thought the way 
we exploited the extra man 
was really impressive.'* 

Evans also had praise for 
Czech intemtuioDal Beigef 
who has found it difficult to 
establish a regular place in 
the Liverpool line-up. 
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“Patrick has been there or 
thereabouts for a while now, 
but he will always score 
goals and hopefiiUy now the 
floodgates wUl open." 
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CINEMA 

FHILADELPEIA "1" 


TEUMW ^ CINEMA 


~TEL:63414^ 


CINEMA 


Bruce Willis.Jn 


THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 


Shows: 12:30,3:30.6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA ”2 


J 


Eddie Murphy ...in 

THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 

Shows: 6:15.8:30, 10:30 

Paul Hogan ...in 

FLIPPER 




Shows: 12:30, 3:30 


k 


■iULttHftLMl N / ClNbMA lhL:6V742U untoia 


PLAZA 


Curt Russel ...in 


CAPTAIN RON 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 




k 


CONCORD 


COHCOHD *1* 

Hugh Grant 
& Mr. Bean ...in 
FOUR WEDDINGS 
& AFUNERAL 
(12:30, 3:30,6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 

COHCOXS -9' 

MONKEY TROUBLE 

Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only 


TEL:0TO3343O ^ CINEWa' 

GALLERIA 1 




ABDOUN 


John Travolta & 
Nicolas Cage ... in 


FACE OFF 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00, 8:30, 10:4S 


k 


7H.:CiT9 3M3a 

GALLERIA 2 




ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ... in 


MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




TEL: 625155 






V 


WhfcA out for the new play 
THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 
Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 
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Sports 

Double triumph for Noah 
as France win Fed Cup 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 7, 1997 
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R.eds 


hertogenbosch, 

Netherlands (AFP) — 
France won the Fed Cup 
here for the first time Sun- 
day, beating the Nether- 
lands 4-1 to give coach 
Yannick Noah a unique 
L double as he led the men to 
r Davis Cup glory last year. 

Fiance had led 2-0 after 
Sanirday's opening singles 
V with Maiy nerce beating 

^ N^am Oremans in Straight 

sets and Sandiine Testud 
edging Brenda Schultz- 
McCarihy in three. 

The Dutch clawed their 
way back briefly Sunday as 
the experience Scbultz- 
McCarthy beat Pierce 4-6, 
6-3, 6-4 before Testud 
recovered from a first set 
whitewash to secure the 
final victory 0-6, 6-3, 6-3 

? against Oiemans. 

In the doubles, Nathalie 
Tauziat and Alexandra 
Fusai scored a 6-3, 6^ win 
in barely half an hour over 


Manon Bollegraf and Caro- 
line Vis. 

The win was especially 
sweet for the French as they 
had f^ed in eight semi- 
finals, including four times 
in a row frx>m 1993, before 
finally lifting the trophy. 

Wth Pierce having suc- 
cumbed in her reverse sin- 
gles, Testud, a 25-year-old 
frxun Lyon, emerged as the 
French hero of the hour. 

“I was very nervous, as 
Maty had harf so many 
chances. Any everyone was 
counting on me,” 
explain^ 

But Ore mans let her off 
the hook as she lost serve at 
the start of die second set, 
allowing the Frenchw oman 
to get back in the match. A 
superb reflex crosscourt" 
volley made it one set-all 
and a fourth-game break set 
up Testud*s triumph in the 
decider. 

Afterwards, Ibstud 


praised Noah’s influence on 
her game and for having 
confidence in her. 

’That helped me so nfnic b . 
He has always stood by me 
and is able to transmit his 
incredible energy. It’s fabu- 
lous, we’ve been waiting 
for this for years,” she said. 

Noah hir^lf explained: 
“Wc thought yesterday 
(Saturday) we’d wrap 
things up quickly. Mazy had 
a fantastic match, but then 
she lost a few important 
points (against Schultz- 
McCaithy). And when San- 
drine lost the first set 6-0 a 
few doubts began to creep 
through. 1 was afraid we'd 
blown it 

“All the squad have 
played a large part in tius 
Fed Cup tournament,'’ 
Noah added. “And with the 
youngsters coming along 
behind them, French 
women's tennis is in a 
healthy state.” 
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Cleveland Indians’ Onoar \^zquel (C) celebrates with teammates Brian Giles (L), Jeff 
Manto (rear, center) and Tony Fernandez (R) after bittiag the game-winnh^ sii^e in 
the bottom of the ninth innii^, against the New York Yankees in Cleveland’s Jacobs 
Field, in their Division Series game (Reuters photo) 

Orioles advance while Cleveland 


cling to hope 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Baltimore reached the 
American League Champi- 
onship Series for the second 
straight year on Sunday, 
while Cleveland clung to 
the hope of ousting the 
World Series champion 
Yankees. 

The Orioles defeated the 
Mariners 3-1 and closed out 
the best-of-five division 
series in four games, limit- 
ing the Mariners — who set 
. a major-league record with 
f 264 homers this season — 
to 11 runs. They await the 
winner of the other AL divi- 
sion series between the 
Yankees and Indians. 

Omar Vizquel's one-out 
deflected single in the bot- 
tom of the ninth inning 
scored Marquis Grissom 
and gave the Indians a stun- 
ning 3-2 victory over New 
Y(^ tying their series at 
two gomes apiece. 

Vizquel's hit c^>ped a 
remarkable comeback by 
the Indi ans, who were down 
to their last four outs and 
facing Yankees All-Star 
I closer Mariano Rivera. 
Instead, they will host 
Game Five on Monday 
night, with the winner 
advancing to the AL (Tham- 
pionship Series against Bal- 
dmore. 

Grissom led off the nin± 


with a bloop single to shal- 
low right-center field off 
Ramiro Mendoza, who won 
Game One in relief. He was 
sacrificed to second by Bip 
Roberts. 

Vizquel hit an 0-1 pitch 
back at Mendoza, who tried 
to glove the one-hopper but 
deflected it behind short- 
stop Derek Jeter into left- 
center field. Grissom raced 
home with the wirming run 
as the throw from left field- 
er Chad Curtis sailed high. 

It was Vizquel's tiiird hit 
of the game and Cleve- 
land's in 13 at-bats 
with runners in scoring 
position in the last two 
games. 

In Baltimore, Mike 
Mussina again ouqntched 
Randy Johnson and Jeff 
Reboulet and Geronimo 
Berroa hit solo home runs. 

“Mussina didn't throw 
one h all in the middle of the 
plate,” said Mariners out- 
fielder Jay Buhner. “I didn't 
rhinic anybody could do that 
to us.” 

‘T tip my cap to Mussina,” 
Mariners shortstop Alex 
Rodri^ez said. “Beating 
us twice. I’ve got much 
more respect for him." 

After allowing two tuns 
and five hits over seven 
innings in Game One, 
Mussina (2-0) was even 


better. He gave up just two 
hits — a solo homer by 
Edgar Martinez and a single 
by Rob Ducey in the sec<^ 
iiming — while striking out 
seven in seven iimings. The 
right-hander improved to 
10-1 all-time against the 
Mariners and 3-0 against 
Johnson this year. 

“Just give him all the 
credit coming back fee way 
he did on thro days rest” 
Mariners manager Lou 
PxnieUa said. “I’d like to 
congratulate Baltimore, not 
only because they just beat 
us. They bad an outstanding 
year, and feey proved in this 
series feat they are a dam 
good team.” 

For fee first time in fee 
series, the Orioles used the 
formula that earned them 
98 wdns and an East Divi- 
sion title this year. Hard- 
throwing Armando Benitez 
pitched a hitless eighth and 
Randy Myers woiked a 1-2- 
3 ninth wife two strikeouts 
for bis 46fe save in 47 
chances this season. 

Johnson, fee fireballing 
left-hander and fee likely 
AL Cy Young Award win- 
ner. won 20 games this sea- 
son. But four of his six loss- 
es came to fee Orioles, and 
fee Mariners did not win 
any of his five starts against 
Btdtimore. 


Newcastle 
dumped 
me, claims 
Keegan 

LONDON (AFP) — Kevin 
Keegan claims in a new 
book he was forced out of 
Newcastle and denied a 
“dignified” exit from fee 
club he had from fee 
brink of extinction to Euro- 
pean competition in five 
years. 

The fcMmer Magpies 
manager reveals there was 
no question of him decid- 
ing to leave the English 
Premiership club, rather he 
was given little c^oo but 
to go. 

^ did not jump, I was 
pushed. And so abruptly 
feat my salary was cut off 
immediately,” he said. 

“My departure from St 
James Park is a story of 
broken promises, under- 
hand tactics and shattered 
dreams. 

‘"When the end came 
(Newcastle chairman) Sir 
John Hall was nowh^ to 
be seen. 

*1 was being forced out 
of Newcastle United after 
an extraordinary, five-year 
rollercoaster ride of suc- 
cess and emotion, and Sir 
John was at his villa in 
Spain, 

“We have spoken only 
once since feat fatefril day 

— even though we live no 
more than 3()0 yards apart 

— and we may never sp^ 
again. I win not call him .” 

KeegazL 46, admitted feat 
at r!hrisrmas last year he 
was ready to quit because 
be felt be could no longer 
motivate bis players or 
himself — and he had 
become disillusioned wife 
fee way fee team bad 
become secondary to fee 
pending club flotation. 

In bis autobiography, 
setialised m Tbe Sun news- 
paper, Keegan, now chief 
operating officer ar second 
division Fulham, said be 
agreed wife board mem- 
bers to stay until the end of 
fee season and he shook 
bands wife chief executive 
Freddie Fletcher. 

But on January 7 Keegan' 
summoned to a bo^ 
meeting where he was told 
feat be was an '’integral 
part of fee flotation docu- 
ment” and would have to 
sign a two-year contract or 
leave straight away. 

“I knew what had hap- 
pened,” said Keegan. “The 
board dared not reveal to 
the City that 1 was leaving 
in fee summer. They could- 
n’t lie eifeer, so they pan- 
icked.” 


Juve back to winning ways 
as Inter held; Barcelona win 


PARIS -(AFP) — World 
club eban^ons Juveatus 
shrugged off their Champi- 
ons League loss to Man- 
chester United by beating 
Fioientina 2-1 in 1)1110 on 
Sunday while leaders Inter 
Milan needed a Ronaldo 
penalty to secure a 
mediocre 1-1 home draw 
. wife Lazio. 

Inter’s draw left them two 
points clear in fee Serie A 
ahead of a trio of clubs on 
11 points from five games 
— Roma. Parma and 
Juventus themselves. 

Troubled AC Milan final- 
ly got their first win this 
season when feey won 1-0 
at newiy-pronrot^ Empoli. 
Swedish substitute Andreas 
Andersson, a sub for 
Dutchman Patrick Kluivert, 
headed Milan's 68th- 
minntft winner after a 
defensive error. 

Fiorendna had fee temeri- 
ty to take fee lead against 
world champions Juve 
when Brarilian-tumed-Bel- 
gian Luis Oliveira opened 
the scoring in fee 24fe 
minute. 

But two goals in fee space 
of three minutes gave Mar- 
cello Lippi’s side their win- 
ning lead before fee break. 

Filippo Inzaghi ^cked 
fee ball home from close 
range and then provided an 
exquisite badfeeel for 
Al^sandro Del l^ero, who 
scored in fee opening sec- 
onds on Wednesday night, 
to chip home. 

Argentine Abel Balbo 
meanwhile blasted a sec- 
ond-half hat-trick as in- 
fonn Roma romped home 
6-2 against Napoli. 

Roma, the revelation of 
fee season under new co^h 
Zdenek Zetnan. 
frogged to second in fee 
table, leading Parma on 
goals scored. 

French defender \fincent 
Candela and Carmine Gau- ' 
tieri scored in fee first half, 
Balbo bagged his hat-txidt 
and Eusebio Di Francesco 
celebrated his suipiise call- 
up for Italy next week by 
also getting onto fee score- 
sheet 

Balbo's triple strike took 
him past fee 1(X) goal-maik 
in the Serie A, his total now 
stanc^ at ICQ. 

Udin^ finished up 3-2 
wirmers over Sampdoria 
even after their German 
striker Oliver Bierhoff. who 
guided fee side into fee 
UEFA Cup second round 
last week, missed a penalty 
in the 21st minute. 

Bierhoff made amends in 
the 35fe minute when he 
headed Udinese into a 2-1 



Stiker Ronaldo (R) from Inter soccer team in action against Lazio defender 'Vladimir 
Ji^ovic (O and Alessandro Nesta daring tbdr match in Milan (Renters photo) 


lead, but it needed Alessan- 
dro Pierini's match-wiimer 
after Frenchman Alain 
Boghossian made it 2-3 for 
Sampdoria just before fee 
brealL 

Roberto Baggio complet- 
ed a miserable weekend 
when he was sent off for 
retaliation at fee end of 
Bologna's 0-0 draw wife 
Piacenza, a day after being 
axed from ^ nationri 
squad. 

In Spain, two first half 
goals from Oscar helped 
Barcelona to a 3-2 victory 
over Tenerife at fee Nou 
Camp to Tnaintain fee (Cata- 
lan club's perfect start to 
the league season ai^ five 
matches. 

Barca now stand four- 
points clear ahead of sur- 
prise package Mallorca, 
who drew %-2 at Com- 
postela. 

But champions Real 
Madrid lost ground when 
feey could only draw 0-0 at 
fee Bernabeu wife Deporti- 
vo La Coruna, a result 
which leaves fee 
Madiilenos fourth behind 
Celta Vigo, who thrashed 
Salamanca 4-1. on goal dif- 
ference. 

Cameroon international 
Jacques Songo'o played a 
blinder in goal for La 
Coruna, saving a penalty 
from Croatian hitman 
Davor Suker. 

Barca’s fanatical fans, 
furious at their side's poor 
start to the Champions 
League programme, were 
still not htqipy as feey 
greeted fee team wife a sea 
of handkerchiefs — always 
a sure sign of dissatisfac- 
tion in SpaiiL 

Coach Louis Van Gaal is 


on a hiding to nothing as he 
strikes to win fee title, a tri- 
umph which eluded prede- 
cessor Bobby Robson last 
. season and which cost Rob- 
son his job, despite Cup 
Winners and domestic cup 
gloiy. 

After Oscar's opener on 
seven minutes, Barcelona 
suddenly found themselves 

2- 1 behind when Juanele 
and Pablo Paz netted within 
four minutes midway 
through fee first periotL But 
Oscar then struck home his 
second to equalise and Luis 
Enrique bagged fee wirmer 
five minutes after fee 
restart 

Elsewhere, 1996 champi- 
ons Atletico Madrid won 2- 
0 at Oviedo wife goals from 
Jose Luis Camineio and 
Christian Vieri. while 
Valencia got their first 
TOints on fee board wife a 

3- 0 win at Valladolid. 

Both Valladolid and 

Sporting Gijon, hammered 

4- 1 at Racing Santander, 
have no points at all as yet. 

In France, Strasbourg fol- 
lowed up their UEFA Cup 
triumph over Glasgow 
Rangers handing leaders 
Metz their first defeat to 
pull themselves away from 
fee foot of fee table thanks 
to second-half goals firom 
Pascal Nouma and Olivier 
Dacourt 

Metz dominated fee first 
half, missing several good 
chances — and eventually 
paid fee price. Their goal- 
keeper Lionel Letizi failed 
to hold a S9fe-minute cross 
from Belgian Christopbe 
Kinet and Nouma — sus- 
pended for fee midweek 
European match — 
pounced wife a left-foot 


drive to open fee scoring. 

Dacourt scored fee sec- 
ond wife a swerving loog- 
lange shot 12 minutes later. 

Metz still hold a two- 
point lead over Paris St 
Gennain. who were lack- 
lustre in a 0-0 draw away to 
Nantes later Sunday. 

Paris had several chances, 
but were woeful in front of 
goal. 

Marco Simone and Flori- 
an Maurice both squan- 
dered opportunities b^ore 
halftime and Jerome Leroy 
hit a post after fee break. 

In fee German Bundesli- 
ga, Bayern Munich kept 
within two points of leaders 
Kaiserslautern, 3-1 winners 
at I860 Munich on Friday, 
when feey beat 10-man Vff^ 
Bochum 3-2 on Saturday 
wife a brace from Mario 
Busier. 

However, fee champions 
lost Brazilian striker Gio- 
vane Elber foe at least a 
fortni^t wife a tom thigh 
muscle. 

Euro^an champions 
Bonissia Dortmund, who 
had international midfielder 
Andreas MoUer sent off for 
foul play, succumbed 3-1 at 
Anninia Bielefeld • to 
plunge to third-from-bot- 
tom. 

Dortmund will be without 
two key players for their 
next league match after 
defender Jurgen KoUer 
picked up his fifth yellow 
card this season and MoUer 
was sent off. 

On Sunday. German 
mtemational striker Fredfe 
Bobic celebrated his lOOfe 
Bundesliga match wife a 
pair of goals as VFB 
Stuttgart laUied from 2-1 
down to beat Hamburg 5-2. 


Packers keep Bucs at bay 


GREEN BAY, Wisconsin 
(AFP) — Super Bowl 
cham^Hons Green Bay 
handed surprising Tampa 
Bay their fimt def^ of ^ 
season on Sunday, stretch- 
ing their home winning 
streak to 19 games in fee 
vaunted '’B^e of fee 
Bays.” 

Brett Favre hit Antonio 
Freeing wife a pair of 
scoring plays and defensive 
end Gaiw Wificins retmifed 
an inteiceptio£i 77 yardsfor 
a touchdown in a 21-point 
second quarter, and fee 
Packers held bn to beat fee 
Buccaneers 21-16. - 

The victory over their 
National Coherence Cen- 
tral division rivals boosted 
fee Packers’ so for unim- 


pressive bid to defend their 
National Football League 
championship, while the 
Bucs failed in their bid to 
maintain their status as the 
only undefeated team in fee 
NFC. 

‘It was a bard fought 
game by both teams.” said 
Packers coach Mike Holm- 
gren. “We made a few too 
many mistakes and gave 
Ihmpa Bay too many 
: 0 |^)«tunities. But it waS 
just a groat division game.” 

The Packers increased 
their Lambeau Held win- 
ning streak to 19 games, fee 
feird-longest home streak 
in NFL history. No I^C 
Central team has won at 
Lambeau (16 games) since 
a 30-10 victory by-Chicago 


in October of 1992. 

Favre, who completed 21- 
of-31 passes for 191 yards, 
connected wife Freeman 
for touchdowns of 31 and 
six yards in the second 
quarter. 

Tampa Bay quarterback 
TVent Dilfer struggled for 
fee second straight week. 
He completed 16-of-29 
passes for 179 yards wife 
an inteicqmon one week 
after pacing for just 100 
yards in a win over Ari- 
zona. 

The teams meet again 
December 7 at Thmpa Bay. 

“CHiampionships aren't 
won in September, they’re 
not won in October.” said 
Bucs coach Tony Dungy." 

The National Conference 


East tightened up as leaders 
Dallas and Washington 
both lost to division rivals. 

The New York Giants 
moved up wife a 20-17 vic- 
loiy over fee Cowboys, 
hi^ilighted by New York 
safety Tito Wooten’s 61- 
yard interception return for 
a touchdown. 

The Cowboys trailed 20-9 
in fee fourth quarter, and 
their late rally failed on 
their final possession when 
they were unable to set up 
for a possibe game-tying 
field goal before time 
expired. 

Philadelphia defeated 
Washington 24-10 as Ricky 
Watters ran for 104 yards 
and two touchdowns, and 
quarterback Ty D^er 


completed 17-of-27 passes 
and also ran for a score. 

The Eagles moved up a 
notch from the bottom of 
fee NFC East, now occu- 
pied by Arizona, who lost 
20-19 to non-division foes 
Minnesota. 

The Jacksonville Jaguars 
stayed atop fee American 
Conference Central Divi- 
sion with a 21-13 victory 
over fee Cincinnati Ben- 
gals. 

In other games, Buffalo 
beat Detroit 22-13, San 
Diego beat Oakland 25-10, 
Seattle defeated Tennessee 
16-13 and the New York 
Jets held on for a 1 6- 1 2 vic- 
tory over Indianapolis. 




Rusedski in line for ATP World Championships 








Basel (afp) — Greg 

Rusedski, showing surpris- 
ing all-round skills, out- 
gunned Mark Philippoussis 
in straight sets to win the 
nullion-dollar Swiss Indoors 
ATP Tour title here on Sun- 
day. 

The 6-3, 7-6 (8/6). 7-6 
(7/3) win could push him to 
No. 4 in fee ATP Tour rank- 
ipgs when they are pub- 
Bshed on Mon^y — and 
put him in line for fee ATP 
World Championships in 


Hanover. 

There was little between 
fee two men in a mateb of 
big-servers. One service 
break in the fourth game 
allowed Rusedski to take fee 
first set 6-3. 

Rusedski, who started feer 
match ranked 10th in the 
world, won a second set tie- 
break 8-6. Two big back- 
hand drives opened a gap 
Philippoussis eventually 
pulled back only for the 
Briton to serve out fee set. 


Neifeer man could break 
through in fee third set and 
Philippoussis was left play- 
ing catch-up in the tie-break, 
wUefa Rusedski won 7-3 
when fee 20-year-old Aus- 
tralian hit a backhand long. 

“I think I played very well 
in the first set and he missed 
a couple of volleys feat let 
me in,” fee Canadian-born 
Briton said after his second 
Straight win over the Aus- 
tralian this year following 
his \Mmbledon triumife. 


He praised new coach 
Tony Pickard for helping 
him raise his game since he 
lost fee U.S. Open semi- 
final to Patrick Rafter of 
Australia. 

Philippoussis bad prevent’ 
ed the first all-British final 
since fee Open era dawned 
in 1968 by beating Britain’s 
Tun Henman in Saturday's 
semi-finals. 

The Australian lost to Ger- 
many's Nicolas Kiefer of 
Germany in fee Toulouse 


tournament final in France 
lastweeL 

The win was worth 
S138,000 to Rusedksi, who 
reached the quarter-finals at 
Wimbledon tins year before 


losing to Frenchman Cedric 
Pioline and feen became fee 
first Briton to make fee top 
10 by rea ching fee U.S. 
Open final at Flushing 
Meadow. 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 
IN AL JUBEIHA 

Consists of 3 bedroonns, lounge and salon, 3 bathrooms 
(one is master), garage, separate entrance, independent 
telephone line. Annual rent JDS, 300. 

Please call owner at Tel.: 843812 


2 APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

3 large bedrooms, U.S. furniture. Beautiful build! 
all appliances. Central air-conditioning. 

. 2 small bedrooms, half basement. 

Almost new furniture. 

For appointment, please call 5528099 
or 5520377 after 4:00 p.m. 


American style, 6th Circle, Sweifiyeh. Excellent 
furniture, garden, terrace, garage, satellite, 
telephone and fireplace. 

Please call 715861 In the morning, 
or 079/56623 and 827690 after 3;00 p.m. 


r • ./ 
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60 die in Algeria as troops 


prepare to storm Isiamists 


Belgium arrests aUeged Islamists 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Belgian police on Monday arrest- 
ed 10 people suspected of belonging to Algerian Islamist 
groups, police said. 

The raid was earned out at the request of Jean-Louis 
Bniguiere, a French magistrate investi^ting terrorism 
cases in France, including the dismantling in northern 
France last year of a gang linked to Islamist groups. 

Police said the susp^ts were of North African origin 
and had Algerian. Belgian or French nationally. 

No arrest warrants have been issued and police did not 
find any weapons or explosives. 


PARIS (R) — About 40 
civilians, including at least 
16 schoolchildren, and 20 
rebels were lulled in 
Algeria's latest violence as 
troops prepared to storm a 
base of Islainists near 
Algiers, Algerian newspa- 
pers said Monday. 

*^ere is not much time 
left for them. It is a matter 
of hpurs," said an army 
officer quoted by A1 Watan 
newspaper about an 
impending assault on an 
Armed Islamic Group 
fGIA) base in Ouled Allel 
area, some 20 kilometres 
south of Algiers. 

About 150 hardline mem- 
bers of the GIA are holding 
out in the town which they 
first took over in 1994, 
according to the newspa- 
pers. 

'Hie schoolchildieo were 
killed Sunday as they were 
heading in a bus for their 
classes under a security 
escort in Bouinan area 
where almost simultane- 
ously government troops 
clashed with Isiamists mili- 
tants. the newspapers said. 

An escort of armed vol-' 
unteers. in a vehicle ahead 
of the schoolbus. ran over a 
mine and was blown up, 
killing all the occupants. 
La Tribune and Le Matin 
newspapers said, adding 
the attack took place at Siiti 
Serhane in Blida province, 
50 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

Le Matin, which put the 
number of the dead school- 
children at 17. said they 
had been killed by ‘terror- 
ists," Algerian shorthand 
for Islamist rebels who 
have been trying to topple 
the government since early 
1992. 

La Tribune and Le Matin 
said the gunmen opened 
fire with machine-guns as 
the children headed to 
school in the morning and 
that some of the pupili also 
bad their throats cut. 

. Liberte newspaper said 
the 20 rebels who carried 


out the massacre were 
killed later by the security 
forces. 

The slaughter of school- 
children occurred as 
Algerian authorities cele- 
brated international teach- 
ers' day. 

Official ceremonies were 
held in main cities with the 
aim of boosting morale in 
schools in the country 
where more than 700 
schools were burnt and 
more than 500 pupils and 
teachers killed since 1994 
in attacks the authorities 
blame on Islamist rebels. 

Also Sunday, about SO 
rebels burst into Ouled Sidi 
Yahia hamlet in Ain Defla 
province, 130 kilometres 
south of the Algerian capi- 
tal, cutting the throats of 10 
men who bad asked the 
government to provide 
tiiem with weapons to pro- 
tect their families, Liberte 
said. 

The village was wrecked 
in 1994 when government 
troops were said to have 
killed up to 700 GIA mem- 
bers in a battle hailed by 
the authorities through 
newspaper leaks as a turn- 
ing point to wipe out the 
Islamists. 

Three civilians were 
found decapitated Sunday 
in Sidi Youcuf in the south- 
western province of Saida 
where troops reportedly 
killed 40 rebels late last 
mondi. Three more civil- 
ians were killed jby having 
their throats cut Saturday in 
the nearby vtu^e of 


Hassasna, A1 Watan said. 

Ten more civilians were 
killed in the same province 
during last week, said A1 
Watan without elaborating. 

“Towards the final raid," 
said an A1 Watan headline 
about the siege of the GIA 
fighters holed up in a heav- 
ily fortified base in Ouled 
Allel. deserted by its 
12,000 residents since 
1994 when the rebels set- 
tled in and ordered them to 
leave. 

The newspaper said the 
besieged guerrillas were 
veterans who had fought 
alongside Afghan Islamists 
in the 1980s and 1990s in 
Afghanistan. 

‘^ey are scattered in 
bands of seven to 10 in vil- 
las. They have women 
hostage taken from 
Bentalha and Er Rais [vil- 
lages]," said A1 Watan, 
quoting an army officer. 

More than 400 civilians 
were slaughtered in Er Rais 
(also known as Sidi Rais) 
and Bentalha in August and 
late September, according 
to residents and local news- 
papers. 

The autizorities. blazning 
the slaughter on Islamists, 
gave a lower death toll — 
98 in Er Rais and 85 in 
Bentalha. 

More than 60,000 people 
had died in Algeria's vio- 
lence since 1992 when 
army-backed authorities 
cancelled a general election 
in which the Islamic 
Salvation Front had taken a 
huge lead. 


Truce committee meets over 


Lebanon, Israel complaints 


NAQOURA (AFP) — The 
international committee 
monitoring a Thice in south 
Lebanon met Monday to 
dstiuss Lebanese and 
Israeli complaints of alleged 
ceasefire violations, sources 
close to the Lebanese dele- 
gation smd. 

The five-nation panel, in 
its I9th meeting ^s year, 
convened at 11:00 a.m. at 
the headquarters of the UJ<. 
peacekeeping force in the 
town of Naqoura, near the 
Lebanese-Israeli border. 

Lebanon has lodged two 
complaints cbaiging that 
Israeli bombardments on 
Saturday damaged civilian 
property in the soutbern vil- 
lages of Touline and 
Nabatiyeh A1 Fawkah. 

Israel also has filed two 
protests, the first over the 
killing of two Lebanese 
civilians in a roadside 
bombing Sunday while 
picking tobacco in a field 
inside the self declared 


Israeli “security zone" in 
south Lebanon. 

Israel lodged a complaint 
Thursday over a mortar 
attack the previous day by 
HizboUah fighters on a 
South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) military outpost, 
alleg^y from a ci%^an 
village. 

The two Lebanese civil- 
ians killed in Sunday’s 
bombing were a 45-year-old 
woman and her nine-year- 
old son. They were woritiog 
next to the Hula-to- 
Maikaba road in the central 
sector of the border zone 
when the bomb exploded, 
according to the Israel- 
allied (SLA) militia. 

HizboUah, which spear- 
heads Lebanese resistance 
to the IsraeU occupation of 
southern Lebanon, accused 
Israel of planting the road- 
side bomfr 

“This new crime by the 
Zionist entity is aimed at 
sabotaging the [truce] 


arrangements of April 
1996" between Israel and 
HizboUah, said Sheikh 
Nabil Qaouq, the group's 
most senior official in 
southern Lebanon. 

He said Israel bad planted 
the device “to discreet the 
resistance against the IsraeU 
occupation." 

Israel occupies the buffer 
zone to ward off cross-bor- 
der attacks on its northern 
lerritoty. 

Under the terms of the 
April 1996 ceasefire agree- 
ment both sides are harmed 
from launching attacks on 
or from civiUan areas. 

The truce committee — 
made up France. Israel. 
Lebanon, Syria and the U.S. 
— was set up to monitor the 
iiuce accord which ended a 
17-day IsraeU offensive 
against HizboUah in south 
Lebanon that cost the Uves 
of more than 170 people, 
mostly civiUans. 


Egypt imposes blackout on 
prostitution ring investigation 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has 
clamped a news media 
blackout on the investigation 
into a high-class prostitution 
ring which allegedly 
includes four well-known 
actresses, a judicial official 
said Monday. 

Hie blaclrout, ordered by 
the E^rptiao attorney gener- 
al. is the second in less than 
two weeks. The first was 
ondei^ for (he investigation 
into the attack on a tourist 
bus in Cairo which killed 
nine Germans and their 
Egyptian bus driver. 

Twenty-seven people have 
been detained since 
Thursday as part of the inves- 
tigation, including Hannan 
TUrk, Wafaa i^er. Shahinda 
and Anbar, weli-known 
actresses in Egypt. The 
group, mainly young actress- 
es female students, also 
includes four men. 

Initial police information 


did not mention the men, 
some of whom may be go- 
betweens, the officid said. 

The authorities imposed 
the blackout after the opposi- 
tion newspaper A1 Ahrar 
pubUshed extracts of tele- 
phone conversation tran- 
scrii^ which it said it 
received from investigators. 

The extracts inferred to a 
conversation between Turk 
md “Yasser.” a probable 
intermediary, the newspaper 
said. 

Yasser says he spoke with 
“the man" [the cUent] who 
agreed to pay $6,000. The 
actress says she wiU set up an 
appointment and refiises to 
pay Yasser a commission. 
The disappointed Yasser 
relies that Wafaa Amer 
gives him 10 per cent 

The conversation also 
mentioned a fee of about 
$1,500 for TUrk’s makeup 
ortisL 


Ihrk was arrested 
Thursday in die apartment of 
the ring's aUeged go- 
between, Umnia 

Mohammad, along with 
Mohammad, several men 
and the makeup artist, poUce 
said- 

Turk is widely known for 
her starring role in the 1994 
film ‘The Emigrant" direct- 
ed by Youssuf Shahin. 

According to die newspa- 
per, she biUed some $6,000 
for her services. Other girls 
in the ring allegedly received 
between $1,500 and $3,000. 
The second actress, Amer; is 
best known for her roles in 
E^tian soap operas and 
p&ys. 

FOUce told Agence France 
Presse that investigators had 
taken four months to pin- 
point the caU girls* fuse of 
operations, since they used 
ceUular phones to escape 
detection. 



LOSE WEIGHT THE ROYAL WAY: Weight Watchers United States spokesperson Sarah, the Duchess of York, (left) 
admixes an apple given to her at a press cor^ference in New York Monday held to announce a jump in new mem- 
berships in the weight loss programme. The apple was given to the Duchess by Leonore Tedeshi (right) of Elmwood 
Park, New Jers^, identified as a Weight Watchers 'success story' who lost 90 pounds (Reuters photo) 


Brother of slain nurse warned he 


could lose $1.2m if he does not act 


RIYADH (AFP) — The 
lawyer of a British nurse 
accused of murdering an 
Australian colleague in 
Saudi Arabia warned the vic- 
tim's brother Monday that he 
could lose a $1.2 million set- 
tlement to spare her life. 

Frank Gilford, the brother, 
could also face legal pro- 
ceedings in Australia unless 
he formally waives his right 
under Sharia law to demand 
the de^ penalty for 
Deborah Parry, said Salah 
Hejailan. 

Gilford has signed an 
11 -page “deed of settlement 
by his hand on Sept 19, 
1997 under which he is 
legally obligated to waive 
any death penalty which 
may be impost" Mr. 
Hejailan said in a statement. 

'The lawyer said the sum of 
$1.2 million has been 
deposited into a trust 
account in Australia “and 
will be disbursed to Mr. 
Gilford when be performs 
his part of the baig^." 

Under the Islamic laws 
observed in Saudi Arabia, 
the family of slain nurse 
Yvonne Gilford has the right 


to spare Parry's life if she is 
convicted of murder in 
return for ‘‘diya," or blood 
money. 

The defence has said it 
already struck a settlement 
with Mr. Gilford, ahead of 
any verdict being announced 
against Parry, and ±at the 
tlu^t of the death penalty 
has been lifted. 

But “DOW, upon depc^it of 
the settlement sum. Gilford 
is also bound under 
Australian law as well to 
perform his part of the bar- 
gain under mnol^ of law." 
warned Mr. Hejailaa. 

“Otherwise, legal proceed- 
ings may resume against 
Gilford in Australia, wife his 
liability increased by any 
default on his part in imple- 
menting the deed of settie- 
raem."'* 

Mr. Hejailan said the 
brother was making “addi- 
tional requests" that could 
“lose Mr. Gilford bis money 
and may cause the charity, 
which Mr. Gilford said be 
was interested in assisting in 
memory of his sister, to lose 
the money as well." 

ft did not el^xjrate on the 


demands of Mr. Cilford. 
who is reportedly seeking an 
eight-year jail sentence for 
Pairy. 

A Riyadh-based lawyer for 
the Gilfords said Sunday that 
the brother has yet to initiate 
fee legal steps to lift fee 
threat of death hanging over 
the 38-year-oId nurse from 
southern England. 

For a settlement to be for- 
malised, “we musesubmit it 
to the Saudi courts, and fee 
ILF has not received any- 
thing up to now" from Mr. 
Gilford, Osama Sulaim of 
the International Law Firm 
said. 

Mr. GLLfonl himself said 
Samiday from his home in 
Jamestown, south Australia, 
that the money issue was still 
“up in the air." 

Siting pressure on fee 
brother to formally notif>- 
the Saudi legal authorities of 
a decision, Hejailan said 
that “unless Gilford comes 
to his senses soon," fee 
amount ' of Diya would be 
slashed. 

It would be cut to “no more 
than the prescribed amount 
of Diya in this case, of which 


the legal maximum is 
$26.4(X) to be adjusted 
according to the case," fee 
defence lawyer said. 

The $1.2 million has been 
raised by British firms wife 
business interests in fee 
Saudi kingdom, according to 
Mr. Hejailan. 

Another British muse, 
LuciUe McLauchlan. 31, has 
been sentenced to 500 lashes 
and eight years in jail for her 
role in the Dec. 1 1 murder of 
Yvonne Gilford at a hospital 
in the eastern Saudi city of 
Dbahran. 

Parry and McLauchlan. 
who- deny murdering 
Gilford, retracted confes- 
sions they said were made 
after sexual and physical 
abuse following their arrest. 

The 55-year-o1d Australian 
was found stabbed 13 times, 
battered and suffocated. 

Another defence counsel 
said Sunday that a ruling in 
an appeal for McLauchlan. 
lodged last week before fee 
Islamic court in Khobar, 
near Dbahran. was expected 
“after a week.” 


EU accepts U.S. olive branch 
in row over Cuba, Iran ties 


World Court 
to hold 
Lockerbie 
hearings on 
October 13 

THE HAGUE iR) — The 
International Court of Justice 
said Monday it would open 
hearings on Ocl 13 on the dis- 
pute between Libya. Britain 
and fee U.S. over fee j^ 
bombing of a U.S. airOner 
above Lockerbie in Scotland 

Libya took case to. fee 
UJ4. Court in March 1992. 
asidng it to rule feat London 
and Washington bad no right to 
demand fee extradition of two 
Libyan suspects for trial in- 
Scodand or fee U.S. 

Britain and fee U.$. contend 
that fee court does not have 
jurisdiction over fee case and 
this issue must be-nssolved at 
fee hearings from OcL I3io22 
before the proceedings can go 
any farther. 

The UN. Security Council 
imposed sanctions on Libya in 
April 1992 for failing to extra- 
dite fee two men whom Britain 
and the U.S. have accused of 
planting a bomb on board Pan 
Am flight 103 which exploded 
orer Lockeibie, killing 270 
people. 

Libya maintains tluu under 
iniemational law it is entitled to 
Uy fee two men in its own 
courts, but Britain and the U.S. 
have rejected feis as unaccept- 
able. 

, Lost thesday Libya called 
on the UN. General Assembly 
to intervene in fee Lockerbie 
affair to enaNe the two sus- 
pects to be tried in a country 
other fean Britain or the U.$. 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
The European Union (EU) 
moved Monday to defuse 
the risk of a trans-Atlantic 
trade war over controversial 
U.S. legislation ^designed to 
punish compames feat do 
business with Cuba. Iran 
and Liby'a. 

EU foreign ministers 
agreed here feat Trade 
Commissioner Sir Leon 
Brittan should continue' 
talks wife Washington 
beyond the OcL 15 deadline 
for a negotiated settlement 
to fee dispute over the extra- 
territorial application of fee 
U.S. laws. 

The conciliatory move fol- 
lowed weekend signals from 
fee U.S. administration that 
it would not seek to impose 
sanctions on French oil 
group Total over its $2 
investment in Iran for fear of 
triggering a damaging rift 
with the EU. 

Mr. Brittan welcomed the 
fact feat fee U.S. had con- 
centrated on fee lengthy 
consultation procedures pre- 
ceding any move to impose 
sanctions “rather than .an 
expression of any readiness 
to rush to judgement.'' 

The EU agreed in April 
that it would suspend its. 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) action against fee 
U.S. Helms Burton law on 
Cuba while the two sides 
attempted by Oct. 15 to 
negotiate a deal to make 
European companies 
exempt from die legislation. 

Mr. Brittan said there had 
never been an absolute 


deadline but warned that he 
was not prepared to contin- 
ue negotiations indefinitely 
unless “significant 

progress" was made quickly. 

“ftere is no point in car- 
rying on negotiating indefi- 
nitely if you are not making 
progress and I think we have 
not made enough progress 
so far." 

A senior EU diplomat said 
fee “real cut-off point" for a 
deal was now next .April, the 
point at which the Eli's sus- 
pended WTO action will 
lapse if it is not reactivated. 
“(Tlearly nobody wonts to 
make feis dispute boil over.",. 

Both sides are anxious"iio 
avoid a WTO ruling on 
Helms Burton, which ‘^most 
analysts believe would 
favour fee EU. The U.S. has 
mode it clear it would ignore 
a pro-EU ruling on national 
security grounds, dealing a 
serious blow to fee WTO's 
credibility. 

Spanish Foreign Minister 
Abel Matutes said fee con- 
tested U.S. legislation 
remained ‘-unacceptable." 

But he said there wa.s now 
a widely held feeling feat 
fee U.S. would desisf from 
applying it to European 
companies. Spain has tradi- 
tion^ly been among the EU 
countries most keen on a 
WTO challenge to Helms 
Burton. 

French European Affairs 
Minister Pierre Moscovici 
said the U.S. had demon- 
strated "a clear desire to 
play down fee divergences 
between us." 


But he warned that fee dis- 
pute would not simply dis- 
appear. “In terms of fee 
global negotiation there has 
been no significant 
progress." 

U.S. officials warned last 
week that fee scale of 
Total's investment in Iran (in 
paitnership with Russia's 
Gazprom and Malaysia's 
Petronas) had made it politi- 
cally much harder for 
President Bill Ointon to 
waive the application of fee 
1996 Iran-Libya sanctions 
act to European companies. 

In theory, the act mandates 
pi^tive measures against 
any company feat invests 
more than $40 million a 
year in fee two countries’ oil 
industries. 

The Washington Post 
reported Saturday that U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's 
administration had decided 
against sanctions against 
Total, but will instead tiy to 
get members of the EU to 
pressure Iran further into 
abandoning support for ter- 
rorism. 

A similar accommodation 
ha.s allowed Mr. Clinton to 
waive fee two most contest- 
ed aspects of the Helras- 
Burton law on Cuba: fee 
provisions for action in the 
U.S. courts against 
European companies feat 
obtain assets confiscated by 
the state after fee 1959 revo- 
lution and for the executives 
of such companies to be 
denied visas to enter fee 
U.S. 



Playboy and 
strippers enter the 
Vatican's new 
Latin dictionary 

V'ATICAN CITY (AFP) — 
From now on, the corridors 
of the Vatican could echo 
with the Latin words for 
such daring concepts as 
strip-tease oni.sts and play- 
boys, as recorded in the Holy 
See's new diciionary. A team 
of experts beavered away for 
more than eight years under 
fee supervision of Abbot 
Carlo Egger — Pope John 
Paul TI's chief aide on draw- 
ing up official chureb docu- 
ments and one of the world's 
leading Latin scholars — lo 
produce the "Lexicon 
Recentis Latinitas" pub- 
lished by the Vatican Libraiy 
Monday. The tome is packed 
with some 15.(X)0 neolo- 
gisms to adapt th& offica] 
language of fee church to the 
exigences of late 20th-centu- 
ry life. Henceforth. “Juvenes, 
voluptarii” (playboys) who 
drink ‘‘vischium" (whisky) 
and go to night-clubs to ogle 
at spectacles of “sui ipsius 
nudatores" (strip-teasers) 
can in theory feature in the 
Vatican's documents. Less 
salaciousiy,. .fee dictionary 
decrees th^ the. .word for 
shampoo is “capitiJavium," 
toilets are a “ceila intima." a 
video casette is an “instru- 
mentum leleboroamentis 
excepiorium." while an 
Unidentified Flying Object 
(UFO) becomes a “res inex- 
plicata volans." 

Lock up your • 
pets, Michael 
Jackson concert 
organisers warn 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Organisers of Michael 
Jackson's two upcoming 
concerts here have warned 
pet owners in surrounding 
suburbs to keep their animals 
indoors during the evenLs. to 
prevent unnecessary distress 
and anguish to the creatures. 
The superstar's concerts at 
Johannesburg Stadium on 
Oct. 10 and 12 will use 
enough explosives and to 
bring down a small building, 
and will be heard several 
kilometres away. Jack.<ou’s 
South African spokeswoman 
Penny Steyn told the SAPA 
news agency. The concert's 
pyrotechnic effects are inter- 
spersed with clips from giant 
video screens, and include a 
grand entrance by Jackson in 
a grand stage prop — his 
personal rocket ship. 

Homesick sailors 
can now call home 

LONDON (AFF) — British 
sailors who get homesick on 
the high seas can call loved 
ones on mobile phones 
under a new navy policy. 
“All they have to do is seA 
permission in case of radsr 
interference." a Royal Navy 
spoke.sman said. "We have a 
duty to care for our service- 
men and women. It is excel- 
lent for morale if they can 
speak to loved ones when 
they are away from home-" 
Navy sources srttd that with 
mobile phones increasingly 
commonplace and so many 
imemational phone n^* 
works popping up, bannin? 
such calls would have be®* 
impossible anyway. 

Spanish dictator’s 
love letters to be 
sold at auction 

MADRID (AFP) * 
three love letteis wrideo hj 
Spanish dictator 
Franco in his younger 
to a woman wfio 
him will be sold at au»-^ 
on October 24 in Madnd . 
fee Duran auction ho*^ 
The notes, dated 
written on poswards 
signed by fee fiiatre 
who was 21 years 
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